~ PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES, 


Cae Eire 3 SHSSION, 1920- 2. 


% 


% E : — 


ee CONTENTS. 


Ese ES 


is a Page ; Paan 
~ 3 SENarz, 6 APRIL. Tariff i POTS 
ms Defence! Camp Training of parecer Forces See Aee Adjournment. ee Capital Notice of faa 
2 Assent. to Bills .. oe | He IR ewe ye: of sonsees Ls oa (225 
_ Navigation Act: Royal Assent .. (Be, . 71 x 
_. Public Works. fp eretiees eb deat Content 7171 : eae aa SENATE, 7 APRIL. 
oan “\. Bapers az +. ++ TL) public Accounts Committee: War Service Homes: 
- «Death of Sailer R. Ss Guthrie a he 4 i AYO Commission ie Re mates teen 
Bott _ New Senator 2. Se ea ss TES Air Defence Bill .. a oi 7225 
The Late Senator R. 8. Guthrie te 2 S2 F174 Papers ...- ee oF e 7225 
inisterial Statement : Business of Session ‘se HANG Prices of Gach ouities as : 7226 
eos f Prorogation of Parliament  —s... Ve bs 45 
. “Hous or aoe bd Apri. | ‘Tariff: Duty on Fordson Farm Tractors... 7226 
Aas New Member — Bi ae ice Bi ag eat fe m7 Pensions : Amount Paid to Inmates of Institutions 7226 
Assent to. Bills i, eae * Oo ep | ; 
Be ae Clerical Staff Se i ae pee ee Deere t AS aN 
eat epee - SH et ae mae Rao “| Public Service : ippelituients since 30th ane, 1920 ‘7726 
= ee Ae eta ° tatement hi ae ow ee Defence Bill 2. ° ve wi ih at eV 
ek é een Se Sere coins stake 3 de) Public Service Bill 7227 
pe Si MECC op tine tat ve a ah Ministerial ppeneven Business of ins: Session 7228 
“Days: of Sitting ht si eg ON. ihe. Cane 
. Australian Country P arty oe ie HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 7 APRIL, 
Shipbuilding Contract : Interim Report « of Public ; : 
Works Commit thee.) 8 : ‘ So Pa Cockatoo Island Dockyard +s Ka 7258 
Senior Cadets : Annual arraddics Giesptst ike meee Uitrg brs: ie be Northern Territory Representation e 7258 
The Honorable Member for Robertson ~.. ... 7181 | Ex-Senator Ready Yess aah 7258 
Australian Wheat Board...  —.. he: eT TSO) Public Service Superannuation Bill - 4258 
- War Service Homes (Girniasiacicuet : _ Public Federal Capital . “ *: 7258 
_ Accounts Committee st Bit at ei .. 7182 | War Service arene Department. = Shanice! 
: Naval Conference. ef RU . .. 7183 Rating: Review of Pensions .. _.. <0 EBODS 
Z oubleIncomeTax ..  .. .. ., 7183 | Redistribution of Seats .. a 7259 
Roe: War Service Homes ‘ cae E = a é OE : sae 2 ih ar Ge >» Gift of Sculpture ee o> eds RY 7259 
Sgcas } ‘Shipbuilding Contracts - eres Fe a SEE ENG i BIBS Clerical Staff .. i Saat fay UFR SAO) 
The Government and the. Age 4. + a. 7183 | Constitution Convention ey Ce a ++ 7260 
Zinc ct his arias BS W183 Senior Cadets: Annual Training . Ne aay ene 0 
nea ae, ee ee es Ys Cockatoo Island Dockyard : sh intultdins. oS eC 2BY 
pense ais Se a ay Fruit Shipments from Hobart... ; yo 08 
ly. 7184 | - Taxation Department: Adelaide Staff Vv abhnered Retire 
Sie Hire oe oo Ba ag Trade with Germany __... SOE xe 7261 
a ha (Formal). Dismissals fiom Cockatoo British Empire Exhibition =... +» 7262 
Sirs skyard : Shipbuilding —.. Hen ee Wace Tasmanian Mail Contract 7262 
.: Airplanes andSeaplanes ... ..._ 7212 Papers .. Sh a iS + 1262 
Export Beef : Imperial exe binge el bet TALS Imperial Conference ch a an »< 7262 
“ od pone atari 5 S rf a 270, 7296 
tion of H. M.A.S. Brisbane and Adelaide .. 7213 | War Service Homes Commissioner fee Shy SPOR? 


kp 
> SMR : as 
a oe Stab at honk 


Ving 


he overnment poe base oe Uz Of, eee 


. per eieaiel or 2d. per Genes See should be s sen 


26 


Y 


: RIGHT PARLIAMEN Che 


‘ First Sussion, 


‘ j a : . 
x “ Sovernor-General. = ey “- 


His $y lice the Right Honorable Henry WILiiam, BARon ForSTER, a Membr of His Majesty's ; 
' Most Honorable’ Privy Council, Knight Grand Gross of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint “° 
* Michael and Saint George, and Commander-in-Chief in and over the Commonwealth of — 5 

; Australia. * From 6th October, 1920, : 


Australian Mational Government, 


(From 10th J anuary, 1918.) 
Prime Minister and Attorney-General .. ‘the Right Honorable William Morris Hughes, P.C., K.C, ier ay 
Miiiister for the Navy ES, .. Lhe Right Honorable Sir Joseph Cook, P. Oz, G.C. M. G,. MER ae 
Succeeded by SEE 
The Honorable W..H. Laird Smith (28th July, 1920), 
Treasurer 2s a aes -. he Right Honorable Lord Forrest, P.C., G.C.M.G. : ; ees 
: Succeeded by Me 
The. Right Honorable William Alexander Watt, P.C. (27th March, ae ttt ane 
Succeeded by 
~ The Right Honorable Sir Joseph Cook, P.C., G.C.M.G. (28th July, 1920). 


a eee 


Minister for Defence .. Le «. Lhe Honorable George Foster Pearce. 
Minister for Repatriation -« The Honorable Edward Davis Millen. ee 
Minister for Works and Railways «. he Right Honorable William pope ea P.C. 

Sueceede area 

. The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom (27th March, 1918). aah gat 
Minister for Home and Territories .. The Honorable Patrick McMahon eden. - Cttt ; <i 
» _Succe ER Te oa ae 
The Honorable Alexander Poynton, O.B. Ez (4th February, 1920). ty 

Minister for Trade and Customs .. The Honorable Jens August Jensen. 

Succeeded by 


The Right Honorable William Alexander Watt, P.C. (18th December, 1918). 
Succeeded by nei ! 
The Honorable Walter Massy Greene (17th January, 1919). Yee 


Postmaster-General .. iy -. .The Honorable William Webster. TT Sg On ED 6. 
Succeeded by tists a 
; The Honorable George Henry Wise (4th February, 1920). to ps Mat ae NR 
Minister for Health .. «« The Honorable Walter Massy Greene (10th March, 1921). ee ae ee 
Vice-President of the Executive Council . The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom, eR oat as 
os Succeeded by 
: The Honorable Edward John Russell (g7th March, 1918). : 
Honorary Minister .. ale «. The Honorable Edward John Russell. pe eu 
MOS fee Appointed Vice-President of the Executive Council, 27th March, 1918, i 
Honorary Minister =... +. The Honorable Alexander Poynton. ifs 
Appointed Minister for Home and Territories, 4th February, 1920. 
Honorary Minister Be a .. The Honorable George Henry Wise. 
; Appointed Postmaster-General, 4th February, 1920. 
’ Honorary Minister .. ae \ ... The Honorable Walter Massy Greene.* 


Appointed Minister for Trade and Customs, 17th January, 1919. 


» Honorary Minister ee ae - The Honorable Richard Beaumont Orchard.** 


Honorary Minister .. wie .. The Honorable Sir Granville de Laune Ryrie, K.C.M.G., C.B., V.D. tt 
Honorary Minister .. Oa .. The Honorable William Henry Laird Smith.tt 

me Appointed Minister for the Navy, 28th July, 1920. 
Honorary Minister wid es ~-.. The Honorable Arthur Stanislaus Rodgers.*** 


** Resigned office, 31st aie 


* Appointed 26th March, 1918. ett Recen im 
6S ens ion from 


1919. 


t Sonne from office, 13th December, 1918. 
tt Appointed 4th February, 1920.— —tyT Resigned 3rd February, 1920. 


office gazetted, 15th June, 1920; *** Appointed 28th July, 1920. RSS 
Senators. 
(From 1st July, 1920.) 
President—Senator the Honorable Thomas Givens. oe 
Chairman of Commitiees—Senator Thomas Jerome Kingston Bakhap. . oS ae 
* Adamson, John, C.B.E. (Q.) *Guthrie, James Francis (V.) 
Bakhap, Thomas Jerome Kingston (T.) _ .| 4Guthrie, Robert Storrie (S.A.) 
*Benny, Benjamin (S.A.) -Henderson, George (W.A.) 
Belton, William Kinsey, 'C.B.E., V.D. (V-) Keating, Hon. Jobn Henry (T. ) 
*Buzatott, Richard (W.A.) \ *Lynch, Patrick Joseph (W.A.) 
*Cox, Charles Frederick, C.B, C.M,G. (N.S.W.) . Millen, Hon. Edward Davis (N.S. W. ) 
Crawford, Thomas Willian (Q.) *Millen, John Dunlop (T.) 
De Largie, Hon. Hugh (W.A.) *!1 Newland, John, C.B.E. (S.A.) 
*Drake- Brockman, Edmund Alfred, C. Bd C.M.G., | *Payne, Hon. Herbert James Mockford (T. yet 
D.S.O. (W.A.) 2Pearce, Hon. George Foster (W.A.), 
*Duncan, Walter Leslie (N.S. W. ) 1 Plain, William (V.) 
Earle, Hon. John (T.) Pratten, Herbert Edward (N.S. W.) 
*Elliott, Harold’ Edward, C.B., C.M.G., D. . O., Reid, Matthew (Q,) 
D.C.M. (V.) 1 Rowell, James, ©.B. (S.A. ass 
Fairbairn, George (V.) seth *Russell, Hon. Edward John (V.) 
Foll, Hattil Spencer (Q.) Senior, William (S.A.) . 
SBuctet: George Matthew (T.) Thomas, Hon. Josiah (N.S.W.) 
*Gardiner, Albert (N.S. W.) ee, 5Vardon, Edward Charles (S.A.) 
*Givens, Hon. Thomas (Q.) *Wilson, Reginald Victor (S.A.) 
*Glasgow, Sir Thomas William, K.C.B., C.M.G., eee 
D.S.O. (Q.) ‘eas 
t. Appointed Lemporary Chairman of Committees, 21st July, 1920. 2. Elected 13th December, 1919, Sworn 2186 
duly, 1920. 8. Appointed Temporary Chairmaw of Committees, 26th February. 1920. 4. Decease a 


ae 1921. 5. Appointed by State Governor in Council, isth February, 1921. Sworn 6th April, 1921. - 
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DEATH OF SENATOR R. S. 
GUTHRIE, 


The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 


T, Givens).—It is with very deep regret 


that I have to announce to the. Senate 


Act Hees : 
tions amnentieds manu Rules 1921, No. 


(Austria and Blea ao 
Act—Regulations—Statutory Rules. hee uy 


Telegraphy Act — Regulations oo By : 


20, 23, 4, to 


that, ‘on the 20th January last, as the re- i 


sult of a street accident, Senator Robert — 
Melbourne 


Storrie Guthrie died, at the 
Hospital. A funeral service was held in 
the Queen’s Hall on the same day, and 
the body was then, taken to Adelaide. 
Upon behalf of the Senate, I conveyed 
an expression. 


Senate at the funeral. 


meet the wishes of the Senate. 
NEW SENATOR. 


The PRESIDENT. 
the provisions of the 
Ll notified the Governor of the 
Australia of the 


Robert Storrie Guthrie; 


of sympathy to Mrs. © 
Guthrie and family, pending the more 
formal resolution of the Senate, and I 

journeyed to Adelaide to represent the _ 
This course I. 
pursued, feeling assured that it would _ 


— Pursuant. to a 
Constitution, . 
State 
vacancy — 
caused in the representation of that State — 
in the Senate by the death of Senator — 
and I have re- 
ceived a communication from His Ex- — 


cellency the Governor-General enclosing — 
a certificate of the appointment of Mr. — 


Edward Charles .Vardon as a senator 


to fill such vacancy. 
Certificate read by the Clerk. 


Senator VARDON made and subscribed At 


the oath of allegiance. 


THE LATE SENATOR R. oe 
GUTHRIE. i 


Senator E. D. MILLEN ae a 


baccarat [3.22].—(By. leave.) —I 
am assured that the Senate, being as 


deeply regretful of the occasion as I am, 


_ will in all sincerity join in passing the mo- 
tion which I now. beg to move— 


That the Senate expresses its deep regret for - 


the: tragic death of the late Robert Storrie 
Guthrie, who was for many years a member of 
‘this Chamber, and places upon record its high 
appreciation of his great public services, and 
“tenders its sincere sympathy to his widew and 
family in their sad bereavement. as 
Senator Guthrie, whose loss we mourn, 
rendered distinguished public service in 
‘the Commonwealth and the State for 
something over a quarter of a century. 
He rendered no less useful service outside 
the Parliaments of which he was an 
honoured member, in his association with 
_ the big industrial movement of which he 
“was so conspicuous a leader. In that ser- 
“yice, as we who were privileged to meet 
‘him here can bear testimony, be-was at all 
times animated by-the highest conceptions 
of public duty and patriotism. In the 
expression of his views, ie was always 
frank and manly, and, 
i ageous. tn dealing with his public ser- 
viee, I cannot refrain from a reference to 
that sttipendous piece of legislation, the 
Navigation Act. Senator Guthrie, who 
was peculiarly equipped by his intimate 
knowledge of the subject, threw himself 
with tireless energy into the «shaping of 
that measure, and followed it, clause by 
. clause, and line by lune, during its. very 
prolonged passage through this “Chamber. 
Throughout the debates, which will remain 


in the memory of many of us, Senator - 


Guthrie, by the knowledge to which I 
have referred, 
humane views, did much to secure 
in that measure provisions which 
co for the safety and the comfort 
alike of the public and of the crews of 
_ the vessels. His technical knowledge was 
Of immense value to the Senate, and if 
he had rendered no other public service 
_ than the assistance he gave in the shaping 
_ of that measure, he did enough there to 
secure for himself a lasting monument in 
__ the thoughts and hearts of those whom, he 


benefited by his work on that occasion. 


- But there is another aspect. in which 
oN, Senator Guthrie’s memory will | remain 
_ with Pe, aes that is our private associa- 


t 


| ied with hima, | ‘Négalae P 


and I venture the statement that - 


above all, eour-: 


severe loss the Senate has suffered 


tune, in party and other places, 7 


and by his broad and 


_ times, admired. 


more greatly then will the loss be 
in that home which knew him so mu 


there are differences of views, bu 
was no difference or person ‘ 
wards — 
Chamber Comat of rte ae met 


admirers of him. I think I may go. 
and say that in the larger world 
Senne ae had iene bi 


were always chad: ihe pee DOr 
Guthrie, is not merely ~ ee of 
fellow legislator, but also that of ay” 
whose friendship it Was a pfivi 

toy claim, and that memory . w 
remain with us, I hope, for 
years to come. The latter portion | 
motion refers to those he leaves bi 
Our sympathy will go out to them 
will not account Perh Ape for ele 


a Sa pene, and to lift a cle 
grief from hearts. which are sorely | str 


Senator GARDINER (New 
Wales) [3.26].—In seconding — 
moved in such suitable and | 
language by the Leader: of the G 
ment in this Chamber, I a 
myself with the sentiments 
cai eam In common wie 
and 


sated ras Bérakar Guthiie: for 
years, I feel deeply and earnestl 


sad and tragic ends” It was my a 


very spingel ee aie the late 
tor. t 
fittingly. referred wy ‘Ramus Gu 

ereat labours on behalf of thatvindus 
section of the community, the sea 
and it was to them, indeed, tha 
might say that he gave the best p 
his life, working with a strenuousn 
ability, and industry that we all, at 
When the news of hi 
sudden death came, I felt it as a 
great shock. I join with the toate 


about the late senator, and in dh ? 
pressions of sympathy with the loved on 
left behind. We here,.who knew him, n 
only admired, but loved him. How 


enator. Gu “more > 
thful pe Tes eo actively and: 
nuoushy eifag ed on behalf of that. 
irticular section’ oni working classes: 
whem he devoted so much of his life. 
enator LYNCH (Western. Australia) 
. [3.28]- —As one ‘who knew. the late 
senator for some thirty-one years, I rise 
support the motion moved by Senator. 
Mallen and seconded by Senator Gardi- | 
mer. When we recall the fact that at our. 
st meeting in this chamber, Senator 
hat cheerfulness and 
bounding | in life, with, I suppose, no 
hought in his mind that hhis end ‘was so 
“ar, it makes us reflect upon the well- 
‘known words of Edmund Burke: “What. 
shadows we are, and what ‘shadows we 
ursue!’” Since. we last met here, a very — 
otable figure, not only in the Senate, but | 
| the public life of Australia, has been 
removed by Senator _ _Guthrie’s - sudden 
md. I was particularly, struck Dy: Sena- 
bor: Millen’s reference: to Senator 
Guthrie’s early. struggles, for. the reason 
that I happen to know a little about. 
them. Some thirty one years ago, the 
te senator was an. obscure figure in this . 
country, but by virtue tof ie inherent — 
qualities thats at was’: well-known he. 
possessed, he ‘raised himself from. that 
security to one of the highest positions 
in the gift of the people. . -The contem- 
- ation of Senator Guthrie’s life, and of 
what he achieved by his inherent virtues, 
st bring home to Te ‘the ‘boundless 


xe pportunities that exist in this country, 
ie make us: feel that, ae As. indeed | ee 


as many othe: as, ae ine | a 
gthy purse, social - ‘status, nor in- 
tial friends, to help “him ‘forge . his 
along in life, but he possessed those 
er rare and golden. qualities which 
io Make a man amongst a body of 
en. He therefore marched along, and 
| by stage, in popu- 
ae Senator Millen 
the good-will 
approach the 
eter with an 


ie peta of an 
mind. ys 
E c 


th ‘country, > 


| guage. 


so long aiseocuiad. from a ae 
satisfactory” ‘position. to that which tk 
now enjoy. Moreover, he assisted +h 
in an associated and collective sense 
time when they were absolutely hi 
That. was the condition of the sea 
a time when this great and good 
who has been removed from us, to 
cause in hand with such 
results. . Their conditions hee | 
proved that to-day they are th 
paid and the most satisfied body o 
men in any part of the known wor 
T am aware of, ey Guthrie’s app 
was always to reason; never to fol 
By virtue of his ‘polbtienl sanit 
the dispassionate. manner in whicl 
discharged his duties as’ a legislator, 
he was able to accomplish so; much 
for our seamen. He d 
to-day, and rightly so, by: all poyae ate 
“men; and Mee in his latter days ho 
was thrust. asidd, as these new young men 
‘arose, 1 am satisfied that, when the time 
comes to assess properly the. progress 
made by the Australian seamen under the — 
leadership of a man who may be regarded 
as the Samuel Plimsoll of Amteane and 
the progress under the leadership of | 
these hew young men, of whom I ae | 
the historian will record a heavy balance — 
in. favour of Senator. Guthrie, otherwis 
nown as ‘‘ Bob’? Guthrie. Of his pri 
life, I can only say that he was an exe 
plary figure within his own ‘househol 
Socially ‘speaking, as has been well sai 
the previous speakers, we all liked to mi 
him, fer he had the sun shining 1m | 
eyes, and he earned nobody’s ill-will. | 
opinions were always expressed’ nb 
straightest and most unequivocal le 

I was pleased to be ass ing 
with him as a member of the La’ 
party, as a worker in the industrial 
and pleased still more to meet him h 
on common gg as a member oO 
Senate. 
br the. menage SSE 
‘been much impoverished by his re 
In all sincerity I indorse what has bee 
previously said in regard to the loss whic. 
this country and the Senate have 
tained, and I join in the message of con. 
dolence to his bereaved relatives. | 


Senator NEWLAND (South pre 


as I am, [3.35]—I desire to associate myself 


Moen ae been said Hounet aie: the 


7176 Lhe late Senator 

Senator Guthrie. 
to have his acquaintance for over a 
" quarter of a century, and during that 
period I came to know something of the 
strenuous work he did on behalf of his 
fellow-craftsmen of the sea. As a mem- 
ber of the South Australian Parliament he 
worked just as strenuously in the interests 
_ of that section of the people to which he 
_ belonged, and, indeed, for the whole com- 
a munity, as hs did during his later asso- 
ciation with us in the Senate. As the 
Leader of the Senate (Senator Millen) 
has properly observed, one of the 
greatest monuments— possibly ‘the great- 


est—that could ever ‘be erected to 
his memory is to be found in our 


Navigation Act. It has been well said 
of the late Senator Guthrie that no one 
had any occasion ever to doubt where he 
stood. He was always straightforward 
and candid in his criticism of those with 
whom he differed, as well as in his expres- 
gion of confidence in those with whom he 
agreed. But whilst he ploughed that 
straight furrow, as it were, during the 
. whole of his public life, I feel that I am 

quite safe in saying that he left not one 
single enemy behind him on earth. Dur- 
ing recent years he and his family suf- 
fered sad bereavements in the loss of two 
sons at the war. This probably had some- 
thing to do with his failing health, which, 
as we who were intimately associated with 
him knew, had not been so good of late 
years. I desire to express with the pre- 
vious speakers, my sympathy with his 
widow and “her family in their sad_be- 
reavement. I feel confident that as the 
years roll on the late honorable senator’s 
name will be honoured even more, if that 
were possible, than it was during the 
period of his public life in the Common- 
wealth. I join in the expressions of re- 
gret at his untimely end, and trust that 
anything that may be said or done here 
to-day will help to lighten the blow that 
has fallen upon HaoRe whom he has left 
behind. 

Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 
_ [8.38].—With others, I join in support- 


ing the motion that has been so 
ably submitted by. the Leader § of 
the Senate (Senator Millen). I was 


happy in being associated with Sena- 
tor Guthrie at his best, and knew him; 
“not as he may have been known here, 
superficially, but intimately as a com- 
rade, a worker, and a fellow legislator. 


It was my privilege : 


2 s. 8. Outi, 


Right Listens his life, if ‘was a 
who could be loved and trusted wit 
reservation; a man who, as the years 
rolled on, ‘seemed to grow broader and. 
bigger. He was probably one of the 
biggest little men that we have ever ar 
in Australian public life. The calami 
that severed our happy friendship—t 
clouded our lives for the time | 
struck deeply all those who were a: 
ciated with him. His end was so un 
pected, that it was hard to realize” 
should not see his cheery face aga 
His death came as a sad blow to all w 
knew him in South Australia. Nothi 
could have been more pathetic, as ° 
funeral procession moved down towards 
the last resting place of the late hon 
able senator, than the spectacle of la 
numbers of seamen in Port Adela: 
reverently acknowledging the loss wh 
they had sustained by his death. We 
who were associated with him in the 
Senate know how unsparing he was wit. . 
his help, and how devoted he was in any- 
thing he undertook to do. Those who had 
the pleasure of working with him as 4 
comrade could never have wished fo 
more faithfu! or more generous help 
He was true to his mates, just as he 
true to those with whom he worked in 
larger sphere all through his life. To his 
mie and family we can do little more 
than convey our apprecidtion of the 
character he left behind, and associate 
ourselves with them in the sense that we 
feel his loss, and mourn his pate 


from us. a 
Question resolved in the affirmat e, 
honorable senators standing mM their 
places it 
Senator E. D. MILLEN (Minaya 
Scene ie [3. 41] ——Mr. bei | 


from me, you aan follow the “on se 
usually taken, and forward a copy of. 
motion on behalf of the Senate t 
widow of the late senator, | 


comrade.. 


MINISTERIAL STATEMENT, 


Wales—-Minister for Repatriation), bs : 
—(By leave)—It is the intention of # 
Government that the session — shall D 


” primarily: a “Tarift session, and Hie Gu! 
vernment will, therefore, Limit the legis- 
lation it) introduces to that subject, 
Pee irilic of course, for such contingencies 
as May arise, and may compel the: intro- 
duction of other measures rendered 
“necessary by such contingencies, 3 
Some events have transpired in con- 
-nexion with the War Service Homes De- 
partment, and a full statement will be 
placed before the ‘Senate, I hope, to- 
» morrow; but ceria lay, within the next 
day or oy 
' Since the Senate adjourned, the man- 
dates. ‘for the surrendered German Terri- 
a _ tories have been issued, and civil admin- 
“istration, approved by the Act passed by 
“this and ‘the other branch of the Legisla- 
a ture, has been completed by a proclama- 
‘tion issued to-day establishing civil 


_ administration in place of the military ad- 


ministration hitherto 

____ possessions. 

: “a During my visit to pens Britain, as 
honorable senators are aware, one of the 
matters intrusted to me was ‘that of ad- 
justing financial questions outstanding be- 
tween the Commonwealth and the Im- 
perial Government. JI was successful in 
making an agreement on behalf of the 
Commonwealth with the Imperial authori- 

_ ties, and a copy of that document will be 
tabled to-morrow. ‘ 
_ Honorable senators are » possibly. aware 

_ that a Conference has been called at 

- which important matters will be discussed 
ot Imperial Ministers and the Prime 

Ministers of the various self- “governing 

Dominions in June next. It is the in- 

tention of the Prime Minister (Mr. 

© iM izhes) to make a full statement on that 
le in another place to-morrow. 

_ Naturally, we shall take early steps to see 

that an opportunity for discussing the 

“matters disclosed by the Prime Minister 

_ is afforded this Senate. 

During the time the other Chanter is 

dealing with the Tariff, the Government 

~ have thought it advisable to invite the 

_ Senate to consider the ‘following mea- 

- sures:—-Air Force Bill, which has not yet 

eax been introduced ; an amending Public Ser- 

'. vice Bill, and an amending Defence Bill. 

nh 4 The last mentioned, I may say, is a ma- 

_ chinery measure. These are the proposals 

- of the Government for the session, and in 

order to permit honorable senators, if they 


byes 80 pe eine, to have a general, Co aaa iL 
Sut conta ee 


controlling these 


| te re statement I have just made on the - 


table, and move— 
That the paper be printed. ens 
Debate (on motion by Senator Gan. > 
DINER) adjourned. Us 


Senate adjourned at 3.46 p.m. 


House of Representatives. — 
Wednesday, 6 April, 1921. ae 


Mr. Speaker (Hon. Sir Elliot Johnson) 
took the chair at 3 p.m., and read prayers. _ 


NEW MEMBER. 


Mr. SPEAKER ‘informed the House 
that he had received a return to the writ © 
issued for the election of a member to 
serve in the House of Representatives for 
the electoral division of Kalgoorlie, in 
the place of the Hon. Hugh Mahon, in- 
dorsed with a certificate of the election 
of George James Foley, Esq. | 

Mr. FOLEY made and subscribed the 


oath of allegiance. 


ASSENT, TO BILLS, |» 
Assent to the following Bills reported : — 


Air Navigation Bill. 
Aliens he coauerahion Bill. 
Appropriation Bill 1920-21, 


Commonwealth Bank Bill. eat 
Comenwealth Electoral (War-time) Repeal — 
Bill. tans 


Immigration Bill. ‘ PR 
Industrial Peace Bill (No. 2). | 

Invalid and Old-age Pensions Bill, ~ 

Land Tax Bill. 

Nationality Bill. 

Passports Bill. 

Quarantine Bill. 

River Murray Waters Bill. 

Sugar Purchase Bill (No. 2). 

War. Precautions Act Repeal Bill. 

- Navigation Bill (which had been reserved. 
for the signification of his Majesty’s piace) 4 


OLERICAL STAFF. 


Mr. SPEAKER.—Honorable members 
will recollect that at the last sitting of the 
House I intimated that Mr. Thomas 
Woollard, the Clerk-Assistant, proposed. 
to retire from the service of the House 
on his attaining the statutory age. 
gentleman relinquished his position on _ 
the 31st of last month, and consequent on 


That 


s , 
i ae 


arrangement of duties. 


5 
f 


a ain the Legislative Assembly. 


“ms. 4 a 


Pts 


mm 


oy retirement i nade es necessary re- 
~ commendation for the following changes 
to be made in regard to the officers in 
_ attendance im the Chamber :— 
Mz. Clapin to be Clerk-Assistant, 
Mr. Hubert to be Second Clerk-As- 
sistant. 
Mr, McGregor, who some time ago 
me Pe | PeeNed. duty after serving as an 
: officer of the Australian Im- 
perial Force, to be Serjeant-at- 
‘Arms and/Clerk of Committees. 
Te hese. and other changes, will not add to 
Hie total number of officers, but have 
rendered possible a very necessary re- 
When thé House 
of Representatives first met there was a 
Second Clerk-Assistant, but, later, on the 
promotion of the occupant of that office, 


‘Mr. Speaker Holder said he did not pro- 


pose at that time to. fill the position of 
Second Clerk-Assistant, as he desired to 


try if the work could be efficiently fee 
formed with only fwo Clerks. 


In view 
of the fact that the sessions of the House 
cf Representatives are very much longer, 


end the work of the Department much 


greater than it was anticipated at the 
een of Federation would be the 

ase, I think the time has now arrived for 
ap ‘appointment of a Second Clerk-As- 
sistant to be again made. The present 
Clerk and the Clerk-Assistant are of the 
same age, and, in the event of 


c re- 
tring at the same time, the Houfe would: 


be at a disadvantage if an officer who had 


had no previous cebneaies at the table 
-avere to be appointed Clerk of the House. T 
~ may add that in the State of New South 
“Wales there is a Second Clerk-Assistant 


Other officers of the staff have 
aseommende d for promotion as a result of 
“these changes, and Mr. 
Green, OlerkAssistant, and Serjeamt-at 
Arms: of the House of Assembly, . Tas- 
“mania, has been appointed Olerk of the 
Papers and Reading Clerk. Several of 
the applications for this position were 
from officers of other Departments who 
_ fpossess high qualifications and have dis- 
a teamaiied military records; but, after 
exhaustive consideration, the phate fell 
‘ow Mr. Green, who, in,addition to his 
Nodber: qualifications and good military re- 


- cord—ineluding the award ‘of the Mil-- 


itary. Cross—has the great advantage of 
Rae ence as an officer oF fsteiaaon nek 
ahd PPetr: 


also. been 


Frank Clifton - 


if 


~ ister and Attorney-General) [3.8]- 


thee eo cna of, the Parlia m 
of Western Australia, N ew South - W 
Victoria, and ‘Tasmania, 2B -combinatic 
which is of obyious henete) in 3 
with the work of the Parhament. 
Commonwealth. ° 


£4, 310; as against the. annual we 
64 ‘370 at thd initiation of the Parliat 
—inelnding a salary o £1, 200° then 


—showing that the cost of re ads 
our clerical officers is now £60 per ann 
less: cae it was. non years ‘a a 


‘ing the oreat increase in Nae ites 
Depattient, our small clerical staff i 
actually one less in 1 number than wher 
started. 


dations sould i given effect. to. a 
MINISTERIAL STATEME 
Mr. HUGHES (Bendigo—Prime 


leave)—I have a statement to ma 


‘a5 


ca the Bea of Bee m tter 
Ministers do not now propose. to 
any new measures. | 


Minister for. iodine 
Millen), as the representative of 
tralia, attended at Geneva the fir 
sembly of the League of N ations, 
though it was sought to raise the q 
tion of ‘mandates, the assembly — 
induced: .by him—he having the — 
oe of ix peated ale 


Maa aiid Deana 
» [6 Aprit, 1921] 


Race 


Papers. 
‘eth formal © ‘mandate Thee Australia Commonwealth Legal Professional Offi- 
has now been issued, and the Civil ee (Dated 17th De 
_ Administration is either now proclaimed Commonwealth’. Postmasbers’ Kaeo 


‘oer is in course of being proclaimed. 
Tt has been submitted to His Excellency 
" for signature. There is only one other 
“matter to which I desire to refer. . The 
Government.of Great Britain has issued 
to the Prime Ministers of the various 
~ Overseas Dominions an invitation to at- 
~ tend a Conference to be held in London 
~~ ain June next. I intend~to-morrow to 
make a statement in regard to the ques- 
_ tions to be discussed there,.in order that 
_the House may have the fullest oppor- 
- tunity of expressing its opinion on these 
and all matters incidental to the Con- 
ference. 


a a a ern 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER presented 


a petition. from certain electors praying 
_ for the abolition or reduction of Tariff 


taxes that press heavily on production. 


Petition received and read, 


4 


 & . 
PAPERS. ae 
43 The. following papers were pre- 
Gwe . sented ; oes " 
5 5 ae ~ Eeonomies Royal Commission—Final Repért. 


of the Royal Commission appointed to 

consider and report upon Public Expendi- 
ture of the Commonwealth of Australia, 
with a view to effecting economies; to- 

Ak, gether with a statement by the- Minister 

~ for Defence in regard to the Final. Report 

mois + -Of the Commission. 

 Peace— 

Treaty of Peace between the Allied and 

Associated Powers and Hungary, to- 

gether with Protocol and Declaration, 
signed at Trianon, 4th June, 1920 (with 
map). 

Treaty of Peace between the Allied Powers 
and Turkey, signed at Sévres, 10th 
~ August, 1920 (with map). 

Bion Commonwealth and: State Land 
and .Income Taxes—Collection by one 
authority and uniform form of return— 
Report of Board of Inquiry ; also Minority 
Report. 


Ordered to be printed. 


(Air Navigation Act—Regulations—Statu- 

tory Bules 1921, No. 83. 

_. Arbitration (Public Service) Act— 

Awards and Orders made by the Common- 

wealth Court of Conciliation and Arbi- 
tration and other documents in the fol- 

ne lowing cases :— 

oa A Ne Australian Postal nehes! 's Union. 

Pts (Dated 18th December, 1920.) 


tion and the Australian Post and 
Telegraph Association. (Dated 27th ; 
November, 1920.) 


§ Commonwealth Public Service Clerical sk 


Association, 

iber, 1920.) 

Line Inspectors’ . Kasbeigtiaa) 
monwealth of Australia, 

18th December, 1920.) Ai 
Professional Officers’ Association, Come 

monwealth Public Service. (Dated - 

l7th December, 1920.) ai fies 

Audit Act— " 
Transfers of amounts approved by the Go- 


(Dated 17th Desenya) 


Wet d th 


vernor-General in Council — Financial © 


year 1920-21 — Dated, 20th January, - 
1921, 2nd March, 1921, and 16th Mareh, 
1921, 

‘ Regulations amended — Statutory Byles 
1921, Nos. 30 and 49, 
Commonwealth Bank | 
amended—Statutory Rules 1920, No. 250q .- 
Conciliation and Arbitration Act — Pa 

tions amended—Statutory Rules 1920, 

99. 

Contract Immigrants Act—Return for 1920. 
Customs, Act— 

Proclamation (dated 20th January, 1921) ae 
revoking Proclamation (dated 8th Janu- 
ary, 1919), relating to the Exportation 
of Goods per parcels post. 

Proclamation (dated 2nd December, 1920), 

' revoking Proclamation (dated 14th Jay - 
ary, 1920), relating to the Exportation 
of Goods to Germany, Austria-Hungary, | 
Purkey, and, Bulearia. 

Proclamation (dated 16th February, 
1921), . revoking - Proclamation (dated. 
23rd October, 1914), relating to the ix- i 
portation of Wool. | 

Defence Act—-Reoulations pynended State 

tory Rules 1920, Nos. 239, 242, 250, 252, 

253) 24s 2b5, 260, 267, 268, and Statutory: 

Rules 1921, ‘Nos. 15,. 16,24, 25) BG. 2h © 

228, 34,35, 36). 40, 41, 44 530 a4, 56, ; 

59, 60, 61, and: 62. : 

Defence Act and Nayal Defence Act-—Rean- ft 


- lations. amended—Statutory Rules 1920, 
No. 269. 
Electoral Act (Commonwealth) and Elec- 
toral Acts (South Atistralia) — Regulas 


tions relating to Joint Electoral Rolls ink. 
South Australia—Statutory Rules - eee 
go bs wf ; 
Electoral Act and Referendum (Constitution A 
Alteration) Act—Reoulations amended— i. 
Statutory Rules 1920, No. 261. Ryser 
Entertainments Tax . Assessment- Act—Reowrs — 
lations. amended—Statutory Rules - 1920, 
No: 218: 
Excise Act—Regulation amended—Statutory 
Rules 1921, No. 37%. . 
High Court Procedure Act—Rules of Cour#’ 
—Statutory Rules 1920, No, 162—Rule. 2 
Sittings, dated Ist February, 1921, 


oa Immigration Act—Return for 1920. 


henane Tax Assessment Act—Regnlations 
Hl ae ECS EM Rules 1920, ke cay | 


Com- | 


MEE Rovitannan vs 


toque Peace "Acts —Regulations—State- 
tory Rules 1920, No. 264. 

Land, Mining, Shares, and Shipping Act— 

a - -Resulations amended — Statutory Rules 
: uf i 1920, 


No. 251. 

- Lands ‘Acquisition Act—Land acquired under 
at 
Branxholm, Tasmania—For Postal pur- 
poses. . 

: Dee Why, New South Wales—For Postal 

o purposes. 
; Fremantle, Western Australia ~— For 


Postal purposes. 

Gordon, New South Weles-<Wor Postal 
purposes. . 

Kalamunda, Western Australia — For 
Postal purposes. 

Nedlands Park, Western Australia—For 
Postal purposes. 

West Guildford, Western Australia—For 
Postal purposes. 

Land Tax Assessment Act—Applications for 
Relief—Statement showing Relief granted 
to Taxpayers. 

Naturalization Act—Return of number of 

-> Persons to whom Naturalization . Certifi- 

ae cates were granted during 1920. 

Naval Defence Act—Regulations amended— 
Statutory Rules 1920, Nos. 72, 73, 100, 
TOT, 131, 145, (155; ‘156, 157, 163, 190, 210, 
21, 219, 229, 230, “231, 232, 948, 249, and 
Statutory Rules 1921, Nos. ‘i 21, cand 56. 

Norfolk Island— 
Ordinance of 1921, No. 

e1k 
Census Regulations 1921. 

Northern Territory — 

.: Ordinances of 1920— 

ja No. 7—Lanacy. 

ene yeah No. 10—Taxation. 

Aen No. 1]—Examination of Engine-drivers, 

ents Ordinances of 192]— 

k No. 1—Early Closing. 
Rete No. 2—Affirmations. 
-. Papua— 
Ordinances of ih das 
No, 
(No. oy, “1919- 1920. 

No. 7—Supply (No. 1) 1920-1921, 

ye ue 2, NO. 9-—Census, 

Patents Act—Reoulations amended—Statu- 

Poe. "tory Rules 1920, No, 1387, 

re ae Patents Act, Trade Marks Act, Designs Act, 
’ Patents, Trade Marks and Desions Act, 
and Treaty of Peace Act—Regulations— 

. Statutory Rules 1920, No. 61. 

Post. and ‘Telegraph Act — Regulations 
amended—Statutory Rules 1920, Nos. 158, 
£66, 27S VSL 182; 191,202, BIB 218% 295. 

226, 227, 240, 244, 245, 246, 262, 265, and 
fe rey Statutory Rules 1921, ‘Nos. 5, 6, ee! ade Boe 

ah Coates. OU, 2a; Ao, Ao, and 52. 

_ Public Service ‘Act—Appointments, Promo- 


+_Hxecutive Coun- 


“tions, &e.— 
: G. Apperley, Postmaster-General’s De-— 
Yh partment, 
a. G. Berry, Postmaster- General's Ohe. 


“partment. 
Aiet FF. Brodribb, Department of the 
Treasury. 

on O. Brown, Prime Minister’ s vere 
ment. 


ee On Clemenger, K. J; Cook, ay W. | 


bs arith N: HE Heueden Departinent 


ae w. ORS Cabopbell, Depar 
Treasury. 


N. D. eres. POM. A 


0. L, Payne, G, R. Cadi $ 
Davey, A. J. Pickering, and R. 
Department of the Treasury, . 
E. Dean, Postmaster- General’s 
ment. 
R. Dooley, Department of we rks i 
Railways. | 
oO 6.5 ‘Edmonds, Department: 
Treasury. ata 
G, Ty Evans and J.) A. Shep! 
partment of the Treasury. ‘th 
L. H. Griffiths, Postmaster-General’ 3 De 
partment. i sats) 
E.R. Halse, R. A, Whitela 
Drummond, R. A ene J. | 


the Treasury. a 

J. A. MeGlynn, Postmaster- General "8 
partment, a 

W. M. Murphy, 1S Domeney, 
B. Hughes, Pepa of Hk 
sury. 

Pa TSG Murray, 
Treasury. 

L. H. T, Powell, 
Department, 

C, P. Shaw, I. G. Keating, and L. K 
Department of the-‘Preasury..)) 3 


Department 


Postmaster-( rene : 


An ly eon th. Department, of 
‘Treasury. 

MH.’ Taat; Postmaster-Ge 
partment, iv | 


H. Theggie, Department of the T 
H.  E. Tregaskis, Department 
Treasury. al 
J. A. Wilson and H. R. Grit 
ment of the Treasury. : 
Regulations amended — Statut 
1920, Nos. 237, 238, 241, 268, 
Sat Rules 1921, Ne 29. 
Railways Act—By-law No. 19, i of 
Seat of Government— ea 
Ordinances of 1920— 


No. 2—Rates. 

No. 8—Stock, : 
Ordinance of 1921— 

Ne. 4 Stock. 


Trading with the: oe Abe U 
amended—Statutory Rules 1921, Ne 
Trading with the Enemy Act,*® Tr 
“Peace (Germany) Act, and Tree 
Peace (Austria ‘and Bulgaria) Act 
lations—Statutory Rules 1921, 
Treaties of Peace (Austria. and 


CALE gi 
Nos. 45 and 63. 


at ‘Dallas tat 0 reluck: on- each. 

4 day afternoon, and at eleven orelock 

y of Peace (iGerme gula-. hag? morning. na i 
3 amended—Sta tory. 


ATi 


War PCiawuity Acta Regula ions | s amended— : 


Statutory Rules 1920, No. 217, G ue mi 
War Pnaghione, Act aaend, Mining, Dr. EARLE PAGE. (By leave 


hares... and Shipping Act—Regulations desire to inform the House that ata mee’ 
eu amended—Statutory. Rules 1920, os. 93, ing of the Australian Country party” 
95, and 172. | g held ey sri honorable member fi 
War Precautions Act ‘Hepeal Mae Resula: i 
ions amended—Statutory Rules 1920, No. 
Rules | 1921, Nos. 3 


ar Service Homes ; “ Act—Land - aequired and Tipeole ere of that ee 
under. at— J) tie ; 
- Ashfield, New South Wales is 
Auburn, New South. Wales. oa - SHIPBUILDING CON TRACT, 
Banksia, New South Wales. (ain 
Bathurst, New South Wales. eee 
Bowral, New South Wales. ee On : “Cousens. } 
Burwood, New South Wales. Mfr iss lage tis ie. re i 
ee New South Wales. at. orxtos re eae the a 
Chatswood, New South Wales (2) the arllamentary tanding Om~ 


W pilie:: Western Australia, _ mittee on Public Works furnished to His 
Coogee, New South Wales. ts Excellency the Governor-General an in- is 


- Corowa, New South Wales. at 
i Cremorne, New South: ‘Wales terim report in connexion with its in- 


Geelong, Victoria, | ae  quiry into the Kidman and Mayoh ship- me 
Goulburn, New South "Wales (2). building contract. In view of the very 


Granville, New South Wales. definite findings of the Committee, steps 
; irae Tee ; 
Eas ‘ uate! 4 abe ional fe). have been taken by the Government to re-. 


‘Leichhardt, New South Wale. ~. +«cover from the contractors the amounts | 
- Lismore, New South Wales (3). - paid to them in respect of the said Gone | 
Longueville, New South Wales. | cae I now lay the report on ae ie "4 : 
Manly, New South Wales:, «— be Th d i 
Mascot, New South Wales (2). ot the House, and move— | 
- Milton, New South Wales. oN dh ; Miaenee the paper be printed. 
Moss Vale, New South Wales. se eo 
Parramatta, New South Wales ( 3). Question resolved ‘in the nina oat : 
Penrith, New South Wales. ; ac 
Port Kembla, New South Wales, AG : 
“Stockton, New South Wales. SEN TOR CADETS: ANN UAL 
’ prreseins, ah South Wales. Oe TRAINING, ie 
i Waratah; Ne th Wales (4). 
DE Waverley, New South Wale Mr BOWDEN 1 desiroite ane an 
-. Weston, New South Wales. ) Aeistant Minister int Defence whethe 
a ‘Willoughby, New South Wales. : 
- Wonona, New South Wales. Lina 
_ Woollahra, New South Wales (3). - aes 
Revocation and Partial Revocation of Noti- ment to shor ten the seventy daye 8 annua 
cation of Acquisition of Land under training now required of Senior Cadeted 
at— # 
 Oheltenham, Victoria. PEO Nae 
- Geelong, Victoria, @o 
Islington, New South Wee: (2)! 
~ Tighes Hill, New South Wales. Ras 
ae u a ; a it was ete STS that the see 
less Telegraphy Act — Regulations — tion of this matter was deferred pene 
ey Rules 1920, No. 256. ai _ the return of the Prime Minister 


Hughes) from ere i | i a i 


ad 


e pays OF SITTING, | 
Sie Mr. | Ee MN Oy leave) 


Mr. _ FLEMIN G.—In he “Melbo | 
‘ newspapers es the aus a 12th rk 


Ly Doon: 


: ays my 


1t he 
z 
mtry. party, and that the honorable 


i tention so to do. I wish to ask the 
eegurer whether he ever made any such 


ae JOSEPH COOK.—I believe that 
Va ea to be an interview with 
me was published in the newspapers 
jabout the time gnentioned by the hon- 
i nahi member. All that I Boy of that 


‘tthe steps of the Treasury as 1 was leav- 
"ing for home and plied me withthe usual 
__qnestions. 
could, and I remember my last words to 
” the reporter were—* I have nothing what- 
ever to say about Mr, Fleming’s retire- 
ment. ” The rest.is due to a very enter- 
oeeng reporter. ay ae 


/ 


AUSTRALIAN WHEAT BOARD. 


Mr, TUDOR.—Seeing that the Go- 
oS ‘rnment is represented on the Australian 


Wheat: Board, I desire to know whether 
vee fact that over 1,000,000 bushels of 


wheat have been sold to Germany at 7s. 
9d., or Ts: 6d. f.o.b., while the people of 

Australia are paying 9s., and, for ar 
feed, 10s. 6d. per bushel? 

oe “Mr. HUGHES.—I am unable to. sup- 
a. the information for which the hon- 
orable gentleman asks. It is true that 
_ the Commonwealth is represented on the 


ee ‘Board, but my honorable col-. 


~ Teague, ‘Senator Russell, not myself, at- 


? myheat has been sold to Germany r pics 
it has been sold ¢.if. 

Mr. ‘Tupor.—But that wal work out 
it-‘7s. 6d. f.0.b. 


ie “orable member all I know, though it 
4s not very much. Because freights have 
ase ‘and -are varying, very consider- 


been shipped, but as, I understand, only 
ia es small eben: has been: 


16 ae as hips as ang one to - 
- that Mr. Fleming had joimed the 


uber had given no intimation of Ris” 


‘Puszic ee oe Pe 8. 


I move— 


terview is that a reporter met me ou — 


I parried those as best I. 
hide the evidence given at ‘thi 


tends that Board. So fat as I know, no 


TNs, HUGHES. —T ‘shall tell the hon- 


ae and as the whole of the wheat has not 


a affirmative. ea 


he price e which the peopl 
5 i have Mae bag pay. 


Mr. FOWLER * (Perth) SS 
to. present the interim report fr 
Corie. of Public Accounts 


Oni teicioer: chon “Mr. em a re. 


That the report be printed. - as 
Dr. ames (Melbourne) | 


view of what appears to ‘be a 


asked for comes ‘ok the iden 
I did at the request of no fewer tha: 
legal firms in Melbourne. Howev 
Chairman of the Co thi 


Fuad to homie with my wishe 
now urge on the House that, in 
terests of justice, this evidence sl 
ee so ins it may be bali 


mittee to patdlpal me with the 6 
Mr. Fowrer.—l. could not 2 
evidence to” the ‘honorable mm 


evidence will be ae on ae tal 
House as soon as it is availab 
honorable member ought to be 
facts before he makes an‘ ace 
against the Committee. ~ © 
Dr: MALONEY. — ‘The. 3 
member should not get out of 


given in Dies Hae ag a ee 
House, 7 nana eae that eu am a 
see it. , 


will be na on the tables pas ‘am 
carrying out: the’ instructions oe 
mittee. : oe oS 

Mr. Htcurs.—tI have no. 
the evidence being printed. 

Gi heaps (by. Me Maroney), 
to— 

That afles the word ic Report, me a 
“and evidence’ be inserted. a 
Question as smooe ‘resolved ‘ 


ig NAVAL CONFERENCE. 
(ina Mr. WEST.—Is it correct, as ieported 
ii in the press, that ‘Admiral Grant, 
: ene attended the recent Naval Con- 
_ ference at Singapore, reported, through 
his secretary, to the Naval Board, 
of to the Minister for De- 
Is it a fact that this report 
“was overhauled by the Board before the 
. Minister saw it—that the Board super- 
las a Minster of the leant ‘ 


DOUBLE INCOME TAX. 
Sir ROBERT BEST.—In view of the 


England concerning the adjustment of 


know whether the Treasurer proposes to 
‘introduce the legislation necessary to 
_ «arry out the conclusions then arrived at? 
‘The British Government has already done 
its part, and I wish to know whether we 
are prepared to do our part in order to 
‘give the necessary relief? . 


lation of that kind will form. ‘part of the 
financial proposals for next year. -There 
“ean be no doubt as to what these pro- 
i “_posals will be; so far as I can see at pre- 
sent, they will be. to fall in with the 
arrangement which has been made. 
_ Sir Rozpert Brest.—That means legis- 
lation. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK. —_The legislation 
will be submitted as pete of our financial 
uProposals next year, - 


WAR SERVICE HOMES. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—Is it a fact that 
‘ the Acting Minister for Repatriation ap- 
‘ “pointed a committee to Inquire as to 
applications made by returned soldiers for 
‘the purchase of homes already erected ; 
and, if so, has that committee reported, 
‘and what does the honorable gentleman 
antend to do in the matter? 
®. Mr. RODGERS.—It is a fact that a 
Wi . ‘Apecial cased was neat on. the re- 


ers of Chie. free Tt is also a fact that 
n interim report has been received, and 
} nite action taken on it by the Govern- 
ent. That action has been Baphely an- 


i GREGORY EEA the ee 
Bi he Eble Mork ec amueth ere 


double income-tax payment, I desire to 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Naturally, legis- 


with the minntes of obtenoe ‘relating to. 
the shipbuilding contract of Messrs. . 
Kidman and Mayoh. 

_ Ordered to be printed. 


THE GOVERNMENT AND THE 
» AGE.” 


MATHEWS.—The Goverane 7 


Mr. 
having weathered all the storms of attack 
lately, will the Prime Minister kindly in- 
form us how he made the Age ‘cline 
down? | 

Mr, SPEAKER (Hon. Sir Elliot John- ; 
son).—Order!. That is not a proper | 
question to put to the Prime Minister. i 


ZINC CONCENTRATES. 


Mr. CON SIDINE,—Is the OG) 
Minister now prepared to lay on the table 
of the House the contract made between 
the Imperial Government and the Zine 
Producers Association of Australia for 
the sale of zinc concentrates?- The Prime 
Minister will recollect that I asked several 
times, when the House was last mm session, 
for that document to be tabled. I should 
like to know whether there is any reason 
why it should not be made public now? 

Mr. HUGHES.—If the honorable mem- 

ber is ia possession of information to the 
effect that that contract has now been 
settled, I can only say that no such infor- | 
mation has reached me. I will place“my-" 
self in. communication with the other 
party, or, if ‘necessary, with’ ‘the British 
Government, in order to ascertain if the 
matter has heen settled, and, if so, a copy — 
of the contract will be laid upon the table. 
I have had no information sinee I last had 
the honour of replying to the honorable 5 
tember upon the subject. 


SAVINGS BANKS. A os 
Mr. BLUNDELL.—In view of the fact 
that an arrangement has been made be- 
tween the Queensland Government an 
the Commonwealth Bank to prevent com-. 
petition between ‘the State and Federal 
Savings Banks im that State, will. the” 
Treasurer endeavour to arrange a con-_ 
féreuce between the Commonwealth Bank 
and the State Savings Bank in South Aus. : 
tralia, with the view to arriving at a gimi- 
lat arrangement’ in that State, and thus 
prevent a continuation of the ‘waste. of} 
money that is now taking place?» | 
Mr. Rrowarp Fostzr. —We do: not wi 
that UES eS Re 


; done in’ South Australia also. 


: 0 be. 


‘Mr. Rrcuarp Fostrr.—lt is aot likely 


Sir: J OSEPH COOK.—I am afraid the 


cable member has not made himself 


oO acquainted with the advantageous char- 


acter of the bargain as it affects the 


ESS z 


eh States, or he would ; not be so much opposed 
“to it. 

of that arrangement. 
"see that the States have everything to 
ak gain and nothing to lose by it. 


T inyite him to look into the details 
If he does so he will 


. WAR SERVICE HOMES. 
My. RILEY.—I ask the Minister repre: 


: ding the Minister for Repatriation if 


yl the ¢ribunal of which Mr. 


he has any objection to laying upon the 
table the report of Mr. Stinson in regard 
* to War Service Homes and the evidence 
: taken 3 in connexion with his inquiry? 


Mr. RODGERS.—The operations of 


Stinson is 


- chairman are not yet concluded. The tri- 


- bunal was asked to deal with very urgent 
eases, and did so. 
“been submitted. 


An interim report has 
When the inguiry is 


“completed the whole of the information, 


if desired, can be laid upon the table. 


_ TASMANIAN MATL CONTRACT. 


Mn ATKINSON. In view of the fact 
hat the Nairana has arrived to take up 


work in connexion with the Bass Straits 


mail service, can the Postmaster-General 


say how long the present contract has to 


- Tun? Q 


“Mr. WISE.—1 will furnish the honor- 


able member with a reply. 


HIGH COMMISSIONERSHIP. 
me RY AN.—Will the Prime Minister 


_ say whether the Government have come 
_ to any ‘decision in regard to filling the 
‘ Office of High Commissioner for Australia 

in London, and, if so, who is the eg 
ma appointee! ? 


Mr. HUGHES, —We have come to a 


a decision, but it is that kind of decision 
_ which does not necessarily involve a satis- 


factory answer to the second part of the. 


h norable Soe gaad s oneriCy : 


ue Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I think it route | 
be an excellent thing if what was done in 
i Queensland by, my predecessor could be 


‘ most heartless and ill-considered - 


“Naval affairs and ‘controlling the D 


Danas FROM Cobanes Bo K 
| Surepurping, 


Mahony) an intimation thee he. P: 
to move the adjournment of the | 
in order to discuss a definite matt 
urgent public importance, namely, 
wholesale age ae Ween the 


oh 


Five honorable members having 
wm their places, ats 


Question proposed. 
Mr. MAHONY (Dalley) 3. 27) 
regret the necessity for having to move 
motion of this description to-day, 
pecially upon 


ie, 


a matter Baar th 


fie 


sitting bahia in Goveunmnaet 
action seems to have been taken | 


possible. ‘The employees at Oockat 
were engaged upon work which was « 
pected to continue for a lengthy 
but, without a word of warning, a 
was sent to the Dockyard from the | 
Board that nearly 2,000 men wer 
discharged. I telesraphed to the Mini 
ter for the Navy (Mr. Laird ‘Smith 
who, I understood, was in charge 


yard authorities, and I received a 
not from the Minister, but fro: 
official, which, without intimating ha 
the Department was prepared to give ¢ 

explanation, referred me to the Tre 
As a parliamentary representat 
protest strongly against such treat 
My wire to the Minister warranted ¢ 
courtesy of a reply, if not from hin 
least, in his absence, from the Departn 
‘But the officials merely intimated 
that my communication had been 
to. another set oh officials | in 


Ire 
ane ay nite RNs arena Pend and thee 


the explanation for’ the dismissals lay in 


ae that ig whole of na money ot 


‘ ten pe bla chat “aL ie money for 
jiew naval construction - “had been ex-~ 


‘Every month a statement is 
Loiarded to the Naval Board showing 
“ie bis work has been done in Coe 


way ‘the Aisi for the ae a eke ie 
oe known what his serials boone must 


i es: must ee dae aware of 
the position of the various funds. Yet 
A re was given to gee men. an 


ary my 


pinion, they 2 were at Teast Aarne of 


ue n eng: tea in new ees epnatkuolien 


\ ork, ‘bat embraced all crea of eae 


ull to ie nes a Gdeats of men. 


ere discharged who. were (hence ‘upon’ 


ry Renaud on ae upon repair 
rk generally, but according to the Trea. 
r ample funds were available for this 

) work. Gey 
Coox—Is there | anything 


Yr. MAHON te Slams is. Cee 


in it to me, although possibly it 

t not be novel for honorable mem- 

pposite to throw men out of work i in 
us heartless fashtomp gays ; 


r Jc 


ne are. Se. 


OSEPH Coox. —Does not nha hon- 


ae - lion. 


lack of funds, SUNS on peebeide 
mitted to the yi desieg i Ge! of ee : 


Deas Aa ae numbers. of 
are employed, there is always lability 
accidents, anda nuntber of men have met 
with accidents while employed there. They 
‘were entitled under the State and Com- 
monwealth laws to certain financial com- 
pensation—ain this regard their legal posi- 
tion was undoubted—but they  compro- 
mised with the Government, and, instead 
of receiving monetary compensation for 
their j injuries, accepted a lighter form), Of.) 
occupation in the yard with the promise — 
of permanency. These men have also — 
‘been thrown out of work in a ruthless 
fashion, although, so far as the industrial 
turmoil outside is concerned, they are on 
the scrap-heap, because, owing to the in- — 
juries they have received, they are utter! 
unfitted to. follow their occupations In 
competition with others. Therefore, th 
Government are not only acting | hea 
dessly, but are also breaking a more 
agreement they entered into with these 
men. Had the men gone to the Co 
upon their legal rights they would . 
been granted monetary compensation 
loss of limbs or other injuries sustainer 
but, believing that the Government. wou 
act in an honorable way, they com 
mised with them, and now they find the 
selves Gone ontt of work. i can Mle 


diodeadds of tons of. out a 
Las angle Spare ees” at Cockato 


~ proceed on the Adelaide; 
" meed not have 


aaa | in eee, for Saeco es con- 
sf struction. There is a vast amount of. 
| _ preparatory work to be undertaken in 
 bandling that material; so that when the 
' Commonwealth are prepared to proceed 
with shipbuilding it will all be ready ito 
go right into its place. Eventually this 
would lead to economy. Men could be. 
_ employed economically and well on that 
class of work, and, on. the Minister’s own 
- statement, ample. funds are available 
therefor. 
‘ister make provision to employ men at 
_ that particular work? There is another 
_ very serious aspect of the matter. After 


. years of experience on the island, an ex-. 


"pert shipbuilding staff has been built up. 
» Previously, Australia had -been “handi- 
capped by lack of men. with the neces- 
‘sary training and experience to make 
_ the industry successful; but as an out- 
come of shipbuilding ‘activities during. 
the war years, we have now a trained 
staff, together with expert workmen. 
- However, the action of the Government 
“means that these experts will be 
seattered. Some of the very best men on 
’ the island, in regard to whom no action 
has been taken by the Government to re- 
tain their services, will be snapped up 
_ by private firms and. lost altogether to 
; the Commonwealth industry. ‘ 

_ The Government suddenly stepped in 
‘ aa stopped work on the Adelaide. The 
- Treagurer’(Sir Joseph Cook) stated in 

| Sydney that he would not make money 

available to proceed with work on that 
_ vessel. Why will he not do so? The 


.. Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) is reported 


to have stated in Sydney, according to 
© the Hvenng News of the 11th March 
dast, that the Treasurer might make a 


| GPreasurer’ s advance against the vote that 


Parliament would be “aaleod to make for 


- shipbuilding. Thus, it is explained, the 


Treasurer had power, if he liked to make 
funds available, to permit the work to 
and the men 
been discharged. The 
_ Treasurer told a deputation of the men 
in Sydney that he did not intend to 
_ make any money available for further 
Work upon the Adeluide.  Whatwis he 
“going to do with the Adelaide? “Does 
Ke: propose to leave her to lie and -rot 
in Sydney Harbor? 
Sir. JosEry Coox.—No; absurd ! 


‘Mr. MAHONY.—Then what does the 
TS oes no to do with her t She 


ne is lying there as a “spectacle 
peas. of Sydney. . 


‘shipbuilding yard in 
Why, then, does not the Min- 


with on the Adelaide. 


do not eopees ey a me 


Josepy Coox. Nebiine | yhas beer 
altered. She has been ‘ying i there fi 
two years. | 

Mr. MAHONY. __Why a k 
keel was laid, in 1917, Re was le 
within eight ‘months., That period 
pares favorably, in “respect of 
work, with the work of any ne 
the Em 
The laying down of the keel an 
launching of the hull within 
months implies very rapid work. 
those engaged upon ‘this new oe 
try in Australia to be able to « 
pete so well with the Old Count 
create an actual record, speaks - 
for the efficiency of the men at C 
Island. However, after the hul 
been launched, she was left tied 
one of the wharfs. ‘By the instruct: 
the Naval Board the whole of the activ 
ties on the Adelaide were stopped. T 
purpose was.a very good one, I an 
bound to admit. At that peri 
whole of our transports were retur 
with troops, at the conclusion A 
war. These craft had to be refitted 
handed over to the pene: owners | 


fied men were neeeony Re 
Adelaide. She remained for 


nhac being earane out ane her 
Sir Josrpx Coox. ——What. aie 
requisite machinery? ie 
Mr. MAHONY.—There was ie 
of work which could have been pr 
The administra- 

tion, no doubt, had acted rightly—and 


for the lee in the comseeantile 0: 
Adelarde, in view of the gas now. 
so much nonsense, 


story, which I drome to aver on 
occasion. The ee en does not. . 
to the Bee, | 


jn ih to stig with the com- 
etion of the warship; and, as the men 
came available, they were put on to 
Adelaide, so that there would be no 
ismissals or dislocation of the highly- 
ined staff. Suddenly, however, came 
word to stop. From whom, or whence, 
why, I do not know; but work ceased. 
[t was necessary to proceed with it; it 
necessary to-day. Fhe Prime Minister 
Mr. Cane! said TmOney: oes be tte 
: 5 


: The eae is. tying page 
n a Ws harbor. She is needed as a fully 
equipped and commissioned unit. We 
ver pon how soon we may want that 
ss and notwithstanding all the 
Elvis and hints that she is 
ae it will be found ae she is one 


E arkble member’s quotation of See 
leged to huve been made by myselt, I 
not know whether he makes a point of 
hem; but I am quite sure that I never 
a IT do not know that 'quo- 
. Ido not think 
fydatiers much. 


MAHONY. 3 = Ritae | sen: 


not 


caine in the remotest degree like 


? Me MATONY. —J did not say that 


Ew. 


| the Prime Minister said what the Sydney. 


ening News. reported him to. have 
d. i stated that he was so reported. 
e Treasurer could, as a matter of fact, 
ke money available from his Advance 
count. Will the. ‘Bele Minister deny 


“Hvenns.—I do hat deny it. What- 
r Parliament desires can be done. The 
limitation is in respect to finance. 


MAHONY.—The » Government 


naval 
‘ and 


4 are told dias the funds for ne 


; ae pee on 3 on Sie Adele de. 
Deen stopped; yet the Government 
going on with the Moonbah ; 
honorable member knows that the 3 


already - 


Ape With respect to the 


‘material and time put into their own wor. 


during the inquiry to help in the imyes- 
‘tigation. 


7, the power to do what is necessary. 


are | 
and f 


is, being provided out of the Treasurer’ 
Advance. In the same way, pendin 
parliamentary vote, money could be - 
available for the completion of the 
iaide. Therefore, it was unnecessa 
discharge the men who have been | 
charged. and the Minister responsible or 
aes ental should explain his action 
The Treasurer admits that money coul 
be made available, and the Minister fo: 
the Navy will not ‘deny that the Adelaid 
is needed, and will be, when. constructed 
a good, up-to-date vessel. Why, then 
ve men been discharged before her com 
pletion if -it is not that. “Ministers desire 
to create an army of unemployed? — 
should be sorry to think that; but the 
facts are forcing me to that opinion, — 
I wish now to’ say a few words about 
the keept-dark, secret po | 
Cockatoo. . 
Sir Josrrux Coox Bp oan 
Mr. MAHONY.—I¢ is not rubbish, ae 
wish to know all about it, and the people 
of Australia will wish to know all about 
it. A Board of Inquiry was suddenly ap- 
pointed to investigate the serious ama 
tions concerning the Cockatoo and Garden 
Island establishments. Rumour says ¢hat. 
thousands of pounds: worth of material 
have gone astray. : 
Mr. Austin OnAPMAN, _-Hundeeda. ) 
thousands of pounds worth, 2 


Mr. MAHON Y —It has.been said, too 
that private compaties were charging 
against the Adelaide and other warshi 


a 


A Board of Inquiry was appoint 
secretly. We are supposed to know 
nothing about it. However, we found 
out about it, and, desiring to assis} 4 
Government in maintaining purity of 
administration, I suggested that’a repr 

sentative of the men should be present 


If anything wrong has be 
happening, no one should be in a bett 
position for helping to discover it than. 
the workmen concerned. But when I 
made the suggestion to the Chairman: ae 
the Board, a Mr. Deacon—another of — 
these newly-appointed Naval gentlemer 
i was a alone: by cite that the 


Mr. -MAHONY.—It is.a pity that I 


ee he not more say in the management of 
- the dock. 
me country if I had. 


It would be better for the 


“Mr. Tunor. —Surely you, as an Ae 


alan’ should have more to say than a 


“man he has been’here only a few 


- months. 
eae Mor 
- who has hardly been a dog-watch in the 
- eountry, told me, who have been in Aus- 
‘tralia all my life, that the matter has 
“nothing to do with me. 


MAHONY This. Mr. 


Deacon, 


But it has every- 


thing to do with me and with the people 


made ‘tq Ministers to, icause 
appoint the Board. 
us what the charges were, and who made 
ee them? 


of Australia. 


Mr. Rirey.—What qualification has 


Mr. Deacon for conducting the inquiry? 
that he has been in Australia only a few 
months, and has had no experience in 
the conduct of an inquiry such as this, 

and bas never been on a Board like the 

present. 
mer in which he is conducting the inquiry 
eh Fea. standing joke on Cockatoo Island. 

My suggestion was made to assist the in- 


MAHONY.—I have ascertained 


As a matter of fa et, the man- 


He vestigation, and I was practically in- 
“sulted by this imported ‘“cockie” for 
-makine it.. As an Australian, I object 


: to: this, as any other Australian would. 


e granted, 
must 


| Batension of time 
‘Serious alleeations have been 
them to 


Will they not tell 


We wish to know more ahout the 
matter. We wish to know, also, why the 
Board refused to allow a representative 
of the men to assist them in clearing up 


things, and in showing whether there is 


or is not anything wrong. 
anything wrong, the person responsible 
Should pay the penalty, and in the public 


ff there 13 


interest the matters should be cleared up. 


es ‘They can be cleared up only by an open 
Inquiry, not by keeping things dark. As 
- representing the workmen, I say, clearly 
and definitely, ““We have nothing to be 
a afraid OF, se welcome an inquiry. 


We 


: aioe had nothing to Ho with me, or with 
the men, and that he was conducting the 
- Inquiry. Thereupon I intimated to him 
rather forcibly that I should have some- 
_ thing further to say about the matter. 
Sir Josep Coox.—He should have re- 
se membered that 1t is your dock. 


power to assist the Government a 
me Up matters.” f 


ats enibes does. ‘ 
Mr. MAHONY.—If the: ‘right ¢ 
able ork nie! stands for Parramat 


him, That may be one of the reas 
why he is going to take the High © 
missionership. Smith’s Weekly is a 
ae ae eronlates ou 


be afraid of ! But if Re is” ‘wrot 
let the person who is responsible b 
blame. Under a _ big-type capti 
‘What is wrong at Cockatoo ?” ther 
pears this etatement— 
Trackep to Jervis Bay, 
Material belonging to the dock. se 
traced to Jervis Bay. iAs it could gs 
have been conveyed there by workmen, 
is every reason to believe that one 01 
Majesty’s Australian ships was employed 
transport it to the southern port. 


That is a serious statement, ae ou Rome 
not be allowed to go unchallenged— 7 
At any rate, some of it was recovered 


private houses in and round the cis 
cluding Nowra. 


(Mr. 
that. 


uae Ghatanet ee ‘list 
y do not pe es sha 


loaned up, a lot of the ee i 
Bay is under the control of the | 
Works Branch of the Department ; 
Minister for Works and Railways, an 
this is most significant: The gentl 
holding the highest position in that branc 
if New South Wales—out ‘ co 


enhion his 1 name, 
he is still in the ibe aad prosecti : 
and, on. Ist February last, was commit! 
for trial, on the serious charge a stea 
material from Cockatoo Island. 
further was heard of the case 1 
after making inquiries, I learned t 


at the instance of tha Commonw 
authorities, the i he had 
Baie 


se ER at ae 
- vernment will take sninateaee sei 


nse they could enter a nolle prosequt. 
r. MAHONY.—That. is. so, and a 
cena was filed at the i instance. of 


That is 


Maas 0 Naval Work sate oie in New 


een Wales. Some explanation is needed 
of the. stoppage of the prosecution of the 
ious charge against him. I have no 


lesire. to persecute any one, but if this 


nan is innocent, let Pg eee know it, 


lacs Pace —That ig” a serious 
all mation to make. ie 


: _ Mr. 


a I ‘stand to. oe Rogorable members 
ntrast the action of the Government i in 


serap which ae may ae be ne 


8 It may not be worth a 
penny, but the man is 
ephed by the policeman at oe gate and 


rt, and dealt with. “At the very ae 


ty the official to whom I have referred 


‘committed for trial, and at the very 
e Court, other men were charged, 
dealt with, and fined. One man who, I 


an ten to say, was not. a workman but 
3 an civil engineer, was fined £15, 


in the case of the | th boss” cockie | f 


‘0 in 8 The ree SN may have a 


planation to offer, but if so I am 


seh hear it in onder: that I my do 


whole matter is cleared up, 


MAHONY.—It is true. i a 


immediately 


, that all these matters are. cleared u : 


the interests of the purity i ies 


tion of the COOH OR EAM, 


Sir 


a up ee we can pane aga 


under better conditions. If justification 


closing ap Cockatoo Island docks could 


orable eng for Dalley (Mr. Mahon 
There is nothing right at the dock 


everything is wrong. The officers ar 
oe ani dnd dishonest, and all sabe o 


going on, Tf the honorable mem! 
statements are correct, the best thing 
can do is to suspend operations until a 
Mr. Jamms Pace.—What aban ans 
dismissed men. and their wives and fami 


lies ? 


Sir JOSEPH '‘COOK.—1I shall. a miss 
that. I am the culprit in this matter 
Let there be no mistake about that 
Moreover, I am as interested in the dock 


as is the honorable member for Dalley, a 
there are many of my constituents work 
ing at the docks.. 


All that I have 
say with regard to the latest statements 
of the honorable member, is that I hav 
just heard of them for the first time, — 
did hear that there were certain irregu. 
rities alleged over there, and the momex 
those things came to the ears of ‘th % 
vernment a departmental 1 inquiry, a 

a purely naval inquiry, was set goi 
We were asked at the Treasury to ‘nomi 
nate a SE Aate accountant who wou 


(Mr. fats slatted a man, a Ty 
‘surer selected another, and the : 
hore selected a. third, on. those 


Bowe that tien cae fat be sif 
to the bottom. If there have been dis 
honest practices at the dock, AG | 
stopped at once. hat 
Mr. Manony. —The rate an rable. 
gentleman is not going the righ wa 
about it. Ue not have | he tes 


Ge ony Hes of 


Sir J g OSEPH COOK. oe may be 5 in 2 the 
if, open light of day. — 
ne er an ee That is what we art. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—We shall first 
gee what this preliminary skirmish of ours 
suggests. We have so far had only in- 
“nuendoes in the the newspapers, alleged 
‘statements, and rumours. 
that the honorable member has given us 
to-day. He tells us that rumour says this 
and de other thing. 
Mr. James Pace._—Rumour is some- 
_ times right. 
/ Sr JOSEPH COOK. Nery. ike: 
: ut until we have something more we can- 
“mot proceed. We cannot investigate 
“rumours by Royal Commission. The 
fullest and most searching inquiries will 
‘he made. into all these things. Honor- 
able members May rest assured that 
“nothing will be left undone to trace home 
any wrong-doing, and to visit it with the 
| proper consequences, 
Mr. Ryan.—May I ask the right hon- 
erable member what was the nature of the 
> irregularities that led to the preliminary 
_Mnvestigation | 2 
Sir JOSEPH COOK. Pa am: airaid I 


en have to leave that to the Minister 


. dealing with shipbuilding. I know but 
- little about it, and he, no doubt, will be 
- able to tell us more on that side. of the 
| question. 
‘Mr. James Pact. Then fe is tie 
Bight honorable gentleman ‘' eee 
we mm 2a 9 ae 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Because of the 
‘main point of the indictment of the hon- 
erable member for Dalley. He wants to 
’ i mow why the money was stopped, and 


as) 


asland. As I remember the circum- 
| stances, I received a request from the 
| Navy Department for £120,000 addi- 
- tional to the estimate that was passed by 
this Parliament. I asked for some ex- 
planation of the request, and I was told 
. that the money had run out for work on 


the Adelaide’and the Moonbah. Wonor-. 


able members will recollect that each 
year for some years past, there has’ ap- 
| peared. on the Estimates an item of 
£300,000 for new construction. That 
vote. is supposed to last for the year. 
Honorable members will please note the 
fact that the money comes from revenue 
mot from loan. 


its books of £75,000. 


That is all: 


and the transports are done with. 


“why men were discharged from the 
nobody, told him to do so. 


are trying to find out ai th 


orable member knows more about: 


 @nd: 2 IT found when I 
came to investigate the matter, that at 
the very ey at Bis this Noga : 


“£9k £190;000' was beilig Wade 
Department had a, credid! to ° 
What 
is’ this: When we Set a year 
like that to which I have ref > 
issue quarterly warrants making a 
able a fourth of the total sum at tl 
ginning of each quarter. I found 
up to the end of February, during « 
eight months of the financial year 
penny of the year’s vote had been 
Mr. Hecror Lamonp, —Without 
a a a0 
Sir JOSEPH COOK. —Not 
penny without authority, but 
penny in excess of three-fourths 
total vote. made available. 


available ‘only every qherben pees: 
they expend a: quarter’s vote befor 
Sir JOSEPH COOK;—As 1 
stand the matter, this is whab 
Honorable members. will recolle 
great deal of repair work was be 
ried on at bees dock in the re 


acter. “The oho of that pe 
fallen off since the troops have 


was, therefore, less work on the 
thar there was during the war, a 
has. happened has been that, inst 
letting men go off as they ‘were ace 
tomed to do when the volume of rep 
work decreased, the manager, 
reason or another, crowded them 
to the Adelaide. "That, i, believes 
cause of the trouble. 

Mr. Manony.—Who told him 
so? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. Cony believe 


Mr. Larrp Surra.—That is 


mittee of Inquiry. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK: rat ia) 
the things which the Committee is . 
pat shes | 
, Manony.—Ask the Naval Be 


ee ‘JOSEPH COOK.—The 
Raed have been asked, and 
that they did not authorize hir 
this kind of thing. Of course, the 


things than does 
seems to know. every detail ‘of 
on at Cotkatgo Island. ~ 

Mr... Veesekiea ey, should I 


ns the ‘newspapers el oa concern- 
s what is going on at, the island- 
Mr West.—lt. is ave right that, 
ie the honorable ” genneman, daende 


x r Dalley should step in and manage it. 
Mr, Manony.—I am showing the right 
h Satie gentleman how to carry out his 
; job. Rs 

i Sir J OSEPH. COOK. soy am always a 


West. I am concerned about:-making the 
ountry aware of the facts, and I say that 
I was asked to find money which this 
ouse had not voted. I declined to do 
so. I found that the vote for the year 
had been exhausted in.eight months. It 

‘occurred: to me that there was no par- 


elaide. 
Mr. Manony.—How~ does. the. right 
norable gentleman know that? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. —If T am to make 

my ‘statement, I shall do so; but I do not 

wish to be ‘subjected to the ‘honorable 
ember’s catechism? — 

Mr. Mazony.—On what do you base 


he statement you have made? — 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I was going to 
say. This is the only bit of new con- 
struction we have in hand, no other new 
- construction having been autho- 
It did oceur to me that, as this 
iC an has been three or four years on the 


s plete her will be available during ‘next 
year, | 
sheme of Defence has been settled at 
ome, it would then be quite time enough 
eonsider the completion of this cruiser. 
| want to say, with regard to the 
Adelaide, that I have no sympathy at all 
ith the? criticisms of the* vessel which 
@ appeared in Some of- the Melbourne 
yspapers. A great mouthful is made 


" £1,000,000. . If we were building the 
Australia in London to-day, instead of 


at .,to- day would  eost ‘well 
000,000. . The cost of Nayal construc- 
on thas more than doubled. at Home. It 
as only doubled here yet, so far as we 
are aware. There is, therefore, no rea- 
son 4 2 pre at the probable oe of ak Ade- 


+ aide, and to tulle of oe gunatrie on. 
In my judgment, the construction has not 


rner, even from Messrs. Mahony and 


been 


ticular urgency for the completion of the 


or maybe when the ‘new Naval 


I wish it to be tnderstood that: while 
‘am 


i of the fact that she will cost over. : 
sible, however; to do. so, and J shall have 


‘ esting. £1,900,000, as she did, a similar 
over 


been: costly, and I. believe it has bee 
efficient. It is time that people stopped 
decrying, as some are wont to do, every: 
thing that we undertake in Australi 
We can build ships here, I believe, as 
aie as they can be constructed anywhere 
else 

Mr. Bowven, 


—And as cheaply. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. — And a 
cheaply. The Adelaide will not cost one 
penny more ane it- would cost to- day 1 in 
the Old Country. 

The explanation, therefore, ‘as ae 
simple. I heard, with the very greatest 
regret and sorrow, that 1,600 men had — 
simultaneously discharged,  T- spa 
not know that 1,600 men were going to 


“be turned off at once, and in that pene. 
somebody is to blame, 


It ought not to. 
have been possible for such a body of men. e 
to have been cut off from the works jee ss 
suddenly as if a bolt from the blue had 
fallen. They should have beem een 
reasonable notice, sn 
Mr, ieee —They were ered bee 


cause of: a telegram from. the Naval 
Board. | 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The Nuva 


Board had no right to authorize’ the 
carrying on of thon ‘for a minute rene 
than the funds available would allow. 

The point to be cleared up is who pro- 
ceeded to. spend this. money’ withow 
authority. Having spent the whole o 
the vote, they had no other course but. te 
turn away these men. when there was. 

more money available for their paymer 


at the Treasury ‘I> will not Dr 
bludgeoned by any Department, by any 
officials, or by any persons in that way. 
We have the Estimates as passed b: 
Parliament, and we are making a ere fs 
effort just now to confine our spending 
within those Estimates. “It is not’ pos- 


something more to say before very long - 
coneerning that: aspect. of the’ matter va 
There are some ‘items . which 7 ‘e 
cannot control—obligations which ol Ne 
be met, even ition waiting for the 
authority of Parliament, ‘One 68 these 


is the Increase in wages and salarie: 
ee by the Lone iad of 


neh Taust meet; 


“no Estimates have been framed. The 
: ‘payment of the basic wage alone will run 
into something like £800, 000 or £900,000. 

‘There are other items of-the: kind which 
but when ‘Parliament 

places on the Estimates a sum of money 

to provide for the construction of a ves- 
- gel or for the carrying out of some other 
work, it is my duty, as far as possible, to 
keep that work within the compass which 
Parliament has set for it. | Hatension 


of time granted.| This, then, is the ex- 


‘ planation: I was faced ac the position 
“that, at a moment’s notice, on my own 


: - initiative, I was to increase by 25 per . 


cent. the vote passed by Parliament. 
_ I absolutely declined to do so. 3 
Mr, Manony.—What is the Treasurer 
going to do about the men out of work? 
| Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I am going to 
‘tell the House. It appears to me that a 
mistake has been made on the island in 
: respect to the two vessels under construc- 
tion. When the Minister for Home and 
‘Territories (Mr. Poynton) and I went 
over to investigate this matter, we found 
that whereas the manager ‘had been 
_ operating the Adelaide with about from 
450 to 500 men, he suddenly, in Novem- 
ber last, jumped up the number to 800, 
then to 900, later on to 1, 000, and finally 
0 1,100, ‘until the whole bubble burst 
That is exactly what happened. It 
_ would have been infinitely more sensible, 
if the manager wanted to concentrate the 
men on a particular vessel, to have con- 
-centrated them on the ‘Moonbah and got 


her off the slips, since, until the Moonbah 


is launched, a start cannot be made with 
any of the other work awaiting attention. 
_ Mr. Maxony.—The Treasurer knows, 
of course, that it was impossible to put 
on the Moonbah more men. than were 
employed on. it. 
_ Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The honorable 
member appears to know that; but I do 
not. The honorable member, iy believe 
- told the public of New South Wales that 


we had turned down a contract with the . 


5 City Council which would have provided 
plenty of work for these men. 
Me. Manony.—-Hear, hear! 
‘Sir JOSEPH COOK—The fact is, 


soi every one on the island knows it, 


Rater 


tha we could not Bee put ye met: on 


e haa wage, a teeter of that oe 


- aso mg by this House, but for which mt 


employ men in that WAN why a ar 
ane scans so? 


the ity Council's work for at 1 le 


Mr. Stemadne v—-Bunkum | fs 


the island, Gat the 
says it is ee 


Z sin 


Country. a 
Mr. Larrp Smite. — Patent : 
would also have to be te ck 


ineeres 
minutes, coe rte! 

Sir JOSEPH COOK. ue ae Boe 
I will say any more, in view of thes 
terruptions. 

Mr, Cuarrtron,—tTell us abou 
money that can be made available 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Nothin 
be done to make money ay 
until the Moonbah is moved off the 
That, I understand, can be done 
£6,000, and I have made that am 
available. As soon as the Moonb 
launched the slip is to be widened 
accommodate the larger vessels | 
bail When that is done a start will 


nies: Geeeuibted: iu Tke 
tons of material. | 
money, and the sooner the gine ca 
done the better; but I do not know 
all our talk here will facilitate it by 
one minute. 


Mr. Manony.—If die’ Co vorunieg : an 


$ 


x 


‘chant ships. 
The. 


can be B eenily See rad, Pi | 
Mr. Manony —Then | why are these 


a Pein FOSEPH COOK T do not know 
“am not the manager of the dockyard. 
The honorable member appears to know 


more about the work of the dockyard than 


does the manager himself. I can only say 
that instructions have been. given to. get 
he Moonbah off the slips at the earliest 
possible moment. The sooner that can be 
done and the slip widened so that the 


assembling of material for the big vessels’ 


‘can be proceeded with, and as many men 


put on as can be employed in that way, 
the better for us all. I heartily wish we 


could do something speedily to bring back 
‘some of these men. I deeply regret what 
has occurred. I take my share of the 
‘responsibility in so far as the curtailing 
of money is concerned, but Tf have adopted 
that course in an honest attempt to try to 


keep the spending of the various Depart- 


ments within the Estimates passed ‘by this 
House. As for anything else I aceept no 
~ responsibility. In conjunction with other 
_ honorable members, I can only express my 
deepest regret at the inconvenience, 
trouble, deprivation, and perhaps, in some 
cases, the suffering, that has been caused 
by the unnecessary and, in my opinion, 


, wrongful sudden discharge of these men. 


hope that they will soon be employed. 

Mr. WATKINS (Newcastle) [4.41] —I 

derstand that several honorable mem- 
‘bers desire to discuss this question, and 
“I would therefore ask the Treasurer to 
move for an extension of the time limit. 


Sir Josrpx Coox.—I am prepared to 


‘ i to the time allotted to the debate 


Mr. SPEAKER, oT it the pleasure oe 
; eon that. the time. allowed for the 


WATKINS. The, “aspect of this 
which I wish. to. discuss, and 


L ee within sion scope. of oe mo- 


the Commonwealth. 


Me ae Gs ig quite. distinct ou that of the — 
} pelng em-_ 
sd on the material fon the big 
Men could be put on to 
Treasurer ; 


construction of. naval vessels. It relates 


to the general policy of Government. 


building. I do not wish to traverse from 
its very inception the history of the pro 
gramme which has been mapped out 

the Government. Honorable . membe: 
are well acquainted with the fact that th 
Isherwood type of vessel has been buil 

at two places at least in Australia, nam el} 

in Melbourne, and at Walsh Island, : 
Neweastle. ‘The Walsh Island dock is 
State-owned—it ig not’ the, property of 
But, immediately 
the Commonwealth Government outlines 
their shipbuilding programme, the Govern 
ment of New South Wales expended ¢ 
siderable sums in. establishing a prope 
dockyard, in order that they might par 
ticipate in that programme. Up to th 
present time the Government of that 
State have expended upon plant. and ma- 
chinery installed on the Island no less a 
sum than £500,000. They have con- 
structed six shine there, which, from the 
point of view of quality, will compare Hi 
favorably with those built in any other 
portion of the world. Admittedly, the 
work has been faithfully performed. — 

was undertaken in the belief that. he 7 


Commonwealth Government intended t 


continue its policy of shipbuilding with 
a view to thoroughly establishing the in 
dustry. in, Australia. Quite recent] 
orders for the ‘construction’ of some | 
these vessels were given to private firm 
At Williamstown three ships have alread 
been turned out, whilst at Walsh Island 
half-a-dozen, or thereabouts, have been 
constructed. But, for some reason or — 
other, these private firms have. been 
obliged to forgo their contracts, so tha 
three ships which were to have been br 

by private enterprise are now to be 

at the dockyard in Melbourne. — 

tion these facts merely for the purpose 0 
showing how wide of the mark i 
statement made by the Treasurer i 

ply to a deputation which waited upo 


him in connexion with this matter. Up 


that occasion, he said that the whol 
this shipbuilding should be carried out 
by private individuals. He’ ‘made. th 
statement at a time when Pevale 


tracts which had bean Sinan te he | 
ene the Government of the nee A re- — 
— 


the 
Wales by allowing the latter to undertake 
the epee’ of at least one-of hes 


: ee day 6 the effect that the ships 
bu oni in New South Wales were Berens 


Ute “WATKINS. —T have heard that 
statement contradicted by the men who 
were engaged in the building of those 
essels. | do know that some of the 
- ships, which were supposed to have been 
built elsewhere for a little less than they 
_ eould be built at Walsh Island, have since 
had to be sent to the latter place for re- 
pairs. It is idle to consider the expendi- 
’ ‘ture of a pound or two more per ton 
upon. ships if the result of that expendi- 
are ig in any way doubtful. 
In my judgment, the Government are 
nder an obligation to keep going the 


some two or two and a half years ago a 


- proposal was made by the Broken Hill 


_ Proprietary Company for the purchase 
‘ot that island, with a view to the estab- 
lishment of the shipbuilding 
there ‘upon its own account. The com- 
pany intended to proceed immediately 
: vibee the construction of twelve vessels. 
| Ag that time, however, so intent was the 
rime Minister upon. extending his ship- 


the construction of vessels that, at hig re- 
» guest, the New South Wales Governinent 
refused to part with the island. Yet, 
- immediately the first contract by the State 
“Government has been concluded, they. are 
told that there is no more work for them 
to do, notwithstanding that the Prime 
’ Minister himself was instrumental in pre- 
4. Venting. them from’ disposing of the 
asiand to the company which I have men- 
tioned. Personally, I have never 
favoured the adoption of the Isherwood 
| type. of ship. In the days of keen com- 
Wy petition, the royalty which these vessels 
will carry so long as the Government 
wo them will mean all the differ- 
nee between a profit and a loss. 
Mr. Povnron.—Oh; no. > 
Mr. “WATKINS.—1I think ib was a 
stake to adopt the Isherwood type of 


| Ue wWinvrws. — The 


He 


mo! wealth. ( ee oy dou ae faith 
: Government of New South 


vessels have been builf? *— 


"shipping industry at Walsh Island. ‘Oe t 


of ship because of its disabilities 1s 


industry. pared with a vessel which is eon 


uilding programme and upon hastening | 


honorable 


member does not mean baci: the type 4 is meas “ar it shall be run ; on ordinar 


pe," AN one. Hen 
the yoyalty fo 0 "oo ee 
‘Mr. WATKINS Sale a 
the Isherwood vessels’ without pa 
‘royalty upon them. : Ws: 
te 96 er pies oe ee resol 


even after paying the ‘royalty. tig A 
Mr. McWitzirams.—Is cee tee, | 
yeu all right ? 

Mr. WATKINS ee 
nee who ve Sona the a ‘ 


5s A ne the latter wae, 
Mr, Tupor.—Does not the pa 
the royalty cease when the 


Mr. WATKINS.—_No. 

Mr. Tupor.—Has the royalty ti 
paid each year? 

Mr. Povnron.—The royalty is pa 
upon the tonnage of the vessel ‘ 
the time she is built, 2 
Mr. WATKINES'.—I was unde 1 
pression that it was payable after 
In any circumstances, I am oppo 
the construction of the Isherw. 


in cross sections. I think that the 
is a-cheaper proposition in the end. 
‘TI come now to the proposal of 
vernment in regard to the bui si 
bigger ships. a. has pts -decic ed. 
understand, to build na 4 


A, ies of sailat chips are bel I 
structed in pecan 4 
Mr. 


Lane whatever a a ath pe 
which are. to be constructed h ere. ie 


ie shall be built in. Ae s 
Me di for the builds ge pors 


ond: It is now ‘proposed to build 
here. 
Mr. WATKINS. —The | Public 


counts Committee, amongst its . ot 


tion «OF shipbuilding in Austeat ine 
has made. the Sei ‘Teco! mme¢ 
tions:— 


(Lyte it is the policy of the aoe 
‘remain in this industry, it is absolu 


"paratively free hand, 
; understand that, as a 


on his work, and placed at disadvantage 
nerally compared with his experience in pri- 

vate employment. 

| weder control’ of. the Prime Minister’s Depart- 

nt. ‘The control is in many respects only 

nal, still it is absurd that an order for £101 

of shipbuilding materials should have 

be submitted to, and indorsed by, presum- 

; - the Prime Minister, but ‘probably by a 

clerk in the Department. 

By 2) * At all the dockyards included in _the 

overnment programme there should be a ‘uni- 

form system of accountancy in operation. 

i Annual alance-sheets of the’ shipbuilding 
bene pion be submitted to pen 


can dneleyuang govd be enlarged, 

nd the lay-out re- aaranget, in order to give 
4 e best results, 

(4) Coekatoo Tsland Mocbyard should, in our 

i be: reserved for naval shipbuilding. 


aval and mercantile shipbuilding are two. 


_ distinet branches for which staffs have to be 
rained. and maintained separately in the large 
kyards of Great Britain, where both kinds 

of shipbuilding are carried on. In Australia. 
we think it better to separate the two classes 
work into different, _ yards, 
he staffs to concentrate on the particular 
anch allotted to it. As Cockatoo was in- 
ded primarily as a naval establishment, and 


s been equipped with that. object in view, it 


eems unwise to add commercial shipbuilding 
, ‘its activities.. The dock might, however, 
ontinue to be utilized when available for dock- 
i erchant vessels. | Cockatoo dockyard re- 
‘re-organization, There are’ too many 
ervisors, “and there ‘is too little super- 
) ‘Tere is much friction among the 

3 and discipline is very lax. 
{5) The construction of a variety of ships 
hould be avoided. Standardization will re- 


> cost and facilitate construction. If varia- 


tion be unavoidable, then each yard should be 
os as as feng as: X Possible: to. a x uk dap ne 


ee ae Te is 


ae dt 
Mr. WATKINS. fan is” 
re more Customs and Excise revenue 
‘collected than is collected i in. the whole 


at. a place 


of Tasmania. It was in conformity 
pe paliey of the Federal Apatite 
th 


oh ie uD: te atc We ae 
port: of a committee of i inquiry show- 


it is the best. yard: at which to to be. true, then those responsible 


ti. those: large: vessels; and all that 
dl Jah is a share of the = 


pyeimihent servant, ee 
gal himself Midis ae and delayed in carry- 


Williamstown dockyard is— 


; t] nere. 


- tions have been made, 


agement. 


thus enabling © 


Walsh \ 


panne: not a pier ‘hss yard to. an 
vate company, but to reserve it for 
ee phoresis 


absolute gant: ae if this is 
State dockyard, the men employed there 
are just as much rite ie _ tax- 
payers as. any other employees _ 

State. . 
Mr. MARR (Parkes) [5.5 This 


| question which seriously interests mys 


and other representatiyes of the m 
politan area of Sydney. Certain alles: 
not only in th 
House, but in the press, and by the pub 
lic at large, in reference to:Cockateo Is- 
land dockyard, which, if thev are true 
call for severe censure on the man- 
It appears to me that it was 
an ill-advised action to dismiss I, ee a 
-at five minutes’ notice. Nc 
Mr. Manony.—That was on the instruc 


ions of the Naval Board. 


Mr. MARR.—If there is one way in 
which revolution can be bred, it is by such. 
action as that to which I refer, Tf the 
management of the dockyards cannot ‘se 
more than five minutes ahead, and. pro 
vide sufficient funds to meet current ex 
penditure, it is not worthy of the trust. 
reposed in it, and ‘should be displaced. - 
my cpinion, the dismissals at the doe ekyar 
started at the wrong end. I have neve 
met Mr. Clark, who, according to 1 
port, is a most, competent man; but 1 
we come a little further down to. the for 
men of the various Brencise we eo ee | 


they) Res in cee out their v : 
Mr. Poynron.—Surely, ews is M 
Clark’s responsibility 
Mr. MARR.—Whoever 4s. res 


for the. present position is worthy 0. 


sure and dismissal. We hear in Syd e 
and throughout Austraha generally, most 
serious statements made in) regard t 
the manner in which the. < 
ried out at the dock; and a Ro 
mission should be appointed to inquir 
to their truth or otherwise. If t ul 
tions, as the result of such inquiry, 
sho 
ber re on. sy hore hand, Vag 


Yay 
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‘make them should be penalized. These 
rumours do harm, not only to the dock- 
yard, but to Australia as a whole, Aus- 
tralian tradesmen compare more than 
favorably with tradesmen anywhere else 
in the world; and it has been proved time 
after time, especially since the commence- 
ment of the war, that we can build ships 
here more cheaply than they can be 
built in either the Old Country or 
America, as a comparison of the cost per 
ton will show. These rumours, I again 
urge, ought to be proved or disproved, 
and punishment meted out to those who 
deserve it. It was said in this House at 
the beginning of the session that there 
were men at Cockatoo earning, on an 
average, £20 per week. | 

Mr. Pornron.—As a matter of fact, 
the whole of the work referred to does 


not amount te £1,000 in the total cost of . 


the ship. 

Mr. MARR.—-The statement as to men 
earning £20 per week was made by 
member of the Opposition. 

Mr. Manony.—That is not so; 
made by an honorable member es the 
Government side. 

Mr. MARR.—At any rate, we know 
that Australian workmanship can com- 
pare with that in any other part of the 
world; and, that being so, we ought to 
be patriotic and support those under- 
takings which employ large numbers of 
men. By continual criticism of the 
administration of such works we bring 
diseredit, not only on particular enter- 
prises, but on Australia as a whole. I[ 
have heard a man say that he was given 
a position on the island, but that he 
walked around for three days without 
getting any job to do.. In such a case 
the foreman in charge of the gang is 
surely responsible ; on the other hand, if 
that man’s statement is untrue he is ot 
fit to be employed there. 

Sir JosepH Coox—Who was 
man? 

Mr. Manony.—Do not give any names 
fanless a Royal Commission is appointed. 

Mr. MARR.—My sympathies all go 
out to the returned soldiers, and there are 
some very hard cases amongst some who 
were recently dismissed. Some of these 
“men are partly maimed, and have a small 
pension, but were re-employed at the dock 
from which they enlisted. At the same 
time, there are men with most disloyal 


that 
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iti was? 


them ? 


order. ; 


Fomngyen 


sentiments in their minds, with S 
Fein tendencies, who ni 
Mr. Marnews:—You ought to be 
damned well ashamed of yourself! ~~ 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. J. 
M. Chanter)—I must call upon the 


honorable member— 


Mr. Maruews. ae of course, i. 
apologise. He is a damned disgrace to my 
his party! The honorable member oppo- 


site cannot discuss the subject without 
introducing sectarianism. I am as erode 
a Protestant as he i is, any day. | - 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER —Ordents 

Mr. Maruews.— Well, I apologise, and 
say I am sorry. ae 

Mr. MARR.—I do not think I salt 
a word against any religious body, or 
any honorable member’s religious belief. 

Mr. Manony.—You certainly implied 
something of the kind. oes 

Mr. MARR.—I do not think that Sinn Be 
Fein represents any particular church. 

Mr. Manony.—Who are these men? 
That is the question. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.—Order! 
Allow the honorable member for Parke 
to proceed. 

Mr. MARR.—There is employed at 
the dockyards another class of men who 
came to the assistance of the Government 
at the time of the 1917 strike. These 
were the loyalists of the dockyard. a 

Mr. Matnews.— Scabs!” 

Mr. Manony.—What has happened to 


Mr. MARR.—They have been put off, 

Mr. Manony.—They have not; they 
have been kept on, while “ dinkum ” 
soldiers have been put off. 

Sir Josep Coox.—That is not so. 
Mr. Manony.—lIt 1s so; it is preference 
to “ scabs,” not to soldiers. . 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER, — he! 
honorable member for Dalley is not in 


Mr. Manony.—I know I am not in 
order; but what I say is true. | 

Mr. MARR.—I am always nrenues to | 
give preference to returned soldiers, and 
i hope those to whom I now refer will 
be given consideration. The honorable 
member for Dalley (Mr. Mahony), : by. 
means of a question, has raised the 
matter of re-employing some of the dis- 
missed men in assembling material at the — 
dockyard, of which I understand some 


5,000 eta: are now ee ; ore, 


‘suggestion, it would be a desirable thing 
to do. 
Pee Sir. J osern Coox—It is not for me to 
~ eonsider that; I have nothing to do with 
Nabe, 
- Mr. MARR—Then I hope the Minis- 
ter who is responsible will take the 
matter into consideration. I personally 
. make no allegations against the manage- 
ment of the dockyard, but merely draw 
the attention of honorable members to 
the rumours which are floating about, 
Pe gestivalarly in Sydney, and. which con- 
_ tinually come under the notice of repre- 
sentative men. The truth or untruth of 
- these rumours should be established, and 
the responsibility placed upon the proper 
_ shoulders. 


: Mr. WEST (Hast Sydney) [5. 15) 


The remarks of the Treasurer (Sir Joseph 
Cook) are sufficient to indicate to every 

_ honorable member that somebody is to 
a ee for the discharge of such numbers 

_ of men from. their employment at Cocka- 
too Dock. Those who know the circum- 
stances of the commercial and industrial 
life of Australia, are aware that an 

_ attempt was made some time ago to bring 
about a strike of the seamen; but, 
_ although the press used its columns very 
es we _ extensively for that purpose, the strike 
failed to take place. 
imagine that the Government had been 
 hand-in-glove with that project, inasmuch 
_ as, at the very time that the seamen’s 
strike was to have been brought about, so 
_ many men were discharged from the Go- 


and the labour market was flooded an 
_ consequence. Watching closely, as I do, 
all these movements, I feel that there is 
no other conclusion ‘that I can come to. 
_ At any rate, it is certainly within the 
tealm of reason. Alderman Lambert, 
_ the Lord Mayor of Sydney, and his fellow 
aldermen, knowing that certain compli- 
_ cated machinery was required in con- 
nexion with the electrical plant of the 
Sydney City Council, heard that it could 
be made at Cockatoo Dock. They knew 
_ that there was a shortage of work there, 
and so alive were they to the’ possibilities 
‘giving employment to Australian work- 


| Tf it is 
< possible for the Treasurer to act on the 


One would almost 


_ vernment workshops at Cockatoo Island, 


en at the dock, that they visited the 


“that hakehinee: ele 4 b laene inten : ae i 


ig to their credit that they made a search- 


ing inquiry, and were able to tell their 
fellow members of the City Council that 
the dock was in a position to perform this ui 
particular work, instead of its being sen 
to America, ‘Tenders had been. called 
for it-in various parts of the world, and | 
believe the lowest came from America 
but, fortunately, a good many of the alder 
snen of the Sydney City Council are good 
Australians first, and they decided to 
keep the work, if possible, in Australia 
for Australian ‘wotlkmnen: They tried to 
ascertain from the dock authorities the 
possible cost. of the work; but they did. 
not ask for any concession or privileges. ; 
They simply asked whether the dock could + 
do this work, which was urgently required 2 
to enable the citizens of Sydney and — 
suburbs to obtain electricity for light ‘and — 
power purposes, seeing that the demand _ 
in that progressive city had grown so_ 
greatly as to far exceed the existing facili 
ties. The City Council thought it was. 
within the bounds of possibility that the 
Government would permit the necessary — 
machinery to be made at the dock; but, to — 
the surprise of every one, it was intimated 
indirectly that a gentleman of the name of, - 
I think, Hall, had decided that no persons — 
eauploved: by the Government in these na- 
tional workshops were to be allowed to do — 
anything to encourage the Sydney Couneil 
to have the work done there. I cannot 
understand why such an intimation should 
be given to an official connected with the 
dock; but I am assured that he was told — 
that he was in no way to encourage those — 
who wanted to carry out a policy which 
would have been so beneficial in every 
way to the people of Australia. I should 
like to know why Australia’s Bel a 
workshops cannot be given the oppor- ne 
tunity to supply the requirements of the 
Australian people or of Australian She 
bodies. I am credibly informed that Gat 
machinery which the Oity Council r 
quired, and which the dock was able to. 
m anufacture, was something in connexion 
with turbines. It is known that turbines: 
cannot be made in all the engineering 
shops of Australia; in fact, I do not think 
one hag been turned out in Australia. yet. 
i Ritzy.—Yes; at Cockatoo Dock. cc 
WEST.—I was about to mention — 
ae fact No turbines have been eds 
out in Australia except at Cockatoo Dock, © : 


is : i oc am) a 
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where the Government —actually spent 
money on special mgchinery to enable 
them to be made. That machinery is 
very complicated, as some of the parts 
of the turbines are very small, and very 
mice machinery is required to turn them 
-eut. 1 believe the necessary machinery 
. was installed at Cockatoo to enable a 
_ new turbine to.be made for the steamer 
- Loongana, which runs between Australia 
and Tasmania. So much influence was 
_ brought to bear that Australia’s national 
workshops could be used for that pur- 
pose, but when the Labour Mayor and 
Labour aldermen of the city of Sydney 
-_—and here comes in the crux of the 
_ question—wanted similar work toa _ be 
done at the Cockatoo Dock for the city 
of Sydney, they were told that they could 
_ not avail themselves of the national 
_ workshops for the benefit of the people. 
Sir Josern Coox.—It is. a different 
_kand of machinery altogether. 
>> Mr. LArrep Surre.—It is an electro- 
turbine. : } 
Mr. WEST.—Our great statesmen now 
tell me that the electro-turbine is a 
_ totally different machin® Will they in- 
.. form me what is the difference between 
a turbine that drives a water propeller 
and one that drives a wheel so that 
_ electricity can be created? These are 
| the smart people that have the direction 
“of our affairs, but they cannot contradict 
my assertion that the man ‘who can 
make an  electro-turbine can make a 
| water turbine. 3 
Mr. Marr.—No. » 
Mr. (WEST.—Last session, when I 
“wanted the wig and gown abolished, and 
the silly mace removed from the table, I 
hoped I would get a sane Parliament, 
_ but when such stuff as that is thrown at 
me, I am forced to the conclusion that 
» this is not a sane Parliament. My only 
desire is to get public work done at the 
National workshops in order to keep the 
- people employed at a critical period in 
the history of Australia, when every 
citizen should do his level best to keep 
_ the wheels of industry moving. Ee 
- ~Mr. Manony.—They were doing the 
same class of work for the Brisbane City 
Council at the dock only recently. 
Mr. Larrp SmirH.—Where has the 
same class of work been done for, the 
- New South Wales Railway Department? 
Mr. WEST.—If the Minister for the 
_ Navy wants to put conundrums to me, I 


vill answer them. after 


do that there is a great dearth 


- great bungle 


Garr 


I have finish 
my speech, and if he desires any eauc 
tion, I am quite prepared to give 1t 

him when the, House is not sitting. 1 
not know whether the Minister is 
that such an instruction as I have im 
cated was sent to the dock officials” 
he is aware of it, he is not fit to oe 

the position of Minister of such a”. 
partment. He must know as 


ployment in Sydney, and he sho 
pnwricy that the Sydney City Council - 
prepared to pay the Department w 
ever price was agreed upon for the } 
formance of the work at the dock. ~ 
members of the Sydney City Counc 
good Australians, and want to p 
employment in Australia for ou 
workmen. Any Minister who ‘| 
work of that sort should be put to sc 
other job, because he is not fit for t 
position he holds. The Treasuret 
told the House that there has ‘ 
over the discharge of 
men from Cockatoo. He said tha 
shares the responsibility so far, a 
money is concerned, but that he tad 
share in the responsibility for discha 
the men, or for the position that has 
created. That position was created, 
those in charge of the Navy Departur 

Mr. Manony.—The Naval Boare 
the people responsible. Nae 

Mr. ‘WEST.—Somebcdy 1s certé 
answerable. Ever since I have 
member. of the House,-I have.te 
the position that the Minister mus be t 
head of his Department. _We have 
running to blazes so far as the co 
tional carrying on of business 1s 
cerned,. There.may have been som 
fication during the war for some of % 
‘actions of the Government; but now t 
‘the war is over, all those of us who 
democrats—-and that applies partacula 
to those who sit on this side of the Hov 
_should endeavour to secure a return” 


true constitutional government, 
Ministers held responsible for 


actions. If they do things that are 
in accordance with the Constitution, 
which injure any section of the cot 
nity, they should be kicked out of of 
just as any private employer would 
charge a man who did net perform 
duties properly in his own establish 

That is the idea which the ho 
member for Perth (Mr. Fowler) 
partly driving at in the motion whic 


i P heitied to move a todas I any wish he 
wy. had moved it. I would have seconded it, 
in order to give the House an opportunity 
_ to know something about the financial 
- position, and the “conduct of affairs at 
ay Cockatoo Tsland, 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.—Order! 


Mr. WEST.—This matter has a. bear- 
_ ing on the finances, because the Treasurer 
has told the House that money was set 
' apart for the Navy Department 
- + Mr. Manony. —The. Treasurer attacked 
. the Naval Board very severely. 

Mr. WEST.—I do not. know how the 
Naval Board ever got into its present posi- 
tion of authority. I do not object to a 

_ board of management for the Navy De- 
partment, but I do object to the Naval 
- Board giving to officers of the Department 
_ direetions on matters: of policy, which 
_ should come only from the Minister. A 
__ Naval Board may be a good thing, but 
I strongly™protest against its assumption 
- of Ministerial«control. I am. constantly 
receiving letters ‘‘ By direction - 
-, Naval Board.’’ To my mind, the direc- 
_ tion should come only from the Minister. 
'< If it did, the Minister could -be held 
se answerable for it. 

> Mr.. DEPUTY SPEAKER.—Order! 
_ The honorable member has reached his 
_ time-limit. 


Mr GROOM (Darling Downs—Minis-, 


ter for Works and Railways) [5.30|—I 

_ desire to make a brief statement in refer- 

~ ence to one officer mentioned by the hon- 

- orable member for Dalley (Mr. Mahony). 

Against that officer proceedings were in- 
stituted in the inferior Court in Sydney. 

ke ease was heard, and the officer was 

committed for trial, The matter was 

“then entirely in the hands of the Crown 
_Law officers, and they, after consideration 

~ of the fats in their possession, advised 

that a continuation of the proceedings was 
not justified. The evidence showed that 

* tke material found in the possession of 

_ this officer had been purchased by him, 
-and the Crown Law officers advised that 

the further proceedings should be aban- 

-doned. Obviously we had to accept their 

e parce. 

' Mr, Bowpzen.—Does not the Attorney-_ 
ee eel look into these matters for him- 
2 

i aman —The officers: of the Att- 


i Dismissals ls from Cockatoo (es je * 921) Deke Siping, 


the’'statt. 


of the . 
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Mr. ‘Musto An T have to say isthat 
the officer who was charged is a il lucky 
individual. , 

Mr. GROOM.—His 7 
cancelled, but his services have since been 
dispensed with, He is no longer im the — 
employment of the Commonwealth Ge) ) 
vernment. a 

Mr, Manony, 
with his services? 


Mr. GROOM.—<Action was taken on Bua) 


advice ef the Director of Naval leis rie 


who was revising his staff. 

Mr, Rirey ne there was no -¢ase . 
against the o! iicer it was an injustice oO 
dhscharge him. 

‘GROOM. i 
ne there was a necessity for revising . 
Recently we had to take back 
irto the Department a returned soldier, - 
Thus we had more officers than we re- 


‘quired, and by a re-arrangement of the 


stafl the services of the officer who had 
been aebceshis were dispensed with. ' 

Mr. Rivas the charge 
against him? 


Mr. GROOM.—1I have not the papers 


_ with me, but the charge involved his being - 


in unlawful possession of certain property -. 
of the. Commonwealth The evidence — 
showed that that property was acquired 

by him by purchase from a branch of the 
Commonwealth Service. 

Mr.’ Ryan.—A. Government servant 
buying material from the Government? — 

Mr. GROOM.—That is so. * 

Mr. Manony.—Buying in secret! aN 
Mr. GROOM.—In regard to the charge 
preferred against him, there was not sufii- 


eient evidence to warrant a prosecution, — 7 


‘I think it is only just to the officer to) ~ 
state these facts, which show that the pro- 

ceedings were properly withdrawn on. the — 
advice of the Crown Law authorities. 


Mr. Manony.-Will the Minister ayen >) 
the table the whole of the papers in ¢on- a 


neéxion with ithe. case ? : 
Mr. GROOM.—That matter is im thes 
Attorney-General’s Department, but I wilh — 
‘promise to look into it. This case is en- 
.tirely a Works Department matter; it has 
nuthing to do with the Navy Department,  — 
1 assure honorable members that there has 
been no discrimination and no preference 
in connexion with this charge. It has — 
been treated im a iti manner ‘by the _ 
Crown Law oflicers, who 


dye 
ee 


suspension was 


Why did you dispense’ oe | 


had entire 


Ay Asa yin 
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oo charge of the case, baer avec upon, their 
own responsibility. 

Mr, AUSTIN CHAPMAN (Eden- 

Monaro) [5.36]—The Minister for the 

Navy (Mr. Laird Smith) is adopting an 

extraordinary attitude. Serious and de- 


- finite charges are made against his De- 
~ partment, and, although we are anxious to | 


hear the other side of the story, the Min- 
_ ister declines to speak. 

Mr. Larrp Smirn.—l will be glad to 
- make my statement, but 1 do not wish to 
| prevent other honorable members from 

speaking. 

CoC NEr, AUSTIN CHAPMAN —Will I 
- Jose my right of speech if I sit down in 
order to allow the Minister to make his 
statement now? 


‘Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. J. M. 


Chanter).—The honorable member will. 
~. Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—TI do not 
wish to do that, although I am anxious 
to hear the other side of the story. 

Mr. Lairp Sairxn.—tl will be only too 
glad to speak as soon as the opportunity 
_ arises. I do not wish to shut out any hon- 
~ orable member. 

- Mr. AUSTIN. CHAPMAN. — This 

matter has been brought before Parlia- 
ment so frequently that the Minister ought 
to be in possession of sufficient informa- 
tion without waiting to hear what other 
honorable members have to say. I was 
surprised that the Minister, instead of 
speaking at once, put up the Treasurer 
(Sir Joseph Cook) and the Minister for 
Works and Railways (Mr. Groom) to 
speak for him. The Treasurer, in his 
light and airy fashion said, ‘ Shut up the 
docks.” That is all very well, but what 


about the thousands of employees who 


Have families dependent upon them? 
Some of those people have been driven to 
the doors of starvation. Other people ad- 
vise us to buy the ships abroad, because, 
they say, we can buy them cheaper than 
we can build them locally. 
become of Australia if we adopt that 
policy? What is to become of the iron 
industry? Are we to send the raw mate- 
_ vial abroad and buy it back in manufac- 
tured form for ten or twelve times as much 
as we receive for it, as we do with our 
wool? JI hope we ‘shall set our face 


against any policy of that kind. Where 


are we to buy the ships—from China or 
Japan? From the figures in our posses- 
sion we pay that we can build shins in 


REPRESENTATIVES.) (Form al 


a fact that although 1,600 workmen 


work 


What is to. 


iy 


Australia aus cheaply as Shay can 
in any other country in the world 
present time. Why, then, should we 
our people the opportunity to work? 


dismissed from Cockatoo Island, the ; 
vices of nine assistant managers wer 
tained, notwithstanding that it ha 
suggested by responsible men an 
press that there were already too ma 
managers there, many of whom were i 
ea men, and did not know their 

T know it is difficult to prove some of 
alleg ations which are being madé, but wi 
the Minister tell us something ‘abo t the 
supposed sale of the Sea Lark, which, it 
was said, was disposed of for something 
like £2, 500, although at the time 
were on board Government stores in. 
of that value? Let the Minister tel. 


Teas and that when Bea as 
taken to the boat many hundreds o 

pounds worth of Government stores, 
posed to have been taken from the 
Lark, were found on board? 


of any ind What about the company : 
which is said to have been ee and 


Cockatoo Dock are stipposed to cee 
bers? Last year I called attention 
fact that the Government were 


was SS) to. “ee 
Dock. The state of affairs there 
scandalous. Of course, people do 


them. 
as well as of those who have oh of 
matters at Cockatoo Island, the Mi 

ister ought to clear up all these ¢ 
‘gations It, is 
worth of Government stores have dis-— 
appeared .from Cockatoo Island, © 
we must have a very peculiar | $ 


that pe tement cannot be proved. ni 
that at Jervis Bay pibeah of ‘Pp 


. We ae to sion how it 
The same deal should be 


ois bread by the sweat of his hee There 
a not to be one law for the rich and 
_-another for the poor. Let this House 
send a Committee of Inquiry te Cockatoo, 
> and within twenty-four hours some of 
_. these allegations will be cleared up. I 
personally will undertake to prove some- 
thing. A star chamber inquiry is being 
| held at Cockatoo now, and evidence is 
! being taken in secret; But is the evidence 
that is desired likely to be dbtained when 
the men who can give it know that their 
: bread and butter is at stake, and that 
they may be victimized? To my own 


curious ‘things have been happening at 
_ Cockatoo Dock, and the rumours which 
are abroad ought to be investigated. I 
-am astounded “that any honorable mem- 
ber should suggest the closing up of the 
docks. I am a good Protectionist and a 


that the dock should be closed, and that 
we should purchase our ships abroad in- 
stead of giving employment in our own 
country, has no right to be in this Par- 
liament, or even in the Commonwealth. 
If we adopt that policy, what shall we 
do with our iron works, and where are 


our people to Bid employment? i tho 
“same policy to be advocated in con- 
‘nexion with everything we produce in 
eines for instance?  Be- 
use there is a slump~in the price of 


I None this 
ouse will ie that doctrine. 
feel keenly on this matter. I have no 
articular interest in Cockatoo Dock, and 
will not defame anybody who is em- 
loyed there; they should get fair 
lay, both managers and men. The 
inister, as the responsible head of 
‘ Ee ac: is the man to whom 
ms ne for a satisfactory 
I congratulate the hon- 
member for Dalley (Mr. Mahony) 
ving raised his voice in this 
nd for standing up for these 


business. 


mental inquiry in progress. 


mnowledge, which is fairly extensive, some 


good Australian, Sand any man who urges 


~ member knows that departmental 


as on the other side of the world, 


| L: Shipbl ng ae 


men, Anon oF one are in dee ‘dite? 
I object to this star chamber committee — 

Ts it a fact that three gentle- e 

men are over in Sydney now taking evi- ee 
dence in, secret ? i 

Mr. Lamp Surra.—There is a depart 


Mr, AUSTIN OHAPMAN.—Will the 
Minister promise to lay the evidence on 
the table of the House? Be 

Mr. Larrp Smrtu.—Would the hone ny. 
able member promise anything like that My 
without seeing the evidence? | ea 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN,—Is dios 
Minister going to be the sole judge? If - 
anything is wrong, honorable members of) 
this House ought to know of it. We are 
the custodians of the public purse, and we ie 
should know if anything is going to be 
done, and if anybody is going to. bar 
shunted or prosecuted. | 

Dr, Maronry.—There 
smothering up. 

Mr, AUSTIN. CHAPMAN.—I agree 
with the honorable member. 

Mr. Larry Smrra.—And I can assure 
the honorable member there will be no 
smothering up with me. But how can I 
promise to place on the table me 
IT have not, seen? 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—wWill the | 
Minister tell us why this committee 18. 
sitting in secret? ah 

Mr. Latrp Smrr.—Because it is ee 
departmental inquiry, and the honorable — 
in- 


should bel no- 


quiries are frequently instituted : 
matters of this kind. I was on halt ae “Bee 
dozen myself before I became a Minister. _ 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN .—TI say that 
every member of this House is entitled ee 
know what is going on, even if it is_ 
charge against. the humblest workman in 
the establishment. It is charged agains 
the Cockatoo Island workers that they 
are going slow. In my opinion, there 
has been some desperate work done thers 
On a former occasion, I made a state- 
ment in this House that some of. the 
men were getting £20 and £30 a week. 
I do not know whether they were earn- — 
ing that sum, but they were paid it. 
Nothing was ‘said about my statement 
then. | 

Mr. Larrp Sarin, “pid E not show 
the honorable member a SaaS: to 
prove that it was not so? 


partmental shone did show ‘ane 


“Jet, and that some of the men were paid 
‘ se day labour, so that we were 
»’ paying double. I do not know whether 


these things are true or not, but it 1s time 


a we got. some information, and I can assure 
‘the Minister that if he went throuch the 


’ dock himself and questioned half-a- dozen 


‘Ni men and gave them an assurance that 


. there would be no victimization, he po , 
ie eet some startling evidence. 


. Mr. Manony.—Why did not the Min- 
3 ister allow us to have a representative of 
the men on the Board? We -could have 
helped him if he had done that.. 
i Bie, AUSTIN 
whe the Minister is getting into a troublesome 
position, and I “do not blame him, but I 
“gay that he will subject himself to blame 
if he does not take some definite action. 
_ Tiis a very serious thing that there should 
be any rumour about hundreds of thou- 
_ gands of pounds worth of material having 
_ disappeared. 
Mr. Larrp Smiru.—tThere are men im 
_ gaol in Sydney, big men, too, for that 
matter. I do not know whether they are 


friends of the honorable member or not. 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—If they 
got rid of a lot of the Government ma- 
_ terial, then they ought to be in gaol. 
ee Mr. Latrp Smrru But. the honorable 
'. member has been saying that I have not 
i done anything. 
~) Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—I am. not 
Deas that at all. I say that the Minis- 
ter should have given us some informa- 
tion. 
_ Mr. Consmoivz.—How these N ational- 
ists love one another ! 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—1I am not 
“pitching” into the Minister at all. I 
_ ata merely saying what I think. I drew 
attention to this matter last year, and was 
told then that I ought to mind niy own 
business. It is remarkable that the Min- 
_ Aster should now tackle me. Why does 
_ not he rise in his place to answer some of 
pee charges? | 
ites.) Mie. Darky Smirua—I will do so at once 
; ae the honorable member will sit down. 


A want to lose my opportunity of speaking 
my mind on this thing. I-ask him 


_ mow definitely to imquire and see if 
- there is anything in this story about 
ie there is 


Vad ik eae of, the Sealark ; 


Getic in ‘ae. ey hone the 


a : am. told: che some a Mit were . d 
or sa Sonate in tthe ye that a numb : 


ter for the Naa [5.47|.—LT court 
else i Awe mgmt of 


CHAPMAN.—I know. 


charge against the humblest ‘man 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.<1 do not 


pany hiss has eae reategoe nae is 
to be doing work at the dock, and the 


ans ae abou ele some. re: the wor! 
1 do not deride any man for getting 
wages, It is a good bras if, meng 
earn big money. i 


Mr. LAIRD SMITH (Deniagenee fin 


fullest inquiry in this House or anyt 


aes hors are quite ahaa of | judg 
because ve) watch me ee pai ind 


cada ah ecw but I im 
fullest inquiry. S 
—~Mx Austin CHaPMan. —Wh 
that? one ! 

Mr. LAIRD SMITH. a aa not ik 
One honorable member did. All I 
say is that if honorable members wi 
ja they will find that such is no 


Thabaveinente in the ‘Common santa ( 
years, ten years, twenty years? No 
have heen in charge for ee eight 3 


opportunity I looked. for in ora 
something upon it. I realize my res 
sibility as a Minister. Unless I had | 
proof, I would not presume to lay 


ployed in the dockyard, and EB am 
deavouring, to the West of my abili 
oe the help of the Naval Board— 


Me ee iiion possible i in connexio 
this matter. I do not profess to be 
expert—no Minister can be on | os 
thing—and so I must rely up 
advice of the experts in my Dep: 
They have given me most loyal 
which I fully appreciate. The 
mittee that Be ea, apo nie 


ae for Cabinet Ee leaiion 
ertain statements were made some time 


L 
ago, and, as a result of inquiries, we 


scertained that a man in a big firm in 


Sydney was systematically defrauding 
Department. He is in gaol now. 
20 put him there? — 
0 period him for his erime. That 
Manony.—Where did you get the 
‘mation upon which you acted? 
‘Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—In much the 
me manner as [ am endeavouring to 
tain information now—within the De- 
partment. 
The honorable eheumher for Eden- 
onaro (Mr. Austin Chapman) — 
ee ce about, the Sealark that was 


| as fair, and so. he did not make any 
finite charges. He referred to a 
nour, and I shall be glad to authorize 


. 


an inquiry to ascertain the facts. 


i reference to the statement made by 
3 honorable member for East Sydney 
Jf allele about tenders for electro- 


T understand that these turbines 


e beet designed for the generation of 


" isin iehdone to the wale of shout 
£200,000, for the construction of the same 


‘ = PS en, eons the honorable 


: ae te not know. 


. Manony.—Nor does anybody else. 
LAIRD SMITH—Not long ago 


‘g w a Sydney company’s prospectus, 
h stated that they were going to f 


is work. Cockatoo Island dock ‘is 
building establishment constructed a 
particular purpose, and the construc- 
n of electro-turbines, I understand, re- 
g a certain number of highly skilled 


very few sigieges ae ee te 


The Government, | 


said. 


| inl Lote ddan gorttitl ies ‘Gane are ced 
fain Lopey into” ‘affairs at the 


by a certain company, and I belie 
would be very difficult indeed to get - 
for Cockatoo Island dock. I have 
been informed that it would take 

months at least to equip the establishi 


ling machinery for this special work 
all be overhead charges, and then using 
only once. Would that be sound us 
ness $ 

Now, with reference to the Aisharge o 


_ because no one Wepisia more ds tT 0 
that the men had to go out. 


I am endea- 
vouring to find out who was responsible 
for that. The committee of inquiry 
assisting me to do so. I have not in my 
possession at the present time sufficient 
information to make a direct charge 
against the General Manager. 

Mr. Ryan.—Does the Minister believe 
that the committee of na will find 
out who was responsible? ; 

Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—I hope that they 
will do so, because some one is responsible. 
Had the instructions of the Naval Board 
as issued from Melbourne been carried out 
this would never have happened. A 

Mr. Mawony.—Oan the hides pro 


‘duce those instructions ? 


Mr. LAIRD SMITH.--From 6th Jul 4 
1920, until the 7th December, 1920, fre 
408 to 865 men were employed. on ni 


construction, but as other work, such 


the re-conditioning of transports 


~ building of other ships, ceased, the Gene: 


Manager, instead of discharging the 1 
engaged on that class of work, put them o 
the construction of the Adelaide, with tk 
result that we find that the number of 
engaged on naval construction iner 
from 408 men on 6th July, Maa i 
numbers as follow :— 


4th January, 1921 
lith January, 1921 .. 
18th January, 1921... 
25th January, 1921 
lst February, 1921 
8th February, 1921 
1th February, 1921 
22nd February, 1921 
lst March, 1921 

8th Mareli, 1921 


aha ae ahouie ileied one new eal 
onstruction would be exceeded before the 
end of the financial year. This is dis- 
osed by the following minute :— to emp | to ‘twist ee ‘mean 


‘At the monthly review of expenditure on 
Gockatoo Island it was found by the Naval 
Board in January, 1921, that the rate of ex- sonally responsible, seeing: that. | 
penditure had risen to an extent which would done everything that. any one would L 
result in the amount allotted to new naval pect of a Minister in charge of a D ,: 
construction being exceeded before the end of jyont. War | that reacee eee 


e financial year. Sead . me. 
he general manager’s attention was at once nae oh pnae lett When a Minister gi 


alled to this fact, but, notwithstanding this, ? order, and it is transmitted to 
he high rate of expenditure was not only proper quarter, where it is sup 
maintained, but actually increased, and the be carried out, can he be held res 
funds becoming exhausted, it, eventually be- Gf it is not pia out, so. lon 


came necessary for the Naval Board to take | 
drastic action and order a cessation of work brings all concerned to task imm dia’ 


on the two vessels concerned—the Adelaide and he hears that it has not been carried 
the Mombah. That 3 is the course I intend to a 


in the face of the instruction from the hts for the present: a er affa 1 
Naval Board, and with the knowledge that Cockatoo« Island, he will be ‘ma 
the money was not available, some one is suffer ag. he desorves vo. autem 


responsible for permitting this to continue. {hink any member would expect 1 
-am endeavouring to Pe out who. that ve ee eae tae watching ev 


some one is. ; man working in’ every branch of a 
Mr. Manony.—Did not the Naval public Department. How could I d 


Board tell the General Manager how much A system has been laid down which 
oney was allotted ? shall endeavour to work to the 


a my ability. I have not been abse 
Mr. LAIRD SMITH—The General my office one day, except when 


Manager i is advised through his accountant tates on departmental busin g 
as to how much money is available each jaye worked holidays — 7 
month. The Finance Member of the The control of coal supplies ny ad 
Naval Board informs me that that advice 4, my responsibilities, giving abet 


Is. given. | _ great deal more work to do t 
Mr. Mattony.—Does the General Man. anticipated, . and ole: of al 
ager forward to you quarterly or monthly . 
Teports upon the progress of the work? 


_ Mr, LAIRD SMITH.—At my request 
all Departments furnish me with quarterly 
_ reports of work in progress. In fact, im- 
_. mediately I took charge of the Depart- 
ment, I expressed the desire to be informed 
as to how things were going on, and as to the Treasury. officials? | } 
ae the financial condition of all the branches. Mr. WAIBD ‘SMITH. ms did not 
| To this end I said that I would like to jt out in J anuary ; I wish I had 
_have statements furnished periodically. But as soon as I discovered 
a statements ise be furnished to men was rhe short, I mad 


‘ 


hold of any somone ‘elon in 
orecd of Seery tints that was going on? partment for this purpose. 
Mr. LATRD SMITH. Yes, provided Mr. Mawony.—Did you n 
hat I had been so apprised; ee Ll was the Treasurer? _ he 
10t advised of this. matter, nor was the 


M: AHONY. —Bub you have jet if 
ot were apprised. : 


“Mr. RILEY (sou, Avaey. Ie. 10 
my also desire to protest against the maz 
Tam Ria thae ‘ae honorable mem- ner in which he men at Cockatoo Isl 

for Parkes (Mr. Marr) has mentioned me, _ 
important subject, the em- I would like to point out that, at @ : 

yment of returned soldiers. My aim moment of their dismissal, there appear 3 
nce I have been in the Department has in the press an announcement that the — 
een to employ a returned soldier every cruiser Adelaide had cost nearly 
ime I have had the opportunity to do £1,000,000, and had been on the stocks 
: One of the finest men it is possible for several years, the insinuation bemg 
get in the service to-day is working that the responsibility for this rested upon ~ 

the Department in‘ close association the men, In fact, it was hinted that “is 

He ‘did splendid work at the way the teason for the stopping of wo 


ont, where he was wounded, and now 
Nas eine ene vee here. The same Mr. Laren, Smrrm.—The Departmen 


S 


did not give ae reason, 


partment. | : Mr. RILEY.—1I am not saying so. 
Extension of tume granted. - true facts are that the cruiser Adel d 
~The honorable member for Grey (Mr. was under construction during the war 
oynton) will probably .take over the and because it was seen that it could be 
ntrol of shipbuilding, and have charge of no assistance during the war, it was 
Cockatoo Island in the near future, placed ae sab a wharf at ae docks, 
b and work was concentrated on the fitting 
j can bdo for the men who tan manasa of | troopships. Work was oneal 
re _ Honorable suspended on the Adelade. A, 


- i ca Vor them. I shall also see if it ae Pace.—But did she oie i 
ossible to do anything for these re- . een 
1ed men at Garden Island, because I Mr. RILEY.—1I shall explam tha pont 
i | igati tion. As the war proceeded, the Navy 

found out the weaknesses of different 

classes >f ships, and many weaknesses 

were found in cruisers of the Adelaide 

ty ype: As a consequence, many ae 
- which had been completed on the Adelat 

yikes “LAIRD SMITH. May antec had to be altered, ae very often when 
also a question which needs looking into. tha alterations \were! etogioh Ahaw a 
Mr. tee oat ra ee! ‘het qj ens Board would come along and say, “ Thai 
ees ae A nei PRO ae Ae Seal not do; this has to be altered’? A; 

e a consequence, they have kept on altering 

co aEY. ‘LAIRD SMITH. The honorable the Adelaide from time to time, and, ol 
om aT | may rest assured that I shall x course, naturally the cost of constructio: 


hag gone up. 


Dr, Maronzy.—All the time ig ve 


Since. T have been in head charges went on. 


ge of the Department, I have made. 
L ange a Hei AK no one in at ae 
alterations have been has on ae 
cruiser; what they have cost; and the 
necessity for them; and When that info 
d. LI regret it if I have spoken at mation is secured, it will be seen ‘tines is 
length on this important question; wh 
as the honorable member for Eden- . 
170, ae aad an rae has said, tinuous nharations: were solely respon- 
| sible for the adden cost, Time nes 


. Stes it is ae a new Poe as ae 
tinct from the original design. Sometimes 
after an alteration has been made ‘the 
original design has been reverted to. 
“When we find a Naval Board so incom- 
_ petent.as to keep on wasting the. people’ 8 

‘money in this way, there is ample justi- 
fication for this House to condemn 
their actions and see that in future they 
do not interfere with a vessel’s design, but 


will allow it to be completed, and thus 


give the workmen a fair chance. 


The Minister for Works and Railways 
: (Mr. Groom) has made a statement that 
information was laid by constables against 
a high. official on Cockatoo Island, upon 
which a prosecution in an inferior Court 
took place, and that, despite the facet that 
certain material from the island had been 
found in this official’s back yard, which 
evidence, when placed before the lower 
Court, 
there was no prosecution in a higher 
Court. 2 
_ Mr. Bowpzn.—He produced the depart- 
“mental receipt for the material. _ 
“ Mr. RILEY.—That is all moonshine. 
‘The Department has no right to sell to an 
‘ofieer. dt is all camouflage to say ‘that 
he got a receipt. 
duee it in the lower Gount? If he had 
done so he would not have been committed 
for inal. 


Mr. Ricuarp Fosrrr.—tlIf he was able 
to produce a genuine receipt, why did he 
not proceed against the Government ? 


> Mr. RILEY.—Quitte so» and why did 
they not re-employ him? It is all very 
“fishy.” The Minister will have to make 
a very different statement to this House to 
induce it to believe otherwise. 


‘little bit of wood in his basket, was 
charged with stealing the wood, committed 
for trial, found guilty, and dismissed. 

I do not wish ito say anything to pre- 

_ judice the employment of these men again, 
but if the Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook) 

and the Minister fgr the Navy (Mr. Laird 

Smith) could get together with the Prime 

Minister (Mr. Hughes), I am sure they 

could be re-employed in another week or 

obwo. | _ Owing to the high cost of living 
boy work cers at the island could only live 
employment w while steel plates are re ready to 


SHS 


at ‘the balan Neat rea aay criti 


may not be allowed to remain in | 
eaused his committal for -trial, 


Why did he not pro- 


Another — 
_ man, who was discovered taking away a 


faye been no justification for 1550 


to-day I appeal to the pee to 


es men for the Ovorheed ee oe 0 
the expense incurred in connexio 
alterations. There are too many 
paid inspectors and officials; and su 
the men cannot be held responsi le | 
the outlay incurred in that direetion: 
The officers and men are there to do th 

work, and if they do not perform at 
factorily their services should not, 
tained. . I trust. the ‘Tneasumer: 
Joseph Cook) and the Minister for 
Navy (Mr. Laird Smith) wall ear 
consider the advisableness of reinste 


the men next week, so that the Ade 


present unpainted condition, as she is ¢ 
eyesore to thousands of people who « 
the Harbor daily, and is a reflection upc 
the Contmonwealth warner the 
vernment, and the workmen. TI ask 
Government’ to complete the wore 
lieve the vessel is now up to date 
thus prepare for the construction of 
larger ships, as that will be the means 
absorbing a large number of men who. 
at présent unemployed. TI trust the T 
surer will endeavour to find suffi 
money to keep the men engaged unti 
Estimates for the next financial year 
passed. 


Mr. BOWDEN (Nepean) 6. ir). ~ 
information that has been given to 4 
House by Ministers this ewes 0 
ma there has been sufficient ground | 


In the first Tetanae there ee 


ine market in Svdney withens 
slightest notice or warning, and it se 


towards the Treasurer because he 
he would not find any more money. 


pay. very “dearly for ‘his “achenel a 
have been informed that a departmer 

inquiry is being held to ascertain wh 
really responsible for vie Pigeon 


‘open to censure. The shel ee of the 
reasury is also represented, and it.is not 


i Vic 


| that the officer from — that 
- Department will blame the Trea- 
= sury. “There is also a’ member re- 


‘presenting the Ship Construction Branch, 
and he will not hold this Department or 
Minister responsible. In these  cir- 
cumstances, it seems very unlikely that 
the blame will be placed on the right 
“shoulders. We are endeavouring to. es- 
tablish the shipbuilding industry in Aus- 
‘tralia, and, in doing so, are’meeting with 
‘opposition nah one of the sroatest ecom- 
bines in the world. Lord Inchcape and 
his followers are only too ready to 
athingly criticise the Commonwealth 
ipbrilding policy, and naturally the 
osition which has recently been created 
il be given great publicity, not only in 
our own newspapers, but in others cir- 
-eulated i in other parts of the world. Cir- 
| cumstances such as these will do more 
‘damage to Australia than many others 
hat might be mentioned. “The fact 
1at £75,000 which ought to have been 
Ro pended between March ang June was 
disbursed before February by some one, 

apparently without the knowledge of the 
Treasurer—because the Treasurer said 
at his account showed a credit of 
5,000—surely needs some explanation. 


“Sir .Josmppn Coox.—I 


still have it 


BOWDEN.—The credit still re- 
and PE | some one in 
There 


Mr. 


ains, 


ae ive ee have ‘nob been 


ary Seeks, eee. im peadling ae a 
ocument, he said that in January the 
pee was amber micd that, at he went 


a 
been -exceeded until the was 


‘submitted to the Department. There “is 
n this fact . striking evidence of 

ae canal as some one has 
soo a oe sum of 


liable officers imdicates tate im many entige 


aid kn ony 


not 


that the money ‘had™been spent. 
bas been mismanagement, and the result 
is that the persons who have paid the 
penalty have not been those who were res 
sponsible. The officers are still ems 
ployed; but 1,500 men who, as we know, 
live . practically from sveek to week, ate 
out of work and have to ‘bear the conse- 
quence of same one else’s blunder, Uf 
ever there was.an occasion for a searching © 
inquiry it is in veonnexion with the ad- 
ministration of Oockatoo Isiand Doek- 
yard: It hes been stated that some men 
have been camming £20 per week, and, af 
that is se, all power to them; but they — 
were on nicce-work and would have: bill? 
CAT money, otherwise it would mot be — 
ona m ae The statements of the two 
Ministers concerning the allegations — 
which have been made are very unsatis- 
factory, and ithe whole question seems — i 
to be surrounded with an atmosphere — 
of uneertainty, which -makes  h, 
appear that an attempt 1s being made ~ 
to smother wp something. The least we 
can do is to have an investigation which, 
will be satisfactory to this House e, Instead” 

of a star-chamber inquiry by a few Go- : 
vernment officrals. ne 


Motion (by Dr. Hartz P.acr) peas | 
to—-* 


LES 


That the time/for the discussion of co 


motion be extended by cone ‘half-hour. 


_ Dr. EARLE PAGE (Cowper) {6.26]— _ 
As there are several others who desire to 
speak to this motion, I do not intend ¢ 
delay the House for amore’ than a Lew 
moments. The fact that there has bee 
such an embroglio in connexion with thi 
matier, and that 1,600 men have suddenly; 
been thrown out of work, certainly needs’ 
some explanation. It is incredible %& 
think that the money available for these 
works in the current financial year has 
been exhausted without the Departmen 
being aware of it. It is inexcusable in 
the light of the fact that two years ago 
the Economy Commission, in eonducting 
its investigations, directed special atten- 
tion to the conduct of the Cockatoo. ox 
land Dockyard. The report of that. Rees 


mission states— 
Evidence supplied by highly placed and re 


eee ae tae andl Se Se tabiag 


He “The a. Morning H erald, com- 
menting on the position, continues— 


aa statement in regard to the Stores ‘Branch 


- June, 1916, but the stock-sheets showing the 
- nf result only left the dock in March, 1919. “They 

_ showed deficits amounting to £52, 886, and sur- 
pluses of £42,807, making a net deficit of 
- £10,079 on a total stock of £117,071. It’ was 
advisable that the construction, of the Ade- 
aide should be reviewed, as, with the gift 
hie received from Great Britain, the Com- 
-monwealth would have more vessels than she 
“would require. That is exactly what has oc- 
curred, Our Fleet is too expensive to keep 
in commission, so at present a big portion of 
it thas been placed on the reserve. 


In the light. of the Commission’s report 
more than usual care and supervision 
- -ghould have been exercised concerning 
what was actually taking place. On this 
occasion there seems to have been less than 
7 usual. In view of the conditions existing 
at the Cockatoo Island dockyard, it is 
Dauike conceivable that something similar 
_ May transpire at any moment in any 
_ other public Department. It is particularly, 
 oetiabls at a time like the present, 
when money is so difficult to obtain, 
eed when productive undertakings are 
_ hampered owing to the absence of capital, 
that we should have proceeded with the 
construction of the 4delaide, which is, we 
_ understand, already obsolete. We should, 
_ two years ago, have devoted attention to 


more productive works and thus pro- - | 


ceeded in some more gradual method of 
vledie employment for these men. 


‘Sir Josep Coox.._Who said that the 
| Addaide was obsolete ? 


Dr. EARLE PAGE.—It has been fre- 
2 IW aasuins stated. 


that the Department was constantly re- 
placing obsolete portions of the ship. It 


ould get full value for every expendi- 
_ ture, and there are many directions in 
which the capital employed could have 
been more profitably spent. 
to submit this phase of the question, 


ibe is no administrative control, and no one 


“ showed that stock-taking took place on 30th tl 
Hie these of the. Trageetand ‘Ge 


The honorable member 
if for South Sydney (Mr. Riley) said that 
_ the great cost was largely due to the fact. 


pe reds idle practically witheee! | 


s very necessary at this juncture that we 


I merely 


a use other speakers seem to have over- - 


i, Treasurer 


Cook), the Minister for the Nav ‘ 
Laird Smith), and the Minister 
Works and Railways’ (Mr. Groor 
do not think one could find a more 
ing example of Ministerial iz 
than is revealed by the combined re 
of these Ministers. J do not propo 
reiterate the facts as atl by the - 


able members, but I Auate to make 
remarks in criticism of the attit 


member for Cowper (Dr. Earle P 
having moved for an extension of t 
permit this important matter to 

ther discussed. Indeed, it 1 7 
importance that it deserves a1 
longer period for debate than 
allotted. While thanking the hi 
member, I desire to take the opp 


the honour which oe been conf 
him by the members of the. 
which ‘he peepee. i) 


dea the ‘pubic at 


ee 
D i. 


aoe without any provision | ior a 


anane that 


fe states that Paniiomest Taal a cer- 
tain amount of money, and that that vote 
vaving: been expended, it was impossible 


continue work. JI do not agree that, 


iy the Treasurer is taking up a proper atti- 
tude. He says he is not entitled to spend 
“more money than has been authorized by 
‘Parliament. Parliament, when it passes 
an. Be eae doce, so on the basis of 


advice usually comes ee he SOAs 
imself. It is quite possible that the 
: honorable gentleman : eae 


ate imhich Hh Pepa had not the power 
_inerease. Consequently, the responsi- 
bility—almost the sole responsibility— 
for the fact of the amount not being 
eater lies with the Treasurer himself, 
may be that the amount recommended 
At all events, ap sum 


punt was We for ie a Deed 
o the Treasurer, that Minister is respon- 
sible i in nee he has not kept proper super- 


-ent nuitaonts It is quite new to 

“me to learn that some particular officer 
ca. spend the whole of a vote long before 
: oy year has ended, ond that oe 


W the hate “is that the 
Dy is all gone and a large number 
en have had to be thrown out of em- 
One would coed that either 


y va (Mr. ashes) onl. tay some sys- 
n by which a report would be tendered, 

7, monthly, to the Minister direct, as to 

> progress of expenditure in relation to 
ticular votes. The responsibility, to 
mind, rests upon the Treasurer in the 
ane ‘place, either in that in the original 
estimate he did not calculate what was a 


ia his estimate too low, or that, having 


r amount to be allocated, and thus — 


is. estimate on a piper es he 


way of obtaining progress pay upon 
the expenditure of the amount in ques- 
tion. There should be some system. 


eg JosepH Coox.—There is a system. 


Mr. RYAN. —To whom do the reports 
come ? 


Sir Josepn Coox.—My responsibility is 
discharged when J[ issue warrants a 
stated periods for certain amounts; the 
warrant passes from me to the Minister in 
charge of the Department concerned. I 
cannot follow these votes through all the 
ramifications of the pune Departments 
in Australia. 


Mr. RYAN.—I am speaking with some 
experience of administration when I say 


that the expenditure of particular Depart-_ a 
ments should be reviewed, for example, 
monthly. There should be some Minister 


directly responsible to this House who 


knows the progress rate of expenditure in 
connexion with large votes in various De- ~ 
partments; and the situation should never 
arise in which it could be suddenly made 
known, in January or February of a finan. _ 


cial year, that the whole of the year’s vote 
had been expended, and a great industry — 


dislocated, so that large numbers of men 
are’ thrown upon an already glutted 
It should not be ‘possible 
for that kind of thing to happen without — 


labour market. 


some responsible Minister knowing what. 
is coming. If it can ,happen, however, 
there is ‘something wrong; and ib 1s. for 
this Parliament to see that a system. 
of administration is adopted which »will 
enable the Treasurer, or the Prime Minis- 
ter, or the responsible Minister—whoever 
he may be—to keep his hand upon the 
pulse of things and know, roughly at all 
events, the progress rate of expenditure 
on any and every particular vote. But 
because such a system has not been 
adopted and practised by the Government, 
this position has arisen, and honorable 
members have to listen to occupants of the 
front Treasury bench informing the 
House that they know nothing about the 
maiter, but that some one has blundered. | 
We have: to, laten, fo then saying, “We. 
knew nothing at all until we read about 
it in the papers, and until we found great 
unemployment and suffering among the 
women and children in Sydney. ”” And yet, 
all that is to be done is to institute an 
Roatan to ascertain: who is - responsible. ai 


| Adjournment 
é 
Weeks: have passed, ey no - Minister ° 
cam tell us to-day how this trouble came 
about.. At the same time some secret 
investigation is going on. 
investivators ? What is the tribunal which 
has been set: up to decide on whose 
shoulders the responsibility rests? As far 
as Parliament is concerned it rests on the 
shoulders of one or other of the three or 
four Ministers. There appears to be 
divided responsibility in respect of con- 
trol, and there are four Ministers im- 
volved, namely, the Treasurer, the Minis- 
ter for the N avy, the Minister for Works 
and Railways, and the Minister for Home 
and Territories (Mr. Poynton). 


ait 


Mr. Poynron.—I have nothing at all to 
do with the construction of those ships. 


Mr. RYAN.—I accept the Minister’s 
denial; so that responsibility remains with 
the three other Ministers mentioned. They 
have appointed. a committee to undertake 
an inquiry im secret; and who are the 
members of this Committee? Offers 
immediately responsible to themselves. 
There is an officer representing the Min- 
ister for the Navy, another representing 
the Treasurer, and another is represent- 
ing the shipbuilding. 

Mr. Manony.— Yes; the Department of 
the Minister for Home and. Territories. 


_Mr. RYAN.—That is so.. Is it. likely 
that, those: officers can throw the responsi- 
bility’ on Ministers? It is not feasible. 
Does any honorable member doubt that 
the motive for the inquiry is to find a 
scapegoab? The Minister for the Navy 
(Ma. Laird Smith), when I interjected 
in. the course of his remarks, 
whether he was trying to make a scape- 
goat of the manager at Cockatoo Island, 
said, ‘‘T hope so.’ 


Mr, Larrp Smirx.—I did not. 


| Mr. RYAN.—I am prepared to rely 
on flansard. 


* 


(Mr. Larep Surra.—tl said the respon- 
: sible person. 

-» Mr. RYAN.—I referred to the man- 
ager. : # } 
Mr. 


Larrp Suitre.—tI did not hear the 


ey) 


a honorable member refer to the manager 
Cag he interjected. | 


i ake RYAN The 2 Minister expressed 
: he! hope that somebody at Cockatoo 
» Carel would bY found ied arate 


_ [REPRESENTATIVES 


Who are the - 


concerning. 


amount spent. 


ae avant Surra.—t howe! sae 
will be found. a 


Mr. RYAN.—Yes; and ney 
seats in this House. There is no 
to go to Cockatoo Island for them, — 


Sir Joszrpx Coox.—The ‘ab 
member has just made the seers 
i that ie Treasurer should — 


ve ‘Ditoaudl, every  ‘Deparane am 


Mr. RYAN.—I have not sugge 
that; but that there should be’ 
system by which the Treasurer wou d 
able to secure information at regu 
intervals concerning the rate of expe 
ture of large votes in different De 
ments. There should never agai 
such a sorry situation as that which h; 
now developed, wherein the Treasu 
says, ‘‘ The vote for Cockatoo Island 
spent before I knew anything abet 
And now he is chasing about the ¢ 
with a secret board of inquiry to fin 
culprit.. There is something radic: 
wrong. Kae 


Sir JosEru Cons. —Quite true. \a 
morning there was a sum of £75,,01 
standing to the credit of that vote in 1 
books. 


Mr. Hate pe —Then that 


Government. 
and the 


tion of tee. 
come ate wrong, 


oe Canecag Sanne: as pete. it ‘se 
deavoured to make a scapegoat, but w: 
the general financial administration — 
the Government. | 


Extension of time granted. 


‘The Minister for the” Navy (Mr. 
Smith) said that in January the manag 
of Cockatoo Island was. given certain ad 
vice which, if I summarize it corre 
was to the-effect. that if the present. ra 
expenditure were son uantnae he Me i 
ceed the: estimate. i 


Mr. 


Mr. RYAN.—It is quite a comm 
thing for an estimate to be exceeded 
deed, am estimate is never the 


‘LAIRD SMITH. —Hear, hear! 


manager should so Feeriaee ie ae 
ture as. to ‘eopika ra cover a cox tan er 


guage. Belay he was aetedl to ex- 
d his estimate, because he was s not told 


t to go on. 5 


_ Sir Josrpn Coox.—Not only Whdald he 
bave been told that. but he should have 
ii told that. he must not exceed the 


ae ats. RYAN.—If he were told it then 
- it-was at a period when it was impossible 

- to make the unexpended vote stretch out 
over the balance of the year. 


- Mr. Larep Surru.—There is a standing 
order that no member of the Navy De- 
- partment must exceed the warrant autho- 

rity of the Treasury. 


Mr. RYAN.—Then who is the officer 
who has done so? 


Mr. Laren Surra.—Tat is what I wish 
oy find out. 

Mr. RYAN.—Perhaps it is one of the 
* workmen who have been dismissed. Is 
there not some one in Sydney who is 
higher in authority than the manager of 
the Cockatoo Island dockyard? It must 
be obvious that the explanations of Minis- 
ters are entirely unsatisfactory. 


T have dealt sufficiently with the two 
points which, to my mind, are salient. 
© If you go through the Estimates you will 
_ find that many ‘of the Departments have 
exceeded their votes. 


Mr. Ritey.—The War Service Homes 
“Commission for ons. 


Mr. RYAN.—Yes, and many others, 


een Ministers know that votes are often 
-exceeded. Frequently an amount double 
the estimate is spent. An estimate is not 
- the absolute limit of expenditure. Con- 
sequently, responsibility for ‘what has 


thrust upon some subordinate who cannot 
come here to defend himself, and I hope 
that the House will see that that is not 
a done. It would be disgraceful if, because 
a thing of this sort happened through the 
"ineptitude of Ministers, or the mistake of 
some one in the Government, a subordi- 


¢ i ‘suffer, and perhaps lose his pee. 
ht : 
p Sir vi osern Coox.—I entirely agree with 


-[8.21].—This debate is disappointing to 


4 is a common occurrence. »All who have, 


taken place in this case should, not be. 


i nate Public servant should be made “to 


ae RYAN. —j am a te Sone ere : 
but the interjection is not quite in accord 
with some that have been made during ° the 
debate. I hope, too, that the Government 
will see that steps are taken to compen: 
sate those persons among the 1,600 men 
who have been dismissed, to whom the 
undertaking was given, although some 
times indefinite in form and not reducec 
toi writing, that they - would have ‘con 
tinuous employment. I hope that the 
will be compensated, or that they will 
given continuous employment. ; 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon Sir Elliot Joi a 
son).—The honorable member’s time ha: 
expired. 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER (Wakefield), 


a oe many of us who, from 1914 on 
wards, have fought continuously, and at 
last chketulie, for the appointment of | 
an expert Committee to investigate ihe | 
administration of all the Departments. 
At that time the Naval Department was 
in a istate of chaos, and the ronan i 
Commission made it one of its first. se 
duties to investigate the administratrss 
of that Department, and to frame recom- 
mendations concerning it. I should ies ‘ 
to know from the Government whether 
those Pee emer: ons have been carried — 
into effect. 


I have now only sufficient time to ee 
attention to three points. We have the 
allegations of honorable members opposite 
and some admissions from the Govern 
ment, which suggest that there is still 
want of proper system in that Depar 
ment. The Treasurer (Sir Josep 
Cook) *has told us that the Departmen 
had a Treasury warrant authorizing th 
expenditure of £300,000, with the inf 
mation that the money was to be spent 
throughout the whole finaneial yea 
Then all at once it was discovered ‘that 
the whole sum had been spent in eigh 
months. The Minister “for the _ Navy 
(Mr. Laird Smith) says that he is en- 
deavouring to discover who is to blame. 
Under a proper system of management 
that should be discovered in five minute 
A. warrant authorizing expenditure goes 
from the Treasurer to the Minister, and 
from him to the Accountant of the D 
partment, and there should be month 
reports and prea, of balances i Tne 


| Sore cee Sond sot haus Neen 
a made. It should not be difficult to dis- 
 eover who is responsible for the blunder 
that has occurred. Then it is alleged 
ee material of a value running into 
very big figures is missing, With a 
‘proper system, such as is observed 
every well-ordered business concern, that 
would be impossible. If the stores were 
_ properly controlled and issued, and, when 
. issued, followed to their ultima use, it 
~ could be seen at a glance whether an issue 
cf ne) been applied.to the particular pur- 
pose for which it was intended, and 
there would be a check against loss or 
a misappropriation. 
We were promised a proper ‘costing 
system, and I should like the Minister to 


vided for. If it has not, I cannot under- 
stand the reason, nor can I understand 
how honorable members who have con- 
demned this enterprise root and branch 
now say that we can build ships as 
economically as they can be built else- 
where. We have been promised by 
Ministers halt. yearly reports upon 
Government industrial enterprises. I 
hope that the Minister for Shipbuilding 
(Mr. Poynton) will soon present his next 
half-vearly report, so that we may know 
just where we. stand. It has | been 
_ claimed that, shipbuilding has ‘been a suc- 
cess during the past few years. We can- 
not form a proper opinion from the 
experience of abnormal times. The 
_ Minister has submitted reports and com- 
: parative statements, but I should like to 
_ have up-to-date information, because the 

‘country. is being committed to an expen- 

diture of many millions, and we should 
know where the money is going and 
whether we are getting 20s. of value for 
every. ‘£1 spent. This is. not a party 
question. All honorable members should 
insist on proper and adequate returns at 
C regular and short intervals. The 
xovernment should know each month 
the progress of a_ work | is, 
the expenditure has been, and 
; Ute estimates are being exceeded. 
hout this close application we shall 
o review the whole question again. 
derstand the Si gheating to say et 


heey 


‘serutinize enous all the 


say whether such a system has been pro- 


don; 


betel reat Representative in n London : 


on the ae bocaus I am watch 
lic expenditure in this 
keenly indeed. 
it, and I say that this Hous 


the Government will keep politic 
them. Ae a Government outa 


enterprise, and it barely does, it ¢ 
be when politics in every sense are 
excluded from its operation. As 
polities get im we have want of dis 


tell the world that, wider Be ¢0 
a Government can do the work as ° 
outside enterprise, where the best 
and the best experience that mom 
buy are applied to the managemen: 

Question resolved in the negative. — 


ibe ged ap 


PURCHASE OF AIRPLAI 
AND SEAPLANES, 


Mr.. MARKS asked the Ministei 
presenting the rareadehe for Defe 
upon notice— | 

1. What are the names, war ge 


ing and lone of rota and | 

2. Have such officials had any experi 
the designing and construction of air 
and Seaplanes? 

3. What is the description ah ie how m 
airplanes and flying boats have alre 
purchased or are on order outside 
monwealth for the Government, and 
Me were they designed? 


Sit GRANVILLE RYRIE. 
answers to the a member 
Heng are :— 


but the services of the les 
of the British Air Ministry are utilized a 
nexion with the placing of orders, an 
inspection of equipment. The onl 


» the Air Ministry as. 
Officer. At the conclusion: 
_ officer was employed as. Officer-in-Charge, Aus- 
an _Airerait marge Section, jeoeang Hex 


‘The Scion andi passing of aircraft 
terial are done by Air Ministry officials, who 


experienced in construction and designing. © 
is not the topes of the Austratian — 


i hw, aison Officer. 


: a There are at ren no ‘aeroplanes or 
flying boats on order outside the Common- 
re th for the Commonwealth Government, 
have any been purchased since the cessa- 
ion of hostilities. It is, however, the oname 
tion to arrange without delay for the purchas 
yf 12 Fairey 3D seaplanes, the first of which 
now being manufactured for the Royal Air 
ree; and 9 F5 flying boats, designed in 1918. 
Both these types are now standard in the 
oyal Air Force for the particular work for 
which ay were beigadneecn 


EXPORT OF BEEF. 


IMPERIAL Rusrrorrows. 


t a British Ministry « of Health Piast the 
striction ings the Gh on Naas of brisket 


;  QREENE—In Denebiuonie of the 
istence in some parts of Australia of 


‘worm nodules in cattle, the British Go- 


vernment ever since 1911 have debarred 
the entry into England of forequarters 
. eet. from Australia unless the brisket 


3 including ‘the shin, of Bee ros 
ly 90 lbs. of beef from wen carcass. 


porters, the Commonwealth Govern- 


¢ some little time ago nominated a’ 


resentative to approach the British 
istry sake Health on the subject. Nene 
ations took place, and a modification of 
he absolute prohibition of the importa- 
of brisket beef was suggested, but 


Imperial Government’s requirements — 


regard thereto were so stringent that, 


discussing the position with méas — 


ters. in the Commonwealth, it was | 
usly decided that it would be' 


otter to submit to the Hee and ae 


nce this ae 


j me MARKS ‘asked the Postma 


iPoneral, upon notice— 


2. What progress ‘has Roa made in ite mail 
carrying trials proposed last year toi be ca: 
ried out with Government elise . 


Mr. 


ment of Defence :— 


1, The proposal of the Larkin Syoeeal Aw 
tion Company is one of many suggestions tha 
have been received with reference to aer 
mail contracts. After receipt of the Lar 
Sopwith proposal a cable was sent to the Po 
master-General, United States of America, — 
asking for full information as to the form of | 
contracts his Government was granting to ¢ 
lian companies, in order that the Common~ 
wealth might be guided by experience gained. 
in America over the period of eighteen months 
that mail services had been operating there, 
This information has only been received b 
‘the last mail, and there has not yet been time 
to consult with the Air Council in reference to 
the valuable information now to hand. It i 
hoped to be able to make a definite statement 
of policy ine regard to mail contracts very 
shortly. 


2. Proposals covering experimental aerial | 
mail services over alternative routes have been 
submitted to the Air Council for consideration, 
and estimates of cost involved are now in 
course of preparation. 


CONSTRUCTION OF H.M.AS 
BRISBANE AND ADELAIDE.~ 
oe BAYLEY asked the Minister for 
the Navy, upon notice— 


Whether he will supply the followi 
formation :— ahs 
1. H.M.AS. Brisbane. Taalnet aia down, 


eompleted, total cost! 


mated date of comip leone pens a ria 
mated amount ies any to is a | 


M.A.S. Adelaide? 


‘Mr, LAIRD SMITH—The answ wer ‘ yy 
the honorable er 8 qnestione re— 


January, 1913; date ngnipletegs 12th ‘Decom 
ber, 1916; total cost, £746,623. 47 ie ye 

2. H.M.A.S. Adelaide. Lauda laid down, 2 
November, 1917; estimated date of complet 
six months from the date of recommen 
work; cost to 15th March, 1921, £1,051, 
‘estimated armcune Peanited to. . nplete 
Cocime ah i SRNR 2 . 


3. ‘The reasons for the. Hierstite & in ike cost 
estimated cost of H.M.A.S. Adelaide, are as fol- 
WwW i— 

“an (ay The reduction in value of sovereign 
due to increase in wages, and.in cost of 
raw materials, represents a sum of 
£325,522. 
an (b) Other factors which have entailed 
additional expenditure on H.M.A.S. Ade- 
 Jaide are as follow:—Increased, length, and 
o yone extra 6-in. gun; addition of tripod 
- foremast; increased accommodation for 
u crew, as recommended by Welfare Com- 


of TLM.AS. Brisbane, as compared» with the 


i. STATEMENT SHOWING ACTUAL Cost oF H.M.A. 9. yi iaceage ** AND. ESTIMATED AND REDATIVE Cost bee HM, 
; * ADEWAIDE.’ 


- Expenditure to 15th, Magen, 1921. 


oh Ge) Th , eR ‘aH Beh i] 
ments suggested by the pr of 
late: war — been hath icioie: 


, Bee ene senna cost of 
Brisbane and estimated and relativ 
H.M.A.S. a icitdnd is as follows:— 


atten” 


a “a uired to be | R 
‘ Matoriat | Supple:  |Rstinabea 
FREY aterial upple- | Hstimated | 
hinuee Date Date of ; and mentary | Amount ) 
Vessel. Laid Down, Completion, . Estab- | Charges, | required | Total Sovereign as 
‘4 eae lishment. | London. | to |} compared with 
‘ _ Charges. complete. | Brisbane costs.”|. 
; GS Bia £ 
25 .1.1913 12.12.1916 576,504 | 170,119 746,623. 
20.21.1917 | Six months from | 1,051,736 roy 99, meaD fF 152, 236, 
. date of  Te- 
commencing ; 
work 
TARIFE. Mr. PROWSE.—The revenue has 


ir Committee of Ways and Means: 

Consideration resumed from ist July, 
“4990 (vide page. 2519), on mation by Mr. 
| Gaeune— 


tise (vide page 736),-first item, be imposed. 


Mr. PROWSE (Swan), [8.36]—The 
“anit that will occupy the mind of this 
Parliament for some considerable time is 
unquestionably one of very seriows im- 
portance. The whole incidence of ‘the 
“Vari is, in. my . opinion, 

ummecessary, except as an ordinary ex- 


re an impecunious Government. It is one 
. of those artificial stimulants that get. a 
_ people “ no forrader.” T read in one of the 
newspapers ‘recently a most mteresting 

_ statement to the effect that the Depart- 

- went of Jirade and Customs was seriously 
tae ‘perturbed because of ‘the slackening off of 
_ shipments from the Old Country, and the 

act that the revenue was therefore falling 

be low anticipations. Whether that news- 
“paper "report was wrong or not, I cannot 


ir Ronesr Brst—The position® is 
the pater. jy Phe revenue has i in- 


totally 


That duties of Customs’ and duties of Ex- . 


% 


‘the cost of hving to the whole of! 


| ie iran phone: 


‘pedient to replenish the exchequer of shortest cut to the supply of money 


creased very much, I admit; but ee 
ment appeared in the press, an 
not seen a contradiction of if. 
stated that because of a shortening 

tain freights—because ships were not 
ing out fully freighted—the Departr 
of Trade and Customs was much 
turbed. I think that is true, and th 
turbation. of the Department seems 
natural when it is recognised that th 
creased Tariff is designed to bring 12 
revenue. It would be a misnomer to ¢ 
it Protection. It is the simplest a 


exchequer. No one can soundly — 
that the imposition of additional 
tive duties was necessary. This 
certainly has had the effect of inc 


people of Australia, and it is unnece 
now that, the war is over, since the 
itself has given the industries of Aus 
an immensely increased measure of Pp 
ton. Other countries, as pes, 


pln in "oan cou 
tries have increased to such an exte 
to Aeon us a very great. deal of 
tin pry Tnereased eso to this, 


Teaisiirte a We measure of Febechin 

yg great increase in the price of coal 

in other lands is an immense protection 

. Austrahan manufacturers. Surely it 

will be alatited that in these several re- 

ts considerable and ample protection 
iven to our manufacturers. 


The putting of a Tariff of a ind 
the key industries of Australia is hav- 

g the effect of strangling more im- 
rtant ones. Huclid ,has taught us, 
mong many useful principles, that the 
holeeis greater than its part. Th@ Min- 
teg for Trade and Customs (Mr. Greene) 
since the imposition of this Tariff has had 
to recognise that fact in detail, and I sub- 
“mit that it applies all round. . The hon- 
orable gentleman doubtless on appeal will 
“prepared to: remove the duties on cer- 

in tools which are not made in Australia,’ 
and which are necessary to the manufac- 

_ ture of a greater instrument or piece of 
machinery “such ag an. engine, which is 
/ more hap ala than is the local mann- 


th Die interests of the aia 
he will be prepared to sacrifice to some ex- 
bent the lesser. Ef the establishment’ of 
an industry here is being prevented by 
‘reason of the heavy duty imposed upon the 
achinery necessary to that industry he 
should be ready to remit that duty. “The 
inister hag really conceded my point as 
own by his practice and actions in re- 
ect of such matters. It will be ad- 
itted that the greatest of all Australian 
dustries—an industry which accounts 
for 76 per cent. of the wealth of Australia 
“—must be regarded fromthe aspect of the | 
whole. Anything that would materially 
etard the progress of that whole is pYe- 
adicial to the interests of Australia. This 
leads me to the point that the Tariff which 
‘before the imposition of these duties was 
cessive is to-day absolutely burdensome 
to the primary producer. 


as “It cannot be gainsaid that the primary 
"production of Australia is the greatest 
_ asset which the country possesses. It, is 
ie the only source from which new money 
may be obtained, to give stability to our 
‘national credit, and we cannot afford, - 
therefore, to disregard its importance. We 
sannot, shut our eyes to anything which: 
is pet ila to hinder the increase of our 
- national wealth simply because our na- 
tio Ee al dead are | Ancreasiyg. But 


one lt one teats to retard fe p 
gress of primary production in Austra 
Of course, I know the ery which is alw. 
raised in regard to dumping. But, dt 
ing or ro dumping, the fact remains 
a binder which was quoted at £80 
year is quoted at £120 thig year. 


very dificult to persuade the primary p 


ducer that he ought to pay the £40 increase 
which is there represented, especially 
£30 was easily double,the price whieh he 
was called upon to pay ‘for the same imple- 
ment fifteen years ago. Nevertheless, 
reason of the operation of the propos 
new Tariff, the price of a binder as. b 
increased by £40, 


Mr. Pacr.—That £40 does not represen 
the duty which is payable upon binders. 


Mr. PROWSE.—But it is Se ss 
sented by the seller. : 


Mr. James Pagun—Mother Hubbasds 


Mr. PROWSE.—No doubt the state- 
ment wil] seem amusing to some honorable | / 
members Cea 
Mr, Jamns Pace.—The honorable men 
ber is not uow talking to farmers, but to 
men who understand the matter, § 
Mr. PROWSE — Whatever the cause. a 
may be, the fact remains that to-day the 
farmer is compelled to pay for his binder — 
£40’ more than he paid previously, an 
that there is no way in-which he can pas 
on this extra charge. We expect our prt 


‘mary producers to purchase costly mad 


Australian machinery, and in this co 
nexion I was very pleased to hear th 
statement made by the honorable memb 
for Eden-Monaro (Mr. Austin Chapma 
thig afternoon. te 
that no man is a good pabaibite wh 


price for Australian-grown bee ‘Bas 
that our primary producers are oblig 
to labour for seventy or eighty hours pe 
week, whilst the employees in our citi xg. 


facture of agricultural tecptehete we 
only forty-four hours per week, the de: 
T contend, is ndt a square one. a0 obser\ 
too, that the press is seriously pertur 


in regard to certain sales of Austr 


wie ae have beon made. ove 


Oe Ce a 


Whilst I was with the Deputy Comptrol- 


~ Jer-General of Customs in Western Aus- 
tralia the other day, a most remarkable 
- incident oceurred. A certain merchant, 
who was present, said to Me: “ Mr. 
Prowse, I should like to ask the Deputy 
Comptroller why there is an export duty 
upon flour.” I replied, “If you do so 
‘you will ask a very foolish question, be- 
cause there is no export duty upon flour.” 
Thereupon he said, “I know a damned 
sight better.” I answered, “ Then you had 
better ask your question.” He did so, and 
the Deputy Comptroller-General, after 
looking rather thoughtful, replied, “ But 
there is no export duty upon flour. Would 
you mind explaining what you mean?” 
The merchant then said, “ Well, only the 
other day a ship’s captain, who comes 
here, ordered 10 tons of flour. As soon 
- ag he arrived at the wharf he was told that 
the flour had been kept for him.” “Oh, 
thank you,’ he said. “What is the 
price?” He was told that the price was 
£18 per ton for the wheat and £16 a 
ton premium, making a total of £34 per 
ton. 
| Mr. Tuvor.—He must have got into the 
Wheat: Pool. 
+. Mr. PROWSE.—The honorable mem- 
ber got intoghe Wheat Pool. The Deputy 
Comptroller of Customs was quite in the 
dark as to how such a. thing could have 
occurred, but. in a flash the explanation 
came to me. That explanation was that 
in February of the previous, year the re- 
-presentatives of the various States, with 
- the Prime Minister 
conferred with the 
Board, 
-value..of wheat at the time was 
8s. 8d. per bushel, they entered into 
an arrangement under which wheat 
for Australian consumption was to be sold 
at 7s. 8d. per bushel. That was the con- 
cession which was made by one class to all 
other classes of the community. Imme- 
diately afterwards the price of wheat rose 


Australian Wheat 


to nearly double that specified in the con- 


tract. For local consumption flour was 
_ thus sold upon the basis of 7s, 8d. per 
bushel for wheat, or £18 per ton, whilst 


<a ¥ 


_ farmers thus made a concession to Austra- 
Tian consumers of £16 per ton. Late last 
year that contract ended. The States 
representatives were called together to 
confer with the Prime Minister as to the 


(Mr. Hughes), 


and notwithstanding that the 


he price outside Australia was £34. The. 


quantity of wheat needed for loc: 
sumption for the ensuing year. It was co 
puted that the quantity needed would 
something in the region of 30,000,00 


: 


bushels, and they asked the Wheat Bc 
again at what price they could gs 
30,000,000 or 33,000,000 bushels. J 
few days prior, the Board had sold so 
think like 200,000 tons f.o.b. in 4 
tralia at 10s. 6d. per bushel; but, 
this’ was a decent order, their 
tation was below the market price- 
a bushel. It was a concession a 
time; nobody knew any more tha 
known in the previous year whether - 
would rise or fall. Can any honora) 
member who is a sport, or professes t 
straight, say that the contract should 
be earried ont? A tee 
Mr. Cnartron.—That same pri 
apples to other things, not only to’ 
_ Mr. PROWSE.—I hope that the 
ciple of the integrity of agreements 
always apply. The fact is that 
£13,000,000 has been conceded to 
consumers of Australia by the produce 
With regard to the second 9s. deal, 
has been a certain fall, checked somew. 
by the fall in freights; but, after all, if 
understand rightly, it was intimated 
the Prime Minister to-day that, if 
balance of the wheat was sold at 7s 
now, the average price of the whole ¢ 
Australia’s wheat, with the local consum: 
tion thrown in; would be in the reg 
8s, 6d. Are the consumers to take 
“ups”? and not the “downs” inthed 
I have not been in the habit, after b 
a suit of clothes, of returning it to 
tailor when it becomes half worn; nox 
it@possible for me to buy a horse and 
turn it to the seller if it gets a nail ini 
foot. In both contracts, taken togethe 
the advantage must be in favour 0 
consumer. If the consumers of Austra 
desire to review the matter, and are ¥ 
ing to review last year’s contract, and 
us the market price for what they hh 
from us under the last contract, I ventur 
to think the Wheat Board, on behalf 
the growers, would agree and give the di 
ference on the present year’s deal. 
Mr. West.—With what paragrap 
the Tariff are you dealing? 
. Mr, PROWSE.—I am _ point 
how these matters affect Austral 
seriously. We have fearful coi 


drawn there from the country. It is ¢ 1- 
dent that there is something wanting in 
- the attractiveness of the country life. 
employment be eather vais ess Can any honorable member, whether h 
loyinent a ae erious s thing, but we be from the city or the country, say fo ihe 
: che Moment that it is notin i interests 


necessary to eh our es “obli : 
tions ? : 


e shall ela, Ey il ne goose that 

fa, golden egg.” After all, Aes COR cay and Tea then 

lia, for the greater part, is Ape machinery ? : 
iring for those people who are primary ate Me ee ae would then 
P adicers: and if we make it impossible 
for the primary producgs to compete 
vith other parts of the world by increasing are 

cost of their aeons they will pected to work eighty ‘hours, on 

a the artisans cheaper food than ca: 
obtained , from Argentine or Mi 
Countries like Canada and Americ 
making the country more attractiv 
removing Tariff imposts from agricultu “ad 
industries, because it has been seen that. 
unless something of the kind is done, 
people find their way into New York an 
ather large cities. The future of Aus 
tralia depends on the development 0: 
her soil; and, to again quote Sir Ri 
Hageard, prosperity will follow the fee 
that tread the fields, rather than thos 
that trip along ‘the pavements. . 
other countries have ‘been able aos n 


PROWSE. thes _interjections 
re not calculated or intended to help 
me in debate. The farmers owe the 

Commonwealth nothing, but the Com- 
monwealth owes the farmers practically 
henge as we will ee to discover 


eh 1 


3) iad ve 


6 the’ clties, a offer more Gviactions 
han the producing centres. Amongst 
e attractions are the limited hours of 
, and the organization of employees 

» who both cry out for 

ap Raitter, “heap meat, and cheap 
at man on the land. ne a 


ED million odd acres: in a : 
State, all good land; but it seems 


ing round in a vias oteolen 
no encouragement is given to 


t ‘thes S Aces. / 
fdder fete oak any. ait of tie a dor Be dlls 


This is not a square deal—it is 
_fair—and the time is coming when 
, levelling up must take place. It is 
“ ? t Mae 
28 Sarat ~ aie aight but ° so long as the iN see ca affo: 
statistics to see that the effect of Aus- 
alian legislation, so far, . has been to from them. You cannot get over { Ne 
ik . the cities so attractive that not Tariff wall which this Governm it is 
as the yee increase in the popu- seeking now to build up, and look e 
: where for rene Gani because yan 


: hen find Source in i poaton iY the 
_ producers of other parts of the world. 
Jn hitting the primary producer, you are 
~ Killing your only customer. You should 
- facilitate his operations and allow him to 
he ahead of you a bit if’ you expect to 
continue trade with him on legitimate 
ore You should give him a fair 
,deal because he is a brother of yours, 
and you should not expect to feed upon 
Chin, | 

Mr. Ryan —We do not: expect to do 
that. | : 

Mr. PROWSE.—But that is what 
a atralia is doing. The leading papers 
of this city to-day are battling fo get the 
wheat from the small, as well as the big 
farmer in order to provide cheap tee 
for people. I think the Prime Minister 
(Mir. Hughes) was quite right in his 
_ statement the other day in connexion 
“with the proposed reduction of the 9s. 
guarantee for wheat. “ The States,” he 
“said, “can do that if they like, hécanse 
the rat is theirs.” -It is all very fine 
to say that with the other fellow’s pro- 
_ perty. You eut it down last year and 
saved £11,000,000 on the transaction. It 
ig yours now, ‘this 30,000,000 bushels, and 
if you like £0 provide cheaper bread eut 
down. the price. All I can say is that it 
is nob going to’ be done at the sole expense 
of the producers. It was done last year; 
but now, if the producers are to get a 
fair, deal, it must be done at the national 


expense. 

» Mr. © y you tried 
te get square, by cutting down your 
salary? 


‘Mr, PROWSEWhen a thing is my 
own, I deal with it as I wish. T do not 
like to cut down the other man’s property. 
I amtend to defend my own, and in my 
judgment this is the right place to do it 
now. I like people to honour contracts 
or agreements in any and every case. 

Mr. Ryan.—Did I understand the 
honorable member to say that it is a fair. 
thine to reduce the price of wheat. so 
long as the State bears the expense? 

“Mr. PROWSE.—No, I never said any- 

thing ot the kind. 
Mr. Ryan. ——That is what I understood 


-order to savé the country—not to save 


-as much as you pay to any one else. — 


to the statesman-like 
British Government in simile 

stances. They recognised that the 
culturist was entitled to get the 
price for his wheat. Accordingly, 
paid him market prices, and the w. 
then belon nged to the British Governm 
They said“ Tt is ours now, but the 
for bread ig rather ‘high. ”” They ac 
nes y ee the sgh to fe the 


cover the loss. That Solin was pee 
effect. to at the expense of the agri 
burst, nee oak 2 sold his cones : 


citizens of the Mother Country. In 
tralia last yeargthe entire burden 
borne by the HR for. instead 0: 


cut ova iia the extant of £11, 000, oc 
is unfair to ask any returned soldier 
nee been ae pee pi: land to epee! 


hore Rs The thing is ae 
There is nothing statesman-like about 
ue f earetiela that is ae, has - 


eee for pete) 


Mr, PROWSE.—I am sre a is ne 
sary to reply to that absurd interjectic 
During the war, owing to the lack of 
tractiveness in wheat-srowing, the 
tralian producers reduced the area unde 
cultivation by 4,000,000 acres, and ~ 
the wheat-growers—they were given 
guarantee by the various Governments ¢ 
the Commonwealth. They never as 
for one farthing either from State or C 
monwealth Government. All that. 
done for them was returned with inte 
and, therefore, it is absurd for any hon 
orable member now to twit us with wh 
was done for the farmer during the 
period. u 

It is claimed now that the fe rm 
must provide cheap food for a Whit 
Australia, and buy White Australian ma- 
chinery manufactured under a] 
Tariff, with no Tariff upon wheat, and, 
we do not ask for it. Give the produces 


tenders for the wheat if you. like, and 


i egetealish prodaiee be. a tenderer. 
Do not buy his wheat unless 1b is cheaper 
than the price at which it can be got else- 
where. That is all we are asking for, and 
that -will be a fair deal. You will 
have to get sover this little fence 
before you can induce me to vote for 
35> or 40 per cent. Tariff on my 
machinery. | You talk about defence. 
- What greater defence can we possibly 
have than a robust rural population ? 
‘Nature makes it so. As a matter of fact, 
“No country is strong without a great rural 
population. Look at the abnormal con- 
¢ it10n of Australia. I+ has no counter- 
art In the world, civilized or uicivilized. 


mgland live in London, which is not 
nly the capital of the United Kingdom, 
but practically the capital of the world; 


_ live in Paris; 2 per cent. of the population 
Croft Germany i in Berlin; and 1.75 per cent. 

of the population of Russia in Petrograd ; 

“while 50 -per cent. of the population of 
the State of Victoria live in Melbourne. 
f we were only a manufacturing country 
there might be some justification for this 
entralization, but we are a producing 
country. By ‘forcing people to carry food 
rom where it is produced for consump- 
tion in the cities, we are adding to the 
_eostliness of living. There is a tendency 
to create artificiality, which not only in- 
ereases the cost of living, but also weakens 
ie nation. Through our centr alizing 
olicy we cannot. establish factories in 
althy surroundings .in country districts 
here facilities offer, and where the food 
be produced to feed the workers in 
lose ~=s establishments without heavy 
| ndling costs. Under ‘existing cir- 


great expense, thus adding to the costli- 


etition with cheap labour elsewhere. 

‘Mr. RILEY (South Sydney) '[9.18].— 
am delighted to know that the Country 
rty have put up their champion to 
‘sue for cheap labour. The honorable 
mber for Swan (Mr. Prowse) condemns 
entralization, but yet, when the farmers 
ant a president for an agricultural 
iety they “sae a man in the city. 


Twelve per cent. of the population of 


4 per cent. of the population of France 


ae Sydney, seh or Perth, at 


Society does not disap, its honensee: 
among men in the country districts, They 
would not be big enough. No; they g ee 
to the city and choose Sam Hordern, the | 
biggest manufacturer, the biggest impor 
ter, and the biggest business man in the 
State. Do they hold their annual shows 
in the country districts? No. It shows 
the inconsistency of men wh» talk about 
decentralization when we find that the 
hold ‘their annual shows in Sydney. andy 
Melbourne. 

Mr. McWrrt1ams.—In order to “edn 
cate the people: of the cities, 


Mr. RILEY.—If is in order to get the 
boodle. If they were honestly against’ . 
centralization, they would hold their — 
Shows in diftarent parts of the country. ie 
Their talk about decentralization is so oD 
much beating the air.. One would think — 
the honorable member for Swan was elee- 
tioneering in the backblocks of Western 
Australia. The people of Australia are 
paying more to-day for wheat than are — 


“the people of any other part of the world. 


Mr. Stewarr.—That is not so, Li 

Mr. RILEY.—Wheat can be bought — 
in America at 6s. per bushel. I know’ | 
why. the Farmers’ party are supporting 
the Government. It is because they are 
getting 93. per bushel for wheat for local 
consumption; because they want, and ALOU. 
getting, concessions. The people of Aus+ 
tralia are paying more for everything 
bought to-day than they have a right to, 
pay. | 
Mr. Prowsz.—How do you know that? 

Mr. RILEY.—Becattse I have to buy. | 

‘Sir Rosert Best.—Give the Germans - 
a show! 

Mr. RILEY.—I did not hear the hon- . 
orable member for Swan denouncing the ~ 
Government for selling wheat cheaply to 
Germany, but if they sold it cheaply to — 
the Australian people, to the people who © 
provide .the money for building the rail-— 
roads which enable the farmers to go to. 
the country and send their produce to 
market, it would be a different story- 
We have not heard a word to-night from 
the Farmers’ party against RG Govern- 
ment selling the wheat cheaply we 
Germany. 

Sir Joszra Coox.—I have just read: 
that there are millions of people in want 
in Germany. We must give them wheat. 


7220 Tariff. | (REPRESENTATIVES, | Poni 
| Mr. RILEY. —I do not object to It is stated that Austen bu r 


feeding the Germans; but I do not want 
them to get any advantage over Aus- 
ae people. — 

“<> Mr. Prowsz—The Australian people 
| got a big advantage -last year. 

Mr. RILEY.—And so did the farmers: 
Because of the war every commodity 
‘went up in price, andthe farmers reaped 

the advantage as did other people, but 
the whole of the general public suffered. 
Mr. Gieson.—What about the New 
South Wales farmers last year? How 
much did the Government lend: them to 
earry on? 

Mr. RILEY.—The farmers of New 
~ South Wales are doing well, and are not 
_-erying as the Western Australia people 

are doing, One would imagine, after 
hearing the honorable member for Swan, 
that his constituents were all in the 
Bankruptcy Court! I am_ pleased to 
hear that the farmers are doing well. 

Mr, Hirt.—The honorable member is 
about the only person who thinks it. 

Mr, RILEY.—Apparently, we are to 
have a very good Lariff. I stand for 
- the building up of Australian industries 

as well as Hie alablatnaent of a strong 

. yural population. The honorable mem- 
her for Swan claims that Australia is not 
9 manufacturing country. Why is that 
so? It is because for too long we have 
been relying upon imports from other 
‘countries. The time has come for ‘this 
Parliament to take steps to make it a 
manufacturing country. The honorable 
member talks. about drawing men from 
the country districts to the cities. Surely 
the men who come from the country 
districts to the cities have intelligence 
enough to know which are the better 
Glaies: and when they find that the cities 
provide them with facilities for amuse- 
; ment, why should they bury themselves 


4 as the country for the sake of populating: 


op ausiralia when we are producing more 

! food than we can consume? 
“Mr. Grason.—When did you find that 
i, ont? 
Mr. RILEY.—If the honorable mem- 
a ot would go to some mechanic’s institute 
in his district he would find out these 
things for himself. 
the Government are trying to make 
arrangements for ships to take away our 


double that price last year, and now th 


-gines for those ships are being bui 


d understand that. 


io Bes but cannot get sufficient to do SO. 


glut on the London market, and 

there is six months’ supply on ha 
Yet the farmers say that they want to 
send more uway. Had it not been for © 
the Butter Pool established by the present — 
Governmeut the butter producers woul 
have been receiving less than 1s. 6d. per 
lb. for their butter, but because of the 
workings of the Pool they got nearl, 


are finding fault with the Governme 
for not continuing it. There is a duty 
of 2s. 6d. cn wheat coming into thi 
country. lL am prepared to give th 
farmers that protection. sy 
Mr. Hitu.—We do not want it. 
Mr. RILEY.—Of course not, toon 
the farmers have too much to sell; but 
they had competition, they would wan 
it. Piaeit oc ie can suaeee more wh 


tiodiee more, ae hee a mphe of. a 
duce which they cannot get away? — 
want free implements, but so far as 
concerned, they will not get them. 
Sir Joszpa Coox. —Besides, : 
about the revenue? ae 
Mr. RILEY.—We must have son 
revenue. I ete the Country p 


the hare Ba dpine policy of ‘the | 
vernment, although we must build ‘s 
to carry the wheat away. | 
Mr. McWi.irams.—You Ee ob 
if they were built in the country. 
Mr. RILEY.—They are built in 1 
country now, or parts of them are. | 
honorable member will not deny th ne 


Castlemaine. Ships have been - built 
Williamstown and Walsh Island with 
view to carrying Australian produ 
the markets of the world. Had i 
been for the shipping policy of the 
vernment, which has helped to get c¢ 
produce away, the farmers would ha 
been in a very bad way indeed. 
honorable member complained abo’ 
Government’s shipping policy, and 
about the virtues of private ente 
Where was private enterprise durin 


war in Australia so far as shipping we 


Perea | Af the meee had 


rable - manded freedom to 

this and that. I heard that yarn 

n it was desired to introduce cheap 
such as Chinese and Indians. 

__ Mr. Hrtt.—The honorable member 

does not want cheap labour, but he wants 

‘Cheap wheat. 

Mr. RILEY.—Does 


r ‘the honorable 
ember call wheat 


cheap at 9s. per 


Mr. Prowse.—When men have to 
‘sixty hours a week to produce it. 
Mr. RILEY.—The honorable member 
an insurance agent, and does not work 
on a farm at all. That is the sort of 
stuff we hear from men who claim to re- 
present the farmers, but who really only 
farm the farmers. OS 
EWART (Wimmera) [9.29].— 
Sati the honorable member — for 
tanklin (Mr. McWilliams)  interjects, 
he address to which we have just listened 
is a fair sample of a protectionist, speech, 
this so-called Free Trade party in 
corner has not very much to fear. 
1e debate so far has been conducted in 
jomewhat loose and frivolous manner. 
Ve are dealing to-night with principles 
ital interest to the people of the 
mmonwealth, and, so far as this Tariff 
oncerned, of particularly vital interest 
he primary producers. I have won- 
ed what is the object of this good, 
Tump ‘of a Tariff. What is behind 


eeir AF OSEPH Coox.—Some revenue. 
Mr. STEWART.—If to obtain more 


mue is one reason for its introduction, — 


is a very unsound form of taxation. 
sound and fair form of taxation means 
é taxation of all for the benefit of all, 

taxation through the Customs means 


the taxation of all for the benefit of a 


if ? In introducing it, the Minister 
fr. Greene) quoted the following pass- 
as set bt ; * aby ) 5 . 
» from the Prime Minister’s policy 
bat Bendigo: | 
overnment have carefully prepared a 
‘Tariff. It believes it would prove satis- 
actory to the manufacturers of the Common- 
yealth, and intends to lay this Tariff on the 
1¢ House and give effect to it at the 
ssible moment after the new Parlia- 


w. I still ask, ‘‘ What is: behind this. 


USES 


many of the leading manufactu er, 
. Australia. 


_ Is this good thumping 
which is tabled now that they hav 
wut on top, a reward for services rende: 
at the last election 2 ee ae 

Mr. Conswryn. — If so, why are y 
supporting the Government? = 

Mr. STEWART.—If the Governms 
were dependent on my support, they wor 
not occupy the Treasury bench very 
I have made no secret of ¢ 
fact that in season and out of season 
T am going. to do my best 
shift them from where they _ 
‘I do not go behind their back and st 
them when I make that statement, — a: 
Minister reiterated throughout his spe 
and gave quotations intended to pr 
that the Tariff would have the effect 
cheapening tools of trade, particul 
those used in primary production. — 
quoted figures as to the price 
machinery in the Argentine and is 
Zealand in order to support 
contention. I hope that when h 
is replying he will answer the quer 
witich I now intend to put to him. | ‘ 
day the manufacturers of farm imp 
ments in this country are advertising, 
spending money, and conducting propa- 
ganda which are costing a good deal o 
money, in support of this Tariff. — The 
are pleased with it. But if its ultimate 
result is to be to cheapen the pric 
what they produce, surely the Minist 
does not mean to tell me that Mr. EY 
McKay and other farm machine} 
manufacturers are joining him in a e¢ | 
paign to reduce the price of farming 
machinery ? | | ee 

Mr. Grezne.—Does the honorable mer 
ber think there would be any inconsistency 
im bhaddocs i ) | he 

Mr. STEWART. Yes. my 

Mr. Greenn.—Well, I do not. ° 
is where the honorable member is 
wrong. pate 

Mr, STEWART. — The old-time er 
was, “ Put on a little duty to enable us to | 


the 


; # Ne : us La 


a lslichss, aha tie more soundly estab- 
_ lished they become the more insatiable is 
their appetite for higher duties. Is not 
the stock argument of the Protectionist 


“that it is untair to expect white men to. 


" eampete with cheap coloured labour? 
Mr. Maruews.—And a very good 
-_ argument, too. 
My, STEWART.—Do sob honorable 
/ members opposite, and other high priests 
of Protection, realize that that is what 
~ the primary. producer is doing all the 
time? 
var, Matinews. —Werare giving him a 
_ white man’s market, 9s. per busiel. 
Mr. STEWART.—1 have heard a good 
dent lately about the yellow man’s mar- 
a ‘Our primary producers are com- 
peting in the world’s market to-day, and 
have been doing so for many years, 
against the black grown wheat of India, 
and the wheat grown with the cheap 
‘, Spanish labour of the Argentine, and the 
_ ignorant peasant labour of Russia, and, 
in addition, are being charged the highest 
0 _ shipping freights in the world. They 
have to sell their wheat, not only over 
z ses but also within Protocetuniet -Aus- 
tralia, at black labour rates, 
honorable members on the Opposition 
side would deny them even those prices. 
_ Mr. Fenron.—We never did that. We 
“Believe i in a, fair deal all round. 
| Mr. McGratrn.—tIs 9s. per bushel a 
‘ Black: labour rate? 
Mr. STEWART.—Upon what basis 
does the Australian manufacturer, that 
_ gentleman who is the particular care of 
“a new-born alliance between organized 
. capital and organized labour 
Mr. Marnews.—-I will admit that the 
* Boss manufacturer is as good a robber as 
» the farmer. 
- Mr. STEWART—Upon, what basis 
; does: the Australian .manufacturer, in 
whom organized labour and organized 
4 ‘eapital are showing such a remarkable in- 
terest, and for aroit they are acting as 
# fathers, fix the price of what he 
has to sell? Does he fix it at the London 
‘price, less the cost of getting it to the 


Me STEWART oe and thie Tariff 
will enable him to get a little more than 
he. could i in the past. The poor struggling 
anufacturer, whom honorable. - . 


are so: ies ¢ me | 
: ous of p ting, 


and some. 


_ will Sel ale it at the me price 
London. 


oe is what the ‘Auehatee ibe 
is getting from this grand pohey 


‘London at 9s. per bushel, allow=§ 


gtowing my wheat. 


“would be 14s. per bushel. But 
high ee of _ Protecti : 


_{REPRESENTATIVES, ik oe ‘a 


he 3s getting cheaper | coal, 
steel, and ‘eheaper labour than 
be obtained by any of bis competi 
in the outside world, does not ~ 
the price of this commodity at Ww 
he can get in the world’s market. 
does not ‘believe in competing 
world’s market; he desires the erea 
an artificial market in Australia, 
sells, not at the cost of produetion 
fair PEGis but at the price at- 


upon a ene ie up goes. oe pr 
organized labour goes to the 
Toird or the Arbitration Court 
share of the spoils. i 


Mr. Biaxeney.—aAs a eaten , 
orable members in the corner prepa 
foree the Corcrninens tor Bree 
farmer? 


Mr. STEWART ua will” make 
speech Im my own. way, and w 
sidetracked. by any honorable n 
The Australian manufacturer fixes” 
Bree of his product at the imape ¢ 


price of what he’ ie to. sell upon 
same basis, what would be the pi 
wheat in Australia. to- day? The 
of wheat 1 is, roughly, from th to. 


Upon wheat imported : 
vee there is a sae, seas at Me 


tection. Take the price of wh 
freight, 2s. for duty, and 1s. for 
ance, wharfage rates and like ch 
and ie import value of wheat to- 

comes 14s. per bushel. If I had 1 
I would fix the price of what I ha 
upon the same basis as that upon 
the Australian manufacturer { 
price of the machinery which 
If that 
the present price of wheat in 


iid bE the community every- 
hing he needs at  Protectionist 
prices, and feed the community with 
_ primary products at black labour rates. 
. Teould take these champions of the work- 

ing class, these staunch advoeates of the 
; eight-hours system, into many country 
districts and prove to them that there 
were men and women working eight hours 


eight ‘hours after noon, 

_ Reference has been made ae inter- 
ction to the price of 9s. per bushel 
‘for wheat. What is the price of a 
iK Be (oat x Ansiralin to-day? It is sold 
bat: from ‘ls. 1d. to 1s. 3d. per loaf, and 
e average is, therefore, 1s. 2d. Honor- 
able ‘members. opposite are blaming the 

armers, who are the producers of wheat, 
r the excessive price of. bread. Do they 
now how much wheat there is in'a 4-lb. 
af, or what the farmer actually gets 
t of if? Can any of these so-called 
perts, who know so much concerning 
he production of wheat, give that infor- 
mation ? 
ey know that to them it is a difficult 

question. I -shall tell them 
Mr. Buaxerny.—We know that the 
mans ate getting cheaper food es 
e Australians. 

Mr. STEWART Dat cen is 
meorrect, and the honorable member 
mows it. The amount that the farmer 
| Feceives for the wheat.in a 4-Ib. loaf is a 
Tittle over 6$d.; it is less than 7d. 

Mr. Maruews.—That is not correct. 
My. STEWART.—I am prepared to 
that it is between 64d. and 7d. 
Mr. Maruews. ibe <3 the honorable 
member prove it? 

| Mr. STEWART. —Can the enayakia 
‘member for Melbourne Ports (Mr. 
A athews) disprove it? If the Australian 
Ww at-growers grew Wheat and gave it 
, Beene free of pu the. consumers 


1 ie Pahihox can fens ke en Ae 
he. millers if there is to be a. cheap 


Melbourne delivering bread in 
Melbourne, or a baker in South 
tbo ene delivering bread in North 
pourne, and expect cheap bread. They 
+ 18 em to te numerous 


—yes, but eight hours before noon and ° 
‘honorable member be allowed to proceed. 


is no time limitation, and every honor- 


There is no answer, because’ 


‘the 


They cannot have a baker in 


weve be. something i in his argument. 


drivers, employed at iiss rates me wages i 
for comparatively short hours, chasing , 
each other around the suburban areas, 
and at the same time have cheap bread. 
Mr. Bruaxretny.—We have been trying 
to remedy that, and the Government will 
not allow us. 
Mr. Parker Moroney. And your 
party ran away from the honorable mem- 
ber for Perth (Mr. Fowler). aed 
The CHAIRMAN (Hon. J. Me 
Chanter).—Order! I have asked that in- 
terjections be discontinued, and that the 


The debate on the Tariff is different to 
the discussion on other matters, as there 


speaking fully to the question, and will 
be able to express his views as often as he 
desires. In these cireumstances I appeal — 
to honorable members to allow the ee 
able member addressing the Chair to 
state his ‘case without interruption, be- — 
cause interjections ultimately lead to dis- 
order, which is very undesirable. a 
Mr. STEWART.—I thank you, Mr. u 
Chairman, and hope that the time which — 
has been occupied by your speech will : 
not be recorded against me. The. Minis- ; 
ter for Trade and ‘Customs (Mr. Greene), 
in introducing the Tariff, made a caleu- | : 
lation concerning the axtea pene a 
that we would have in Australia if all the — 
iron and steel used in the Commonwealth — 
were smelted locally, and said that if this 
were done our population would be mn-* 
creased by 300,000. In his search for” 
arguments to holster up this rotten policy 
he began to give a list—it is too long to 
read, but I will quote it if desired—of the © 
main primary products we use, and endea- ; 
voured in some mysterious way to connect. | 
the consumption of our primary pro- | 
ducts locally with the prosperity of | 
farmers. (Un his opinion the 
quantity of wheat that these 300,000 
people would consume would be 1,600, 000 
bushels. In his speech he advanced: the ; 
well-known Protectionist argument that 
the local market was the best of all mar- — 
kets.. If the Australian primary producers 
were able to fix the price of what they _ 
had to sell on the same basis thag the Aus-— 
tralian manufacturer fixes the price of | 
what he has to sell, that. is a price far 
above the world’s tmarket price, there 


1224 Lariff. 
What does it matter to the average vdibats 
‘grower in Australia where his wheat is 
consumed if he is only to receive a certain 
price. What does it matter whether the 
wheat I grow is consumed in Melbourne 
or in Vondow ae receive only %s.. or 
8s. per bushel. That is a definite answer 
to the eft-repeated statement concerning 
the local market. If the primary pro- 
ducer is given the right to charge above 
the world’s parity, I admit the local mar- 
ket is the better of the two. But the local 
markets are of no use to us if we are not 
going to receive a higher price ‘for what 
we have to sell. During the war the posi- 
tion may have been different, but we are 
now living in normal times. [ do not 
_ know what the average price of wheat will 
be this year; but if some honorable mem- 
bers in this Chamber had their way, God 
knows how low it would be! As a basis of 
calculation, we can take the average price 
for local consumption, which last year was 
%s. 8d. per bushel, and the average price 
_ received throughout the whole year, aver- 
aging the overseas price from January to 
' December, was approximately 12s. per 
‘bushel, or a difference of over 48, a 
bushel. If we had had the additional 
~ 300,000 people to which the “Min- 
ister for Trade and Customs re- 
ferred, they would have consumed on ‘his 
‘figures 1,600,000 bushels of wheat. 
In other words, we would have lost 4s. 
per bushel on this extra 1,600,000, 
making a total loss of more than £300, ‘000. 
*. Mr, Braxriny.—The honorable mem- 
ber does not mean to say that the 
greater the population the poorer the 
_ farmer will be? 

Mr. STEWART.—Under the condi- 
tions existing in the 
market last year, yes. 

Mr. Fenron.—But consumers eat other 

things beside wheat. 

Mr, STEWART.—The claim made in 

- the calculation of the Minister included 
ali classes of primary products, and he 
_ specifically quoted wheat. I am disprov- 


ing that part of his argument in my 


_ Teferences to the wheat-grower. 

- Mr. McGrarn.—I suppose the honor- 
able member will deal with the Mildura 

fruit-growers! q 

Mr. STEWART.—Yes; they are very 
: ‘staunch Protectionists, because, through 
organization, they are in the happy posi- 
tion of being Be to do what the ene 


‘ Australian manufacturer. 


of the Tariff. I can quite understand I 


to labourers employed 


Australian wheat. 


engaged in the modern 
pastime of passing it on; 
cannot do so. When the manufac 
Increases the 


re hataeacbarer hes Aithouse di 
ing the war they vol ae et 


below the world’s market price, in norma 
times the policy of Protection benefits 

them. I would like to see the same ~ 
situation applied to all the primary pi 
ducers. If I had my way I would 
organize them and take the same rig 
—the same right as is demanded for th 


I have made reference to the ‘ on dy 
that organized labour is going to get ou 
orable members opposite going “‘ 
headed ” for Protection. If I re presel 
a city constituency I might be ‘ alls 
for a high Tariff also. I wish to refer 
the position in which organized la 
finds itself in connexion with the Ta 
particularly in respect of the wages 
in machiner 
making in Victoria. \ The wage ~ 
are fixed under the present Wages B 
system. That system has treated 
Victorian workers very well, for 
reason that the tendency of all a 
has been ever upwards. I do not say 
course, that that tendency should hay 
been in any other direction. But I he 
never yet heard of a Wages Board bein. 
called together to consider a reductiot 
of wages or increase of hours. I hay 
that in mind when I state that th 
system has treated the Victorian worl 
very well. an while the Wor ey 


an even better eb Like the man’ 
plays “two-up” with a double- 
penny, he cannot lose. 1 
go for an increase of 1s. 6d. per da} 
he is able to resist the claim, the vic 
is obviously his. But if the worker, 
their 1s. 6d., does the manufactur 
it? Not at all. He immediately 
in his old price-lists and issues 
ones to his country agents, in w. 
he promptly passes the burden 
the increased wage-sheet to the 
old back-bone of the country. — I 
could put 3d. or 1d. or 2d. on ta t ep 
of our wheat to meet this extra charge 
would be in the happy position of hav 
joined the great fat fale of those who a 


pees of his — 


é)) 


osts, ‘amounting to 1 pe 
cent., he puts on 24 per cent., or 3 per 
cent., or 5 per cent. So: the game goes on; 
organized labour cutting at éreanized 
a capital on the principle that the profits 
made in an industry can stand higher 
_ wages, and organized capital always Per 
treating and putting it on to some one 
else. In the poliey of the party to which 
eRe belong there is specific reference to the 
armers’ fiscal plank in regard to tools 
of trade—“ Tools of trade used in pri- 
mary production made within the British 
mpire.” That plank is there simply 
because we are asked to compete in the 


rld’s market; and, since we are com- 

p a to sell our products in the 
Wo market, we ask for the 
of purchasing our tools of 

also in the world’s market. 


4 hese persistent interjectors my fiscal 
But as the hour 
late, I should be glad to be allowed to 
tinue a ‘ican to-morrow. 


now es taken for a considera: 
of Government measures. Under 
e circumstances, I ask the Treasurer 
Nae Qook), if he will allow the 


on to-morrow. 
1 os question, which neods decision. 


“Tf the Comoran e. would 


cent. or 13 per 


said that I would give some of 


It deals with a very 


pent ts a adjournment Jae 


~ 


ales we can uit a sufficient rev 
tae 
even Canberra must by bine 


Fowler) 2 : 
Sir JOSEPH COOK. —I ichow : 
what I have read in the press about ite 
read that the honorable member for Perth 
(Mr. Fowler) had addressed the honor- 
able members opposite. 
Mr, Ryan.—I did not get a leer ‘ 
_ Sir JOSEPH COOK. — Did not his 
‘leader receive one from. the honorable 
member for Perth? ~ It is, I suppose, 
“this confounded press” again. If the 
honorable xember will put his question 
on the notice- pipe v I shall try to get an 
answer for hin | 
Question ed in the affirmative, — 
Hause Poa eae at 10.10: paar as 


Bea ae: 
Thursday, 7 April, 1Gan 


ss 


The Presmenr (Senator the Hon. T 
Givens) took the chair at 3 p.m., and 
read prayers. | 


PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEI 
War Service Homes Commisston. 
Senator J. D. MILLEN presented — 

interim report of the Parliamentary 

Standing Committee on Public Accounts 

on transactions of the War Service Home 

Commissioner with Mr. J. T. aneeec 


AIR DEFENCE BILL. 
Bill. presented, and (on ela ie 
Senator Pearce) read a first time. ed 


PAPERS. 


The following papers were presented :— 
Public Service Act— ere S 
Appointment of T. S. Pecos hes Depart- 
ment of the Treasury. 
Promotion of 5S. Rankin, 
Gente s Department. ee 


Postmaster- 


Prices of Commodities. 


e papers rélating to she declaring vie ad 
void of the appointment of ‘Lieutenant: 
Colonel Walker as War Service Homes 
_ Commissioner. 


. ne PRICES OF COMMODITIES. 
Senator LYNCH.—I ask the Minister 
for Repatriation whether, in view of the 
fact that on the one hand sugar is dear 
because it is scarce, owing to not enough 
of it being got oub of the ground, and 
on the other that butter and other house- 
hold commodities are scarce owing to the 
_ willing soil not being asked to yield suffi- 
| cient quantities 
> The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
1. Givens).— Order! The honorable 
- senator has been sufficiently long a 
member of the Senate to know that 
‘questions, whether put on notice or with- 
-. out notice, are only to be asked for the 
_ purpose of obtaining -information, and 
“must not contain either statements or 
argument. So far as I have heard the 
honorable senator’s question, it trans- 
_ gresses the rule in both respects, since it 
' contains statements and argument. 
| Senator Lynon.—The Minister may be 
Pansble to know what J am driving at un- 
less I am permitted 
The PRESIDENT.—That does not 
matter. The honorable senator’s ques- 
ie tion is not in order. 
Senator Lyncn.—In saying that sugar 
is dear, | have merely “ibn ee an incon- 
‘trovertible fact. 
The PRESIDENT. Wedel the Stand- 
ing Orders an honorable senator is not 
permitted to make statements in putting 
_ @ question. 
_/ Senator Lyncn.—This is a matter of 
public importance on which I wish to en- 
i lighten the Senate. 
The PRESIDENT.—The importance of 
the matter is not in question. 
Senator Lyncu.—I can assure you, sir, 
that if the Standing Orders do not permit 


me to ventilate this erievance on the pre- | 


sent occasion, I shall take an early oppor- 
| tunity of doing so in some’ other way. 


PROROGATION OF PARLIAMENT. 


Senator BAKHAP asked the Minister 
Tepresenting the Prime Minister, upon 
notice— 

‘If the Government will take into considera- 
fon (now that the Empire is in a state of 
peace with all great foreign Powers) the con- 
‘stitutional propriety of proroguing Parliament 
when long recesses are in contemplation,. in- 


stead of merely Sh oie its sittings for a 


rolonged pads 


Be aaa 1 


to on eae senator's. ee 


(ea ; 


TARIFF, 


ter ripreanaietas the Minister for Traé 
and Customs, wpon notice— 


What is the amount of duty, if any, es ) 
on the Fordson farm tractors a into 
this country? 


Senator RUSSELL. oy am. pee 
say, because the amount of duty to. 
charged depends upon the price of the 
machine, but the rates of duty on 
tractors are—United Kingdom, 27 
cent.; General Tariff, 40 per cent. 


PENSIONS. Pe 
Amount Pap ro IywarEs oF 
Insrrrurions, | 
Senator EARLE asked the M 
representing the Treasurer, — 
notice-— , a Hs: 
Has any increase been made to the 
of pocket-money allowed to the old peop 


the homes and institutions since the m 
was discussed in the. Senate last year? 


Senator E. D. MILLEN. —Pen 
in beneyolent asylums receive pens 
2s. per week. The question of incre 
the amount payable to these peopl 
carefully considered last year, bu 
decided that the rate’ —e no 
altered. 


DISLOYALTY, 
_ Senator WILSON asked the L 
the Government in the Senate 
notice— in 
What action do the Government int 2 
take to prevent the spread of disloya 
leged to have been displayed by severa 
in high positions in the Commonwealth of 
Senator E. D. MILLEN.—Th 
is at present receiving considers 
the Government. ' 


PUBLIC SERVICE, 


Senatoy WILSON asked. ne, M 
representing the Prime ‘Ministe 
nolice— — 


What appointments have been ma to. ! 
Federal Service ‘since 30th Aenean ieee 


: ack 


Public  ——«[7 Apart, 1921,] Service. 7927 


Senator E. D. MILLEN.—The answer is as follows:— , 


"THE FOLLOWING IS A List oF OrriceRS APPOINTED TO THE COMMONWEALTH PUBLIC SHRVICE SINCE 30TH | 
June, 1920, wirH SaLaRyY EXCEEDING £350 PER ANNUM (EXCLUSIVE OF Cost oF LivIne AND Basie 


Wacn ADLOWANCHS). 


CEE ATA IER SI ED RS FE NE PE eS OE IS AL DS 


Name: Designation. Department. Salary. 
. Di. McK. Dow  .. | Publicity Officer 3 : Prime Minister we 1) 608. | 
*. EK. Kidson .. | Supervising Meteorologist .. | Home and Territories | 408 plus £90 spout i" 
i allowanee * 
. D. Mackiehan .. | Inspector in Charge, Investiga- | Attorney-General ., | 390 iy is 
. tion Braneh . 
RK. H. Weddell .. ae a pe ty) [4382 
A. Dunn .. | Valuer, Taxation Branch anv Treasury... .. | 486 ate yt 
eA. B Smith wy ue be ae nae ey .. Pp 450) sen ta 
 W. RR. Campbell .. i Be at sca a He my aay) | 
T. S. Lipscombe .. ia Haya oe ie Ae .. | 468 
FL G Morgan .. | Assistant Bacteriologist .. | Health 504 plus £12, special — 
“ allowance — 
Dei sv a. McCallum .. | Quarantine Officer Gy hy mi 504 plus £12 special 
ee : ’ allowanee 
WW. C. Sawers ui os us aS ne us Hh .. | 504 plus £12 special 
i allowance 
R. P: Allen .. | Chief Veterinary Officer .. | Trade and Customs... | 700 
© R. Grant : ~ ve bi Sai WR oo B28 
i D. J. Korr er re * ae te 528 
J. M. Davidson .. . a Hs . es 463 
_. H. O’Boyle if Ms - “a 468 
_ J. J. Bourke. 3 , + 50 432 
RB. A. Dowling. i a Af a 432 
 F. V. Collins vi i mi y 432 
_ B. H. Heywood .. ‘3 x i 4 432 
HW. Bennetts .. By ‘a i; zi 432 
Wz... B.. Finney. x il Si : es 432 
-C. McNicol - e we eh 432 : 
©. W. Nye i; i “ i 432 
E. J. Tomlin “ i © : 432 
‘B. A. Thorpe .. | Cheese and Butter Grader we s a 354 
G. D. Williams .. | Deputy Director of Navigation .. 55 ; 654 
J. Fadden .. | Engineer Surveyor - in - Chief and a 2 654. 
fe Examiner of Engineers 
LR. Sundercombe | Chief Nautical Surveyor 6 s 606 
«  W. MacGowan .. | Principal Examiner of Masters and a ne 5YG6 
ay ace Mates 
_ A.B. Gransbury .. |. Chief Overseer of Seamen a SOP RS Gis 432 plus £84 special 
if Ape allowanee «a 
 W.G. Roskruge .. | Deputy Director of Navigation. . 5 Ms .. | 432 and £34 special 
eR ~  allowanee 
GJ. Weston Ly icnalaery | Deputy Director, Radio | Postmaster-General.. | 500 
Be ranch. - 
nee Oe. Cutler .. | Engineer, Radio Branch 3 AX .. | 400 
_ A.8. McDonald .. | Assistant Deputy Director, Radio a y Ne aoe 
ye ; Branch . 
ree G. Apperley, : y . at 3 4h 380 
PONE = 2. 8 Crawford. ; Inspector,’ Radio Branch. wks me a .. | 400 
GS Scott, a ah . ys if 5 Ga a at 
DEFEN CE BILL. PUBLIC SERVICE BILL. 
sis Motion (by Senator Russzrn) agreed 
Be iim (by Senator Pzarcr) agreed ion : 
ek geen . That leave be given to introduce a Bill for 
ted an Act to consolidate and. amend the law 


_ hat leave be given to intreduce a Bill for regulating the Public Service, tan for other es 
" an Act to amend the Defence Act 1903-1918. purposes. 3 Oa oak 


eae & 
7228 Manisterral 
MINISTERIAL STATEMENT. 
Business or THE Sxssion. 
‘Debate resumed from 6th April (vide 
ge 7177), on motion by Senator E. D, 
Minin) — 
_ That the paper be printed. 
‘Senator GARDINER (New South 
Wales) [3.9].—In addressing myself to 
the question that the paper “be printed, 
which I take it the Leader of the Govern- 
ment in the Senate has put in that form 
in order to give us an opportunity of dis- 
cussing, not only what appears in his 
statement of yesterday, but also what 
should appear there, I think I can join 
with the rest of the community in ¢con- 
: gratulating Senator Millen on the success 
of his recent visit to the Old Land.. = I 
understand that he has carried out all 
- the business that was intrusted to him ta 
the satisfaction of those who know its full 
details. My personal information on the 
subject. 4s somewhat scant, and was 
- gathered from newspaper statements and 
reports which I believe the honorable 
senator is himself inclined to think were 
not as ample as they should have been. 
It was only to be expected that the Min- 
ister representing the Senate, who went 
abroad as an ambassador for Australia, 
would carry out his duties and functions 
in a highly satisfactory manner. 
_ Senator Baxwar.—iHe did his work 
c well. 
_ Senator GARDINER.—-His work was 
_well done; and I do not. think it is neces- 
sary for me, as the Leader of the Oppo- 
! suinon, to attempt to find fault. 
The statement submitted yesterday 
was a brief one concerning the busi- 
ness of the Senate for the remainder 
of a session which has been in existence 
_ for many months. I am going to offer 
a suggestion to the Government, and it is 
that, as the business does not appear to’ 
be extensive, I hope arrangements will 
be made for our work to be proceeded 
with from day to day, but not necessarily 
with the idea of bringing honorable sena- 
tors long distances merely to sit for a 
couple of hours, and then return to their 
respective States. 
‘Senator E. D. Mirren. ethene hear! 


“Hear, egret? ; 
thinks as I do. There are matters con- 
nected with the papers” that shah: ee 


[SENATE.] 


‘nae sure that Gaus wheal 


wheat is sold to the Germans, — an 


' Senator GARDINER.—The Minister’s’ ° 
convinces me that he 


ahi gee feurts are not correct 


Statement. 


of considering. T am Hoe cnneee in, 
a position to discuss it to-day, but I may 
have something to say about it later, 

Tam not at aly fergie Edis the 


pest on I have ihe honour to. rep 
sent, have to pay more for the ae 


to So T do not eae it to be infe 
from that that Iam at all op DOR tay to ik 


with Gabniane 
Senator Knarrnc.—Is the hombres 
senator sure that what he says is corr 
Senator GARDINER.—Yes. As : 
as peace was declared it was the dut; 
pe pibboeanes ee to see that a real hee 


being sold to German consumers at 
cheaper price than it is made wie able 


to local consumers ? ' 


given to question 
Senator Knatinc.—The answer to. 
question was postponed. 
Senator Tomas. —Do re we 


sold here at a cheaper price ‘thie the f 
be obtained for in that country? 
Senator GARDINER.—If 1 were 
German I would complain; but the - ‘poir 
I wish to make is that wheat grown 


experienced She of tha Hane hanve 
record—is ‘being converted into 
and sold at a price which is the h: 
on record. These facts are worthy 
consideration. Here is an occasion whi 
we have a statement—I say it unhes 
ingly, and if IT am wrong the Mi 
will inform me—showing that the 
ence between 7s. 7d., the price at 


1id., the price at ne ree solc 
Australian Ma A 


position to correct any - mnisappre 


mator DE e.—It 01 on goes. ie 
Ww that 3 in the past our wheat has been 


‘sold at toc low a price. | 


Senator GARDINER. ee De the 


ind, Only a few months ago, we were 
iscussing the question of the necessity 
f the Australian farmer. getting the 
rorld’s parity for his wheat, and the re- 
‘presentatives of the Australian Labour 
party, at their conference laid it down 
Sa sound proposition that the Australian 
farmer siiould get a fair profit, based 
pon the cost of production. 


ant 


ue ime we had Senator de Largie, and other 


onorable senators, claiming the world’s 


p rity ‘Toy Australian wheat because the 
ing price in other parts of the world 
3 exceptionally high. But the world’s 
ty at present is, approximately, 5s. 
ushe}. 
lator Wirson,—The honorable sena- 
rather late in the field in advocating 
world’s parity after five years. 
Senator GARDINER.—We were al- 
ways the advocates of the farmers getting 
a fair profit based on the cost of produc- 
1, and our records will prove that. 
or de Largie and Senator Wilson 
anxious that the farmers should get 
world’s parity when the price overseas 
ag but now the markets are fall- 


is oi Gurunim. —The farmer. did not 
ee et parity. | 


Sehator eal ae —The ia 
an farmers were £12,000,000 short of 


nator GARDINER.—No doubt the 
rable senator has been the means of 
ting the farmers in the State he 
sents by the Bill he helped to get 
rough this Chamber dealing with the 
or ee of wheat silos in Western Aus- 


> GARDIN ER. _This is an ex- 

i Bo sinitee for the Minister to 

Senate how much pneney was erat 
: es 


At that. 


the oe of the 
would appear that the “spell” of. 


ese KG hatreds of pee wean 5 te 


lighten the responsibilities of a few 
viduals gathered together in that Sta: 
when months have gone by withou 


Money made available being requil 


Senator Draxe- Brockman, - 
Western Australian State Governme en 


thought that this hire wai 


sufficiently liberal. | 
Senator GARDINER. wane is onl 


- of the eoncessiong which the farm« 


ceive. 
Senator Crawrorp.—Perhaps it g 
tended to start:the silos when the Lab 
daily newspaper has been bee hoe | 
Sydney. 
Senator GARDINER.—Will the G 


vernment advance us money to get 0: 


with that project? 

Senator E,..D. Miruen. Does not, 
honorable senator think that we hay 
enough pests at present? Aes 

Senator GARDINER.—When the Ad 
tralian Labour party wanted a Labour 
daily, we never went to the Governmen: 
for, assistance, but raised £100,000 our. 
selves, and that spirit of independence 
could be well adopted by the farmers of 
Australia. 

Senator Draxr-Brockman. _Phey have 
not been so liberally paid as the people 
the honorable senator represents. 
have not the money. 


Senator GARDINER—That is 
So, a8 many of the farmers are in a Vv 
satisf actory position. There are others, 
who could have gone shearing on a ki 
able basis. eh 


interj ecti on 


months has not broken honorable senators 
off what I regard as a bad habit. I 
impossible for me to address the Bane 
if I am to be continually interrupted ; 
under these circumstances, I shall res 
what I have to aay until ae 


occasion. . * 


Senator EARLE (emaes. [2 
There are two items to which a a 
to address myself, and one is in connexio a 
with the training of our | Citizen eee. Ae 
a peiehe to prneyt the 


M inisterial : 


iiaiater for Defence (Senate Pearce) 
the desirableness of making special pro- 
- wision for the youth of Australia to at- 
tend technical schools rather than com- 
_ pelling them to undergo military train- 
ing for such long periods. I want 
the Government to understand that I 
am an uncompromising believer in 
the military training of the youth 
of Australia for the defence of the 
- Commonwealth. There are a great many 
people who, after the experience of 
past years, are rather prone to think it 
better to abandon all semblance of war 
. preparation. I would remind them that 
if they desire to live at peace in’ Aus- 
tralia, if they wish to continue to own 
this continent, they must be prepared 
for war. Such preparedness is our only 
_ Suarantee against war, sie this will con- 


_ tinue to be the position so long as human 


nature is constituted as it is. With those 
persons who object very strongly to the 
( ‘eoutinuance of compulsory training in 
connexion with our Oitizeh Forces, I 
- have no sympathy whatever. But [have 
- considerable sympathy with those parents 
_ who are anxious that their boys should be 
permitted to continue to prosecute their 


studies at technical schools in the even- 


— ings, and should not be prevented from so 
doing by the obligation imposed upon 
. them to attend military drills. In this 
- eonnexion, I have received a letter from a 

~ man whose calm judgment I respect very 
much. He points out that it is impossible 


for his boy to attend at the technical : 


- school upon the evenings necessary to 
_ qualify him for certain examinations. 
_ Now, it is quite competent for the Go- 
“-yernment to exempt from military drills 
- those lads who are obliged to attend tech- 
- mical classes. There are two armies 
_ which have to be trained for the success 
“of this country, namely, the military 
, army and the industrial army. We must 
bhave trained men to carry on our indus- 
Ngerial activities, and it is just as much in 

tee interests Af the Womiaotwenith that 
students attending technical institutions 
should be afforded every opportunity to 
become profieient in Various trades ag it 
is thatwe should become proficient in all 
Watton relating to the defence of Aus- 
a. I do not think that the exemption 
d which. ale suggest would materially affect 
i rane of our in pa wed eluane 


or merely partial, exemption ‘from 


tary drills? ee 
Senator EARLE.—If these mil 
drills could be held without ane 


havontion no objection could Be urg : s 
them. But in the case whieh I h 
cited, the particnlar boy concer 
placed at a very considerable di 
tage. My correspondent affirms t 
is necessary for his son to attend a te 
nical school upon three evenings 
week, otherwise he will be pre 
from sitting for examination, and 
demand made upon him by the mili 
authorities will thus have a far-reach 
effect upon his future career as a « 
man. .If, after a forty-eight-ho1 
in his trade, and three nights : 
the technical school, 75 per cent. 


military drills, in addition ol 
more night. drills, the boy will” 
jected to undue hardship. 

Senator Prarce.—Is that the : 
man in Hobart who has written 
ing his boy? 


Senator EARLE.—Yes. 
me that the has despatched — a 
letter to the Minister for Defence 
this matter. 


# 


Senator PEraRoE. —And ae > SU, 


children may attend technical — 
and be exempt from military | 
night? 


Set a PEARCE, — The 


nee 
should join another aan 
will not agree to that. 3 

Senator EARLE—This © parti 
parent claims that his boy is overw 
and I think that his claim is a reaso1 
one. All work and no hog! maked d 
a dull boy. ee 
Senator Sir Taowas 7 —) 


Bu the 


_ Ministerial 


us eestor EARLE. — The honorable 
- akan: would not care to take his recrea- 
_ tion under compulsion. 

; Senator Sir Tuomas Canes yr 
have done so. 

_ Senator EARLE. —The average boy 
ot Sces to map out his own recreation, in- 
. stead .of being compelled to play at sol- 
- diers. In sayiig this, I am not opposed 
_ to military training, but I do not believe 
_ that such training should be permitted 
~ to unduly interfere with the technical 
| education of our boys. : 

- Senator Lyncn.—The honorable sena- 
tor is arguing against too-much compul- 


eae 


Senator HARLE.—Only where com- 
*pusion interferes too much with tech- 
-mieal training. JI desire that our boys 
shall be afforded every opportunity to 
‘learn the various trades to which they 
“may devote themselves. It is just as 
| “important that we should have a skilled 
iG artisan population in Australia as it is 
that we should have an efficient military 
i force. 

_ The other question with which I desire 
: to deal has reference to the answer which 
I received from the Minister for Defence 
this afternoon. Honorable’ senators will 
recollect that prior to the Christmas 
pediparoment a good deal of discussion 
ook place in this Chamber concerning 
the allowance which is being made to 
old persons who are inmates of our vari- 
ous public institutions. I am sorry that 
“Senator Pratten is not present, because 
he took a very active part in that de- 
‘bate. § Upon the occasion to which I 
efer it was pointed out that it was in 
he interests of the community generally, 
-and of old persons in particular, that the 
atter should become inmates of these 
ublic institutions, in which their personal 
needs could be properly cared for. Ap- 
parently, the policy of the Government 
is to drive them out of such institutions 
-or to prevent them entering them if pos- 
‘sible. All old persons in Australia are 


entitled to a pension of 15s. per 
¥ week if they live  privately—that , 
is to say eif they remain outside 


of the institutions which the vari- 
i ous States have provided for them. 
Sut if an old man goes into an institu- 
i ion, and it may be desirable that he 

hould do so, then he gets no 
He is not recognised as 
He is more recognised 
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Statement. 


as a pauper on the State, and after 
the Commonwealth provides a certain 


amount for his maimtenance in the insti- 


tution, it gives him a couple of shillings 
per week pocket money. When the 


principle of old-age pensions was estab- He 


lished, and the pension was fixed at 10s. 
per week, the State received 8s., and the, 
old people received ‘2s. per week pockwe 
money, with which the old men bong 
tobacco or other little comforts, while, 1” 
suppose, the old women spent it in some 


other way. Now, although the pension — oe 
has been increased by 50 per cent. to the 


pensioner outside, there has been no m-  . 


crease in the pocket money allowed to the 
old people inside the institutions. 
strongly disapprove of the Government's 
policy in this regard. Tt is not fair, and — 
it is not in the interests of the ceneral 
community. We should, if possible, en- 
courage those old people who have ne 
private means to go ito institutions. 
Senator 
the honorable senator to say that the 
State institutions received the same 


amount ? 
Senator EARLE.—t!I do not know. 


Senator Draxse-Brocxman.—They re- 
ceive more. 

Senator. Fostmr.—Then it is the” ae 
orable senator’s contention that the 


Federal Government is making 
out? them ? 

Senator HARLE.—I do not say that, 
but I am confident that the Common- 
wealth Government is not paying 13s. 
per week for the maintenance of these 
old people in the institutions. I have no 
proof that that statement is correct, bub. 
I hazard ut, feeling quite sure that the 
Commonwealth Government makes a few 
shillings per week out of the old people 


money 


who remain in the institutions, as againsh 


those who live outside, I should like thet 
Government to reconsider their policy m_ 
this regard. It may be a small matter, 
but it is important. Many of these old 
people were the pioneers who prepared 


the country for our existence in Australia ~ 


Probably they have not been 


to-day.» 
They have 


thrifty in the general sense. 


not accumulated anything to maintain VA 


themselves in: their old age; but are we 
to condemn them on that account? There 
is no question that they have rendered a 
service to the State, the extent of which 
many of us are prone to undervalue. In 
consideration of the services which spr 
have rendered to the nation, we ought to 


oe 


Fostrr.—Did I. understand | 


Wen 


Dimes 
Maite: 
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. do all we can to Conte Samiesenals their 


- remaining years, which after all are few. 
I have had letters from ong old chap in 
‘Ballarat and another in Tasmania, giving 
their age as eighty years.. Surely they 
eannot last much longer, and surely the 
Government might relax their almost par- 
simonious policy, and relieve the mead 

tions of these old people a little by 

 ereasing their pocket money to at Nese 

Os, per week. 

Senator Prarren.—Does the honorable 

_ senator know the exact position now ? 

Senator HARLE.—I know that they 
are still receiving only 2s. per week for 
pocket money, or the same amount as 
when the old-age pension was 10s. per 
week, and the pension is now 15s. 

Senator Prarren.—Is the. balance of 
13s. going to the State Governments? 
- Senator EARLE.—TI have hazarded the 
opinion that it is not. Perhaps the Min- 

ister representing the Treasurer can. tell 
us; but I am confident that I am correct 
in saying that the Commonwealth is not 
paying 13s. per week for their main- 
tenance. 

Senator Prarren.—Then ithe total old- 
age pension for these people is not 15s. 
per week. 

Senatir EARLE. —The Government do 
not recognise them as old-age pensioners. 
They are inmates of State institutions. 

Senator Prarten.—But they would be 
old-age pensioners if they were outside ? 

Senator EARLE.—-Yes, and that is 
where the policy of the Government is 

- wrong, 

Senator PRATTEN.—And bes were old- 
age pensioners before they went in? , 

Senator HARLE,—Perhaps some of 
them had not reached the qualifying age; 
but they certainly would be old-age pen- 

-sioners if they remained outside. The 
policy of the Government is rather to 
drive them out of the institutions than 
to encourage them to go in where 
they are properly cared for by 
trained people and kept clean and 
comfortable. A certain stigma is 
placed upon the old people in present cir- 
cumstances by their being in these in- 
stitutions. The old-age pensioner outside 
ean hold up his head and claim to be re- 
ceiving that which is his due. There is no 
charity about it. He draws his pension 
as something which the Government of 
his country owes to him for services ren- 
dered during a long life; but when he goes 
into a State institution he does not become 
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' woman in reasonable luxury. It is m 


and we, as 


an cae abe A heoner ‘He ee to | 
upon the State for certain charities in cot 
nexion with his care and maintenance 
and as a further charity the Common- 
wealth Government gives him a couple 
ee per vies We all me how > 


an to- day. It is cut ous in tobacc 
straightway. He is a very moderate 
smoker who does not smoke 2s. worth 
tobacco in a week. : 


Senator CRAWFORD. AA fe papas 
necessaries, how much has the old-age per 
sioner outside left for luxuries on 15 

week ? 


Senator EARLE. Ae as betta 
Ae wh he had fone at all, TA 


was never contended that ine old- -age p 
sion was sufficient to keep a man | 
to assist them, and it does alleviat 
some degree the nee which 


give pices consideration. No dou i 
is a very small item for a _Commonw: al 


apd that they have "been $0 reluc 
to make a small increase in the ex 
ture of the nation by providing th 
people wae a little more ready m 


[3.39].—I indorse Senator Gardiner 
marks regarding Senator E. D 
len’s mission to London. Senator 
len did a great service to Aust 
senators, appreciat 
the fullest extent the work 5 at 
accomplished on the other side 
the world. We all realize that: a nt 
as Leader of the Senate, we have one 
the most able parliamentarians — 


node in tes daily papers eae 
to be appointed this, that, and the 
but I am sure that. we, as a Sena: me 
exceedingly pleased on re-assembling t 
find him in ne old peste Pe a 


ak 


T am sure that all honorable senators join 
with me in appreciation of all that he 
accomplished for Australia at the time 
when Australia most needed the assistance 
he was able to render. TI also support 
Senator Gardiner’s remarks, indorsed by 
_ Senator Millen, that we should push on 
with the business, sitting daily, if neces- 
‘sary, until we complete it, and not be 
_ brought here from all parts of Australia 
merely to sit a few hours two or three 
_ times a week, thus putting all to a great 
deal of inconvenience. Outside there is 
a feeling that members of this Chamber 
should be sitting to earn their salaries, 
but the taxpayers should realize that un- 
less there is work, and profitable work, for 
the Senate to do, it would be a waste of 
money for honorable senators to be called 
together simply for the sake of as- 
sembling. We can do much more useful 

work in our own States. TI trust the 
sovernment will facilitate business, and 
ring us here for longer periods, if neces- 
Y, in order that we may accomplish 
our duties expeditiously. This course 
would be appreciated by all those honor- 
e€ senators who have to travel long 
ances. — 
omething has been said with regard to 
Wheat Pool, the position of which, in 
opinion, can only be fairly discussed 
n taken over the whole period during 
Whizh the Pools have been in existence. 
4t 1s unjust and unfair simply to view the 

osition at a time like the present, when 
e seems to be a decline in the markets 
he world. The history of the Pools 
s that wheat for home consumption » 


x 


hi is been previously released at consider- 
ably below the world’s parity. I was one 


£ those who, when the price for home 
sumption was fixed last year, thought 
it was a mistake to fix it over such a 
@ period of time. It would have been 
nuch better had the position been te- 
ewed quarterly, or if a sub-committee 
been appointed to reduce the price if 
essary. .. But as the Wheat Board, 
vhich the Commonwealth Government 
Tepresented, fixed the price for home 
nption at 9s. per bushel for the 
year, a compact was made and jt 


Ma If they think it ad- 
educe the price in order to 
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got beyond the question of a guarantee — 
and a subsidy altogether, as we have abso- — 
lutely entered into a sale, seeing it was 
arranged that for the ensuing twelve 
months wheat should be taken from the 
Pool for home consumption for 9s. 
» bushel. i. 
not now be a party to the breaking of a | 
contract with any section of the com-. 
munity, aS 


statement that it is not intended to go: 
on with the seventy days’ military train 
ing. 
ger to a boy’s morals in a camp for con 
tinuous training. 


able senator that I have only one boy, anc 
I am not frightened of his morals being 
corrupted in any camp. 
think that we are going to turn our mili 
tary training camps into Sunday schoo} 
»Give a boy a good home training and 
will be well fitted for any environment a, 


provide a cheaper loaf for the people, this 
burden should rest on the entire com- 
munity, and not on the farmer alone, If 
this were done, nobody would suffer to 
any great extent, and the right course 
would be pursued. I feel confident tha: 
those in authority over the scheme will 
adopt this policy, and not allow the loss ~ 
to fall upon the farmer simply because a 
bad bargain may have been made for 
the Commonwealth. | Senator Gardiner 
persists in saying that the farmers all 
through have hada wonderfully good 
deal, and that the people whom he has the 
honour to represent are carrying an im- 
mense burden. He seems to lose sight 
of the fact that, if the farmer is to make 
his industry pay he must work double the 
time at present worked by the men that 
he represents. Any man who attempted | 
to farm his land, especially Jand in out- 
lying areas, such as the Mallee country, Cay 
on the eight-hours-a-day principle, would 
not be able to pay 8s. in the £1. For this 
reason, I think it is only right that 
a compact having been entered into Within 6 
the farmers, with regard to wHeat prices," 
it should be honoured. BOP Ek 
Senator Prarren,— The honorable 
senator is now advocating both a guaran- 
tee and a subsidy. Ue 
Senator WILSON.—I think we 


have 


per 
I am sure the Government will — 


I was pleased to hear Senator Pearce’s. 


Much has been said about the dar 


7 


Senator Prarrey.—Hear, hear! 
Senator WILSON.—1I tell the honor, 


We must no 


i ches 
hn 5 ni By 


é 
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for any of those experiences that so often During the last few mont 


are necessary to make a man of him. lL. constantly seen in the newspapers—which, 
appreciate the point raised by Senator again, is our only medium of informa- 
Farle About the danger of continuous tion, although we are senators—that So- 
training interfering with a boy’s indus- and-so has been appointed to a particular 
trial or technical education; but I realize, position in the Public Service. We have 
from the Minister’s statement to-day, that learned that many appointments, yunning 
he is fully alive to the position, and does into big figures, “have been made, and L’® 
not intend to ask more than can’be rea-. think that we should be made conversant 
-sonably expected from the young men of with all the appointments that are made. 
this country. T do not know whether the question which — 
[ come now to the position of the Senate J] put yesterday was stated broadly enough ~ 
and the duty of honorable senators in to cover the higher-paid officials who have. 
their own States. Like many other hon- been appointed within the period to which — 
ofable senators to. whom 1 have spoken my question referred; but I was, and am, 
from time to time, I feel that an attempt desirous of securing a complete list of the 
is being made—I will not say vindictively whole of the appointments made during © 
—to ignore the Federal representatives, that period of officers receiving remunera- 
and I ask Ministers to, as far as possible, tion in excess of £350 or £500 per year. Se 
protect the position of senators in their a ae me ee audee 
own States. Matters of State concern, in ‘ pie 1 hare mer Oe 
my judgment should be brought before hae that the honey senator 
Je ? c gesting that the list I supplied to-day 18 


the Federal Governmen hrough the me- : 
ih 8 not satisfactory ? 


dium of honorable senators. I am is weet, 
Senator WILSON.—I am suggesting 


not going to say that all those sub- le i asi 
jects that are brought before the Federal thay 21 fdogs not coves the field I wish to 


Government by the States Premiers COV ene 
should be introduced by senators, brit it is Senator Foster. — The honorable 
anomalous that as representatives of the senator requires information as to ap- 
States we should get information as to 80 pointments, not only to the Public Ser-— 
many such matters only through the vice, but outside the Service. xe 
medium of the public press ; that, in fact, Senator WILSON.—IL want. informa- 
we should be virtually left out in the cold ton concerning all officers who are paid 
ae to what is going on between the States by the Federal Government, ee 
and the Federal Government. Rn RNS 
Senator HarLe.—l do not think that Senator Ez D. Mirren. —lit the answer 
is the position generally. At all events, see neon docs not tS 
it is not so in my State. cote ayn i, 
Senator DE Linea ot is very much Sean ae him that I will take steps to 
so in Western Australia. | Raa 5 Sire 
Senator WILSON.—I ean only speak ‘Senator WILSON.—I greatly appre 
for my own State. I feniind Wohorabie yes the honorable senators assurance, 
senators that we can only justify our posi- - eg with oe eee Be. the 
4jon when we can live up to te aa 2 ene am anxious to Make MYs ae aet, 
genators, we are oa to do! whetiawe  Yersant with what 18 going OP in the 
an for the State we represent, the Fede> Federal arena; and the list supplied in 
al Government should assist us by re- answer to my question to-day 18 not as 
wiring that matters concerning the State complete as I desire. Mae ks 
ould be introduced by honorable sena- Senator KEATING (Tasmania) [3.53]. 
ors, or, if district matters, by a mem- -—There is an implication im the motior 
r of the House of Representatives, submitted by the Leader of the Senate 
I hope that the suggestion made with (Senator E. D. Millen) yesterday tha 
egard to the sittings of the Senate will be the business to which he then referred i 
adopted. It would greatly ‘ncrease in- vractically the only business which th 
erest in our affairs if we were to sit Government propose to submit to thi 
aily, and would enable the public to be- Chamber pending the disposal of th 
me more fully conversant with the’ Tariff in another place. .f wish to expres 
leiness transacted in this Chamber. the hope that the attention of the Senat 
| “f 


_ vited, to some matters in addition to the 
_few mentioned by the honorable senator. 


A measure was introduced into this 
Chamber some few sessions back, and 
_ occupied its attention for many weeks. It 
was a Bill for a Commonwealth Bank- 
ruptey Act. 
great, and the need to-day is still greater. 
Senator Prarren.—And as time goes 

eu will become greater still. Pita 
_. Senator KEATIN G.—That is so. For 
- many years the’ several States Parlia- 
oe ments have hesitated to bring their 
ay Pee epicy legislation up to date, because 
they have believed that it was the inten- 
tion of the Commonwealth Government, 
at no distant date, to introduce a measure 
me that would unify the law with regard to 
bankruptcy throughout the Common- 
wealth. I do not wish to be pessimistic, 
or to pose as a prophet of evil, but it is 
quite possible that, owing to the altered 


condition of things, the need for some- 


think like a uniform bankruptcy law 
throughout the Commonwealth will be 
___ stressed considerably in the near future. 
Since the Commonwealth came into 


and commerce between the States has 
| ahaa enormously, and now there are 
_ business enterprises which have their 
~ original home in one State and have re- 
' presentatives or agencies in one or more 
of the other States. Trade and commerce 
are not now, so much as they were before 


governable by the laws of a single State, 
but they are bounded to-day, if at all, 
only by the limits of the whole Common- 
_ wealth. One can readily understand that 
oe in future some large trading firm 
carrying on operations in several of the 
States became so involved as to make it 
S necessary for it to take proceedings for 
_ sequestration the difficulties of those deal- 
ing with that firm would be considerably 

B aggravated by reason of the fact that 
a would be operating in different 
States under different laws. During the 
recess, I ventured to bring this matter 
é i ander the notice of the Prime Minister 
hs (Mr, Hughes). I had a communication 
By from him in which he assured me that 
_ the matter was receiving attention. He 
suggested that, on my return to Mel- 
bourne, I should eet into (one with the 


eilY be Arebed: is its ideaton Hii Mr. Gran alee he gave me to 


The need for it was then . 


are not of 


existence some twenty years ago, trade 


Federation, bounded by the limit and 


understand that the matter was proceed- 
ing, so far as the Government was con- — 
cerned, with a reasonable amount o 
speed. After that, Mr. Groom left Mel 
bourne for New South Wales ant 
Queensland, and since his return I have 
again seen him in connexion with thi 
matter. Although I am unable to say 
that he expressly said so, I received th 
impression from my conversations — wit 
him that, early this session, the Senate 
would te invited to onetiee an up-to- 
date and complete codification of bank- 
ruptey law throughout the whole Com- 
monwealth. I hope that Ministers will 
give this matter consideration. 


There are other subjects of locum 
which might 5 introduced, and which 
political party charac- 
ter, but which if dealt with by legislation — 
for the whele of the Commonwealth — 
would be very Ao wantag eqs to trading — 
and the development of the Common. — 
wealth generally. There are numerous 
powers given to the Federal Parliament — 
under section 51 of the Constitution, — 
some of which we have not so far — 
attempted to exercise. Many of these ~ 
matters might be dealt. With in a non-con- 
troversial spirit, and I invite the com- - 
sideration of the Government to the pos- — 
sibility of dealing with them. I remember _ 
that during the session of 1905, when an~ 
other place was very busily engaged, this — 
branch of the Federal Legislature gave 
considerable attention to patents, designs 
and trade marks, and other matters» of 
that character, in respect of which legis 
lation could hardly be considered of | 
party or controversial character. 


One matter to which I wish to refer is 
that raised by Senator Wilson. He takes 
exception to what he considers the ignor. 
ing to some extent of the members 
of the Senate as representatives of their 
States as States. I was very pleased 
tc hear the honorable senator do so, be- 
cause I have taken the same exception on 
the ficor of this Chamber times without — 
number. Going back to 1904 cr 1905, in — 
the, early days of the Federation, when _ 
the first Premiers’ Conferences were held, — 
I directed attention to the fact that the. r 
Senate was being ignored, and that if it — 
did not protest it would be ignored more — 
and more as the years went on. There 
has been a _ disposition on the part — 


ree successive Governments in dealing | 
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with the States, either as a whole 
or individually, to deal with them: as 
though there were not in the Common- 
wealth Constitution and machinery a 
House which was. representative of the 
States as States. I'say with due thought 
and: care that that disposition has been 
very much evinced by the present Prime 
Minister (Mr. (Hughes). There is a dis- 
position to get into direct communication 
with the Government of a State and to 
treat’ the Senate as absolutely non-exis- 
tent. I feel that the Senate, as the 
States’ House under our Constitution, has 
not always received the recognition that 
it should’ command. Whilst honorable 
senators are very often approached by the 
Governments. of the States they repre- 
sent to deal with matters of peculiar in- 
terest to those States—— 


Senator De Larere.—The Western Aus- 
tralian Government very seldom. does that. 


Senator KEATING.—That is not the 
case. with the Governments of all the 
States. There is one feature of this 
matter which has to be remembered, and 
it is that when there is kudos to be 
gained -out: of whatever arrangement is 
biknued: the Communications of the 
Pederal Government are generally direct 
with the States. But if there is obloquy 
to be incurred by reason of the fact that 
a State does not fare as well as the people 
of that State think it should in its deal- 
ings with the Federal Government, the 
inforeession of honorable senators repre- 
senting the State is generally invoked. 
This is an actual fact. I do not say that 
in every instance the Commonwealth Go- 
vernment, when dealing’ with a State as 
such, should communicate directly, with 
the State Governments, but I do say that 
a little more regard than has been. paid 
in the past should be paid to the fact 
that the Senate isthe States House, and 
that. there are six senators: from. each 
State concerned in the adjustment of 
matters between the State. and the Com- 
monwealth, and chosen directly by the 
people to represent the State in its 
Federal] relations. Without specifying 
particular instances, and speaking only 
generally; I trust that the Leader of the 
Government in the Senate will bring this 
matter before the Prime Minister and the 
Cabinet for consideration in connexion 
with future relations between the Com- 
monwealth and the several: States. 
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Senator FAIRBAIRN (Vieboriay) 
[4.3|.—I. should like: to add my meed 
of praise to that already bestowed 
by Senators. Gardiner and. Wilson 
on the worthy Leader of the Senate 
(Senator’ \E.. D. ‘Millen) for) the 
magnificent work he did overseas. 
We have had rather scrappy information — 
through the press as to what that work — 
was, but. I hope that the honorable sena- 
tor will take an early opportunity ob 
civing us a review of the work he did. 
We know that one thing he did was to. 
consolidate the floating debt to the: BeE 
tish Government of £40,000,000, on 
which interest was to be ‘paid at from — 
33 to 5 per cent. That alone was aS 
magnificent achievement, I am sure che : 
I voice the views of every member of the = 
Senate when I say that we should like ; . 
to obtain from Senator Millen a consecu- — 
tive statement reviewing the work he did 
abroad. If he makes such a statement 
I feel sure that the Senate will unami<— 3 
mously resolve that he: has done his work 
worthily and well. From what I heard 
Senator Gardiner say to-day I feel sure’ 
that the whole of the ‘Opposition will sup- 
port such a resolution, and that would 
establish an absolutely unique record, We 
all knew when Senator Millen went away 
that. he was going upon a.most important — 
mission. ‘The press was never tired of 
pointing out how important it was, and 
I' hope he will give us the review of his 
work some day; when I am satisfied, from 
the’ Sifdemation | wer bane: alrdasdye had, 
that the Senate will be prepared to pass 
a resolution of commendation, and 
assure Senator Millen that he has rem: 
dered magnificent service to this country. 


Senator Wilson, who is the only far- if 
mer in the Senate, has, I think, submit- 
ted a practical solution of the very vexed he 
and difficult question, of the price of 
wheat for local consumption in. Australia 
to-day. It is nota question of what the 
farmers are getting to-day. I was very yk 
much struck by a: letter which. anPeen 
in) the. press recently, signed by Lemon — 
and: Company, from which I propose to — 
read a few extracts: to give a couse he 
view of the whole position. The-matter 
is: one of great importance. At first” ie 
blush it does seem a. terrible anomaly 
that the Germans andthe Chinese should 
be: getting: our wheat: cheaper than: our 
own people.can obtain it.. Asto.the-com-— 


; een hee! 


Hi 


a nisl 


+ eA ‘prices, per’ ‘bush 1 a 
oy spondent states-—and I. hope. that af at 
is incorrect our farmers’ 
‘tives will say so—that for the season 
1915-16 the overseas price was 4s. 94d. 
per bushel, and the price’ for local con- 
sumption ‘As. lldd. Apparently, the 
farmer received the best of the deal dur- 
ing that year. The figures for subse- 
quest years for overseas wheat and wheat 
for local consumption were as follows.— 
1916-17, 5s, 1.3d., 4s. 4.76d.; 1917-18, 
es Solas) 49/° 11.6907): 2018-19 68. 91d, 
(5s; 2.8d) > 1919-20; as far as sales up to 
oe the average price was 11s. 9.50d., 
and since then, if anything, has averaged 
‘more, while the fixed price for local con- 
“sumption was 7s. 8d. per bushel. I am 
not in a position to say whether the 
_ figures are accurate or not; but they must 
be fairly correct, as up to the present 
_ they have not been contradicted. These 
- figures quoted by this correspondent show 


; > that if we take the average local consump- 
_ tion for Australia as 34,000,000 bushels, 


for the 1915-16 season the Australian 
| public subsidized the farmer to the ex- 
tent of £283,333 6s. 8d., but for the fol- 
lowing four years the farmer subsidized 
the Australian public to the extent of 
 £11,887,412. That is an enormous 
amount, and apparently the Australian 
consumers have done remarkably well 
over a period of years. We have also to 
recollect that if the Government reduce 
the price, the reduction would have to be 
borne by the farmers, including those in 
New South Wales who have just passed 


through a terrible drought, and for the 


benefit of whom the New South Wales 
_ Government floated a loan of \£3,000,000 
im order to save them from starvation. 
‘Tt is impossible for producers so circum- 
stanced to recover their position in a 


A moment, and it would be unreasonable to 


again: penalize them' by reducing the price 
for local consumption. In my opinion, it 
| he cee be-cruel, because by the time these 
_ men. pay back their loans to the New 
Sng acie Wales Government for wheat ob- 


in other directions, they will not be any 


2 further forward than they were prior to 


the drought. All these points have to be 


| SS taken into consideration, and we have 


ca. to think of local consumers, such as 


2 . _ dairymen and poultry ‘raisers, who have 


_ to purchase bran and_ pollard, which is 
costing approximately £10 per ton. It 


~ returned soldiers a have | ‘taken oy 


representa-_ 


tained, ee Pee ey ee eee phoned | scsion'té Great Britain ofthe Minister. 


wast be ike Bapuemeay that: ia are oy, | 


poultry raising. The position demands 
consideration, rane I. think the sugges 
tion made by Senator Wilson. roti 
meet the case, I am not aware of what 
it would mean to the Government if it 
were to contribute about ls. 4d. per 
bushel to bring the wheat up to its pre- 
sent oversea parity. ‘The price is now 9s., 
the present oversea parity is about 
6d., so there is a difference of ap- 
Peer Is. 6d. per bushel; but what _ 
that would mean for the remaining pees 
I am not prepared to say. 
Senator pp Larciz. ould it not be 
reasonable to give them the £11,750, ~ 
that they have been underpaid? _ 


Senator FATRBAIRN.—It might fake 
a long time to do that. I do not suggest 


“making any reduction in the price to be. a 


paid to the farmer, as an arrangement 
has been already entehed into, and it ea 
one that would be difficult to alter. I. hay 
think the general community might be 
asked, through the States, to make up the 
balance, so that such industries as dairy- 
ing and poultry raising might be placed 
on a better basis, and bread supplied to 
local consumers at a more moderate price. 
I am not fully conversant with the whole — 
situation, but I think the suggestion — 
made by Senator Wilson is one that 
might be considered. If that policy were 
adopted, we would not be penalizing the 
farmer, who in the past has had to face 
adversity, particularly in New South 
Wales, where many have been on the 
verge of starvation. Tf the burden is nol 
too great—which I am not prepared to. 
admit at present—I think it might bea — 
good way out of the very troublesome 
position in which we are placed. N 


Senator LYNCH (Western Australia) 
[4.12].—Before the policy debate has 
been disposed of, I desire to refer to one 
or two subjects which have already beer 
mentioned, as well as some others which 
have not been dealt with. With all that 


has’ been said concerning the successfu iA 


for Repatriation (Senator EK. D. Millen) — 
I fully agree. I believe he kept ‘the — 
“end ” af: this country well up in the — 
highest councils which he had the rare — 
opportunity of meeting at Geneva. He ” 
had the responsibility of taking up the — 
burden which ‘was dropped—and which — 
should not have been dropped—and — 
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straightening out the tangle, and he did 
his work to the satisfaction of the 
keenest critics to be found in the country. 
In connexion with the proceedings at the 
Geneva Conference, I have noticed that 
the Minister for Repatriation keenly 
watched the financial position, and, ac- 
cording to newspaper reports, he kept an 
Argus eye on expenditure. He was the 
watch-dog of the nations when the ex- 
penditure of money was being con- 
sidered. I trust that he will adopt 
that policy in this smaller sphere of 
action, and I will show why there is 
reason for doing so. 


We have heard something about ship- 
building of late, and consternation has 
been caused in New South Wales in con- 


sequence of the suspension. of operations 


at the Cockatoo Island Dockyard, which 
has been responsible for throwing a large 
number of men out of employment. I 
am. sure it is a matter of regret to any 


Government to be responsible for throw-- 


ing men out of work; but any one who 
lookg at this proposition squarely, as- 
certains the truth, and considers the 
reasons. which actuated the Government 
in bringing to a stand-still a very im- 
portant branch: of industry such. as 
the Cockatoo Island Dockyard, will 
admit that the action taken was justi- 
fied. It needs to be stated quite plainly 
what the reason was for taking such 
action ;.sand, In my opinion, the dockyard 
shot ald have been closed previously, if 
oy io. give a lesson te the men engaged 
in that industry. The Government of 
the country, as the custodians of the tax- 
payers’ money, should zealously guard 
our interests, so that £1 worth of work 
should be obtained for every £1 sterling 
expended. lu this regard, I am pained 
to think, in looking over what has hap- 
pened there, not only during .the time 
this Government has been in office, but 
while other Governments have been ad- 
ministering the affairs of the Common- 
wealth, that the taxpayers have not been 
getting a fair deal. A member of the 
Joint Committee of Public Accounts that 
was constituted before the present Com- 
mittee gave me his experiences of what 
he saw in passing through that dockyard. 
‘T do not wish to give his name, but I be- 
lieve he would be quite willing that I 


Senator Lynch, 
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should disclose it if I were to approach 
him. The honorable member for Hun- 
ter (Mr. Charlton) was Chairman of ~~ 
the Public Accounts Committee at the 
time, and the, member of the Comimit- 
tee to whom I thave referred said that 
they found on inquiry that a rivetting 

crew in those works was only putting in 
seventy rivets per day. It must be plain — 
to the casual observer that a big public 
undertaking cannot. be carried on on that 
basis and succeed. No Government or 
‘managers who are responsible for such a 
pondition df affairs are worthy of oe” C 
salt, or of an hour’s confidence. h 


Senator Keatine.—Do I unilensteae 
that only seventy rivets a day, were 
placed in position ? 


Senator LY NCH,-Yes, by a riers | 
crew. It is quite plain that not only 
this Government, but* other Govern- 
ments, have not of late years been get~ 
ting anything like a fair deal, and in 
turn, of course, the taxpayers suffer. The 
reason why I want this Government to” 
insist upon a fair deal is because they 
were elected-to see that the interests of . 
the taxpayers were conserved in such a 
way that they would get £1 worth of work 
for every £1 sterling expended. mee 

Certain warships | have been turned out 
I perused the particulars in order to re-~ 
fresh my memory, and I found that the 
Sydney and Melbourne were purchased 
in the Old Country at £385,000 and 
£405,000 respectively. The Brisbane, 
which was coristructed at Oockatoo Is- 
ae cost £770,000, and, according to the 
figures which have recently appeared in 
the press, the Adelazde will cost, apple 
mately, £1,151,000., 

Senator ‘Keatine. Is thay the tote 
cost when the Adelaide is completed ? ue : 

Seaton LYNCH.—Yes, to put her. 
in a seaworthy condition., I asked certain ~ 
questions in this chamber as to costs to 
ascertain if there was any justifiable rea- 
son for the difference either in rating, In 
armoury, or anything that goes to the. ce’ 
make-up of a warship. I was informed, —— 
in reply, that there was no practical dif- 
ference between the three ships, two of 
which were constructed in the Old Coun- 
try and one in the Commonwealth. J de- 
sire to direct attention to the difference in 
time in which the Sydney was handed 
over to the Commonwealth dnd the time 


required t te on. ae Brisbane. OP erk 
was not much difference in either the cost 
of the material or the wages bill, “It 
cost the taxpayer over 100 per cent. 
more for the Brisbane than for the Syd- 
mney; but if we take the estimated 
cost of the Adelatde into considera- 
tion, we find that the cost has trebled, or, 
in other words, we could get three ships 
of the capacity of the S ydney for the price 
which the Adelaide will cost. The ‘irea- 
surer (Sir Joseph Cook) has said that the 
ost. of shipbuilding in Great Britain has 
ere but in this case it has trebled. 
The aver age cost of the Sydney, Ael- 
bourne, and Brisbane is about’ £390,000, 
but the Adelaide is to cost £1,151,000. 
We can make allowance for the high cost 
of material and the increased cost. of 
labour, but there is still another allow- 
- ance which must be made. Vo counter- 
balance the items 1 have mentioned there 
3s the increased efficiency that is claimed 
for the Australian workmetrover British 
workmen, and the modern technical appli- 
ances which are now employed in the con- 
étruction of the Adelaide as compared with 
the other warships. These should be sufii- 
eient to counterbalance the points I have 
mentioned. The policy of this country is 
generous in the matter of giving encour- 
agement to local industries. For the 
boots and clothes we wear, the food we 
eat, the ploughs with which we till the 


sey soil, and the machinery we employ in cur 


industries we are prepared to allow 30 
“per cent. to 40 per cent.; but when it 
+ somes to warships we pay “100 per cent. 
. The people at ‘Cockatoo Island, and those 


behind them, are asking too much from 


BY overburdened people. 

Senator Garpiner.—We are paying 
200 per cent. more for a suit of clothes 
now than we paid in pre-war days. 


- . Senator LYNCH.—I am. dealing with 
‘the time when the Sydney and the Bris- 
bane were delivered from the manufac- 
‘turers. In the case of the Adelaide the 
- position is still more aggravated. 


just been made by Senator Gardiner is 


- correct: It is true that in these days we 
hear a mightly lot about the high cost of 
» living; but, as I have previously re- 


marked upon many occasions, I am afraid 
_ that instead of the high cost. of living 
being the cause of all our ills, the cost of 
ae high’ living is at the root of. ‘them. We 
| cannot walle outside this ee without 


at the savings per head of our popula- 4 
tion. 


I do-° 
not know that the statement which has | 


Statement. 


picture pe: 
Then look © 


eli a. ie or a 
which is crowded with people. 


There has been a positive. increase 
in these over the entire period during 
which the people are supposed to have 
been completely downtrodden. The 
workers’ balance-sheet shows that the sav- 
ings per head of our population are in- 
finitely more to-day than they were be- — 
fore this cry of the high cost of living © 
was manufactured. In most cases it is 
not the bigh cost of living which afflicts 
us, but the cost of high living, and this « 
1s to be found amonest the we ewer them-_ ee 
ssives. Of course, T know how my words 
may be twisted, ‘but I presume that i 
shall have an opportunity of explaining. 
If that opportu ani by be denied me, the 
people may put whatever construction 
upon them they please, and treat me 
just: how they will. I have said. upon pe 
many previous occasions that we are a 
well-off community. We are well clothed — 

and well fed, and during the war peri ae 
there yas no country in the world n a 
which the cost of living was so low. : 


Senator p—E Largir.—And every man 
has‘his own picture show. 


Senator LYNCH.—Of course he_ has. 

We cannot be a downtrodden people and | 

at the same time put more money ints Me 
the Lanks then we ever placed there be- — : ; 
fore.. Fair play is bonnie play. Let us 
face the: position squarely. The high cos 
of iiving in this country is, contributed ~ 
to largely by the loafing which takes ake eb: 
amongst our workmen—the loafing which — 
18 doe by the Official ‘Labour 
party. Any honorable senator who ¢ares 
to take up the records and peruse them 
mav learn from Anibbs that there has 
been a gradual increase in the cost of our 
production—that a suit of clothes costs 
ever so much more to-day than it did — 
fifteen years ago. The men who have 
adepted the “ go-slow *’ policy are! to be 

found in Mort’s Dock and in every other — 

dock in the Commonwealth. But the 

farmer cannot go slow. He is the man_ 

who is working double time in this coun-— 
try.. There is nothing which teaches men 

so much as does experience. IT have my 

neck in the collar, and I know what it~ 

means. Let those who preach this ob- 

noxious doctrine of ‘‘ go slow’? take up 

an orchard, a farm, or a fishing area, and’ 


‘they will soon discover the truth of my a 


statements. There is not a single man in 


‘our cities who js possessed of a small 


production. — 


dles away ‘‘ his glorious youthful prime,’ 

a Bobby Burns puts it, in a country in 
hich there is so much opportunity for 
lim to make a home and an independence 
or himself, ought to ve shot. That is 
he ° “very point which I was about to make 
when you, sir, in the exercise of your 
discretion, — “pulled mens ape hot res 
peat that we cannot go on paying 
(100 per cent. increase in the cost of our 
warships or of our wheelbarrows, 
ve are satisfied to pay only an increase of 
0 per cent. upon the ordinary commodi- 
ties of life. 
tionist once; but I am a sane Protectionist 
o-day ; and when the Tariff is under con- 


sire Protection shall receive just that 
‘bare measure of it which is neces- 
ary to enable them to 
mpete with articles from 
nd not a fraction more. Coming 
o Government Departments, if the Go- 
vernment do not get down to work 
‘and give the taxpayers a fair deal I shall 
not be a supporter of theirs any longer. 
The closing down of Cockatoo Dockyards 
did not eome a day too soon. 


ong ago. The men who adopt the ‘‘ go- 
low ni policy should be made to feel their 
position. Other individuals have had 


work whilst these men were loafing. The 


wealth Departments for the loafers, I 
shall be no longer a supporter of theirs. 
When I filled the office of a Minister of 
the Crown for about five minutes I took 
steps to tell my subordinates that they 


believe. in giving ee the ‘ straight 


en in the 
intervened, 


se of av our (nee etion 


La keine, in view of the facts that, on the 
‘hand, sugar is dear because it is scarce, 
ving to not enough of it being got. out of 
th ground, that butter ‘and other. household 


‘in sufficient quantitie ae 


} 


and, 


neithe 


| “The single Tian oa boda 
walks the pavements of our. streets, nai cus HOE Ee ef) 
of work; whether in view en 
facts the Government. will comr 


Bolsheviks to be 
duce the cost of iene” 


whilst — 


T was very much a Protec- | : 
understand antes one gives” 4] 


ideration I intend to see that those who 
Knibbs, and he will there learn 
_the Hip not peed of sole, ie 
successfully 
overseas, 


4 ‘Labour: movement. 
Action in 


hat direction should have Hhen taken — 


their: physical figures deformed by hard 
_ time is ripe for a reckoning, and if the ane’ a Station in the State te 
“Government do not ransack the Common-— 


would have to put up a pound’s worth of 


was the next question put to him. i: 
ork or they would ‘not be paid £1 for it. “eT. 4 


all right” was the reply. 


‘eonditions all right?” 
the reply. 
tralian ‘Workers - | 
“You must ‘not be contented Like 


ommodities are dear because they are ‘scarce! 
y to ‘the willing soil not being asked ng 


pnd, | that our cities have too many 4 Re 
a a peri cious 


the Prime Minister of Russia, Mr. Lenin, 3 
questing him to exchange half-a-dozen shi 
loads of genuine Bolsheviks for an e 
ber of our half-baked — variety, 
drawn en | 


nd Mibesher, AT _ the. ae 


‘ straight griffin,” But any 
senator who cares to do so ma 


odin acelin ee ean. 
counted for only by. ae insid y 
paralyzing cocening on | 
is. abroad. 


mandated: in this cone am ‘e ofe 
In this connexic 
may be pardoned for telling a littl 
There was a certain member of 
ment in New. 
estunable man, nlchough he d 
much about politics. 


good fellow—a kind of halt-aalh r 


one day. and oe to one of hie 
“How is old Mac treating 
reply he was told that “ Old 
right.” “ How is he observi 


all wight?” he was, asked: 
was the. auswer. 
ie Veer 


be Well, es remarked i 
Union 1 rep 


What you need to do is to get. as m 
you can, to do as. ihe as ) ) 


pps Te 


_ into the surroundings, 


ibis voing ag t put tig Pree iicn 
_ to them: “If you can make two pairs of 


Ddoots in a day, for 10s. per pair, and you 


listen to the evil adviser who is bossing 
many of our labour unions to-day, and. 


as a result, reduce that output to one pair 
of boots per day, how can you sell that 
pair of boots except at double the price? 
And if the consumer has to pay that 
donble price, who is responsible for it?” 
The slacker who goes slow merely because 
_ he listens to the voices of men who have 
_ €ome from countries in which they could 
_ not get their own grievanges remedied— 
- ountries which are not as good as Aus- 


 traiia, where every man who does a fair” 


days work is assured that he will get a 
fair day’s pay. 
OP This: brings ‘me to the position 
which obtains to-day in regard to 


certain necessary commodities ‘of life: 
- Take sugar as an example. In the State 
 owhich you, sir, represént, and of 
- ‘which I have the happiest memories, I 
have walked along the littoral, and as 
far as the eye could reach I Way 6 looked 


upen acres and acres of land upon which: 


sugar was being or could be. grown. 
‘Any quantity of sugar could be raised on 
those lands. Even the limited areas so 
far devoted to the cultivation of sugar 
ane have enhanced greatly in value. I 
was shown sugar lands worth £60 per 
acre. I recalled my own domicile in the 
semi- arid interior of Western Australia, 
where land would not fetch more than 
10s. per acre, and thought ‘‘ What’ a 
happy lot these people are!” ~JI inquired 
and found that 
Sugar workers there were getting 30s. a 
day. I say, ‘* good luck to them to get 
it, so long as they do not do so by putting 
somebody else in the mud, and impover- 
ishing other people.” But that is what 
_ they are doing, because they have forced 
_ the price of sugar up in this country to 
_an inordinate figure. Those men are 
getting that high wage in Queensland, 


bet ‘but the wheat industry of Australia, ex-. 


cept in the last few years, has never been 


in a position to pay anything like~those 


>, ates, although it employs some 230,000 
adults. Various Governments, including 
ue - the one of which Mr. Hughes i is the head, 
have flung a protecting arm around the 
sugar - industry. This’ Government in- 
_ ereased the price of sugar to £30 a ton. 
: oe ab. was: quia £14 a ae then it was 


tsa to £21, 
£30. 


from overseas, and certainly it had to be, 
but the imperative facts remain that here 


we have the land, and here we have the 


people, and at the same time bigger 
wages and profits are given in that indus. 
try than in the sister industries. My 
contention is that while that is the case, 


we are not warranted in giving higher 
the sugar industry than what 


rates. for 
the equity of the situation demands, 

hamely a wage and a prefit equal to that 
obtaining in the sister industries. 


Senator Crawrorp.—Last year 


tralian price. 


Senator LYNCH. —-[ am aware oe ne ae 
but the sugar industry of Australia could we 
not live for a moment if the protecting — 
was not. 
The honorable sena- 
trade on that while 


arm of the Customs House 
thrown around it. 

tor is not going to 
there are other industries in this country, 
where the value of land has decreased in- 


stead of increasing, and where the labour 
employed cannot be adequately paid. The 


honorable senator is not going to be 


allowed to have certain petted industries, — x 
such as sugar producing and coal produc- 
ing, without my calling attention to the 


fact and casting a vote against an ill- 
balanced arrangement by which some in- 
dustries are pampered and. others 
allowed to languish. The coal industry” 


in my own State is another petted indus- 
In saying that, I am showing that 
I am fair, because Ido not point to my 
own State as being free from all spots 
The coal industry in Western 
industry, — 

and all such coddling should be at once 
Last year I took a spell, 
for the first time, [ think, during the term __ 
of my natural life, I chose North Queens- 
land, because I believe that is the only 
place. in the Commonwealth where a per- 
son can loaf without attracting public 


try. 


and stains. 


Australia coddled 


is another 


discouraged. 


notice. On my way up to Cairns I landed 


and now it: is up. Shee 
The excuse was made that sugar 
had to bee bought at even higher rates 


ae 
Government imported 100,000 tons at a 
price which was £25 a ton above the ae o Zh 


are . 


in Brisbane about the time the Prince of 


Wales was expected, and I saw there 


what I never saw before in my life, and 


As bon 


never thought I would live to see. 
accommodation was hard to secure, my 


daughter and myself left our luggage at 


the railway station and went around to 


find a place to stay at for the night. I 


, 


¢ 
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got back to the station at 3 o’clock in the 
_ afternoon, and passed in my check for my 
left luggage. A young fellow came lan- 
guidly torward with the air of one who 
would ask, ‘‘ What the devil-do you 
want?’ TI passed in my check, and he 
talked back to somebody else. I looked 
past him and there I saw three officials, 
two of whom were in uniform, playing 
cards.» This. was at: 3° o'clock 
afternoon, in one of the principal cities 
of Australia | These were the down- 
trodden civil servants in the Queensland 
railways, drawing public money for. the 
time they were supposed to be at work. 
I goo my luggage from these’ gentleman, 
but only by being very courteous, and 
all the time three of them continued the 
pame. How can we run @ country on 
these lines? If that sort of thing is 
happening in the main city of Queens- 
land what is happening away back m the 
country? A thousand miles inland, I 
“presume, the bottle is on the table, and 
they are playing half the day. At 
Cairns - saw the wharf labourers, who 
locked at me as if they thought I never 
did an honest day’s work in my life, at- 
tempting to work. I remember on one 
occasion seeing men who were supposed 
to be working for the Federal Govern- 
ment at the Henderson Naval Base, and 
there I tock the first occasion to point 
them out to the engineer-in-charge. 1 
asked him if they were supposed to be 
working. When I was told that they 
were, I said I thought they were posing 
as statues, like those’in the Fitzroy Gar- 
dens, because they were so moticnless. 
The wharf labourers at Cairns were the 
last word in working. They had sweat 
rags on, to wipe the sweat that never 
came. Those rags were spotlessly clean 
—probably the cleanest things they had 
on. I will leave the description at that, 
only saying that if the wharf labourers 
or any other body of men think they are 
advancing their cause by giving that sort 
of service in return for a day’s pay, they 
should be told that they are not only 
injuring their own cause, but taking the 
first long stride towards bringing their 
country to ruin. 


Senator GarpinerR. — What would 
happen if a wharf labourer looked into 
this Senate occasionally ? 


Senator LYNCH.—I do not believe in 
fouling my own nest. Beyond Kuranda, 
on the line inland from Cairns, lie the 


A 
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_for it fer years, is able to give more | 


his own rubbish and milk his own cow 


Statement. 


Atherton tablelands, one of the most 
tile belts of country in Australia. — 
number of men are struggling there 
start the. dairy industry, but they can 
.not get labour. Several of them to 

me this was because the wages pai 
around the coast were so high that me 
would not go inland. I know the condi- 
tions of the industries around the coast. 
There are, for instance, the wharf 
labourers, with -their close preserve. 
‘They will not let a man in if they think 
he will be an extra competitor. There 
is also the sugar industry which, by yir- 
tue of what the Government have done 
hired labour than its sister industries 
Australia ¢an afford to offer. This me 
that the poor ‘‘ cockie”in the dairy 
industry In the interior has to break 
down the forest, fell his own trees, bu 


because the coddled industries of the Com 
monwealth will not allow him to obtain 
the necessary help. When we came back 
to Sydney, a place that wants sober: 
up pretty badly, my daughter and 
stayed at a friend’s place. 


thing we found was that we could get. ne 
butter. This was after we had learnt 


that the Atherton dairymen could not 
get help, and, I suppose, the same thin 
was happening in the magnificen’ 
Northern Rivers District of New ‘Sout 
Wales. When I found I could not get 
a pound of butter, I had to resort 


was a notice displayed there—* No butte 
for sale.” So. wa went down £04 
Rocks, which was my haunt many ye 
ago. J asked for butter in one of 
shops, and was told that I could buy only 
zlb., so I paid down 74d. for that quam 
tity. My daughter asked for a Hb. also 
but the shopkeeper said he could no 
serve her if she was my daughter. Sin 
had to go to another shop and purchase — 
another ¢1b. for 7$d. This is in a country — 
where no labour is available for the dairy 
ing industry. The secret of it all i 
this: We have ‘our big, overcrowded 
cities, and our policy is directed to keeping 
population there, while our country areas 
‘are neglected. The effect is to send up 
the cost of living; whereas, if the popt 
lation was distributed on something like 
an equitable basis between the cities and 


cy bulwark 


the Deenteys § we haut not hear so much 
of the cry about the high cost of living. 
Senator Gardiner interjected regard- 
ing the Senate. There was a time when 
the party of which he now claims to be 
the créme de la créme, recognised that 
the Senate was a legislative body which it 
ought to gain and hold at all costs. The 
years passed on, and it was found that 
Senator Gardiner’s party was very spar- 
ingly represented in this Chamber. Then 
_ the opinion of the Labour party changed, 
and instead of the Senate being almost 
a holy of holes in their estiination, it 


sank to such a level that they reg arded it 
' as a legislative incubus. 


that ae cried, ‘ Preserve the Senate as 
the custodian of our liberties and the 
of our freedom,” now SAYS, 
_ “ Away with the Senate; it is of no use.” 
I do not wonder at Senator Gardiner do- 
_ ing and saying what he is told. At one 
time, he was taught to think that the 
| Senate was a necessary part of our legis- 
lative system, and he said so. 
is taught to think and say that it is a 
: useless encumbrance. 
Senator Garpryer,—All I said 
that criticism of the workers for going 


slow comes very ill from this Senate: - 


Senator LYNCH.—The Senate is here 
for what it is worth. Let Senator Gar- 
diner clear the little patch in front of 
his own door before he starts to wipe 
up the front of anybody else’s door. I 


bay gon that having in mind his speech this 


“afternoon. 
I wish to address a few words to the 


Dips of this country, and particu- 


larly to one in this city. I have often 
read remarks in that paper that would 


dead me to think that I belonged to a 
of ~ Chamber to which no credit attached. 
_ That view has been put forward consis- 


tently by that paper for a number of 
years. All I can say is that, so far as 
I have been able to judge ne the very 
continental sentiments which it ought to 
_ breathe and express, it has never ex- 
pressed anything savouring of a broader 


nature than is confined by the boundaries 


BP _of Victoria. It claims to be Australian 
in sentiment, temperament, and sym- 
ose but it is nothing of the kind. Its 
; circulation is confined to Victoria, and 
it speaks and acts only in accordance 


It says that the Senate is a legislative - 


The same party. 


_sibly never been beyond the kerbstones of ie 


Now, he ° 


Was 
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oa Bion on Boa hige within Wiekontal hon 


nullity. The Senate is not brought to- 
gether by a haphazard. process. Its mem-— 
bers are chosen by the free and, I hope, 
intelligent, expression of opinion of the. 
electors scattered over the mighty area 
of the Commonwealth. When the people 
of the seventy-five constituencies in the 
six States come together at election time | 
and choose from amongst themselves the 
men of the best standing and the best 
equipment, mental and otherwise, to re 
present them in this National. Par-. 
lament, it ill-becomes any  provin- 
cial newspaper, whose articles are 
written in a dusty back room’ in 
Melbourne, and whose editor has, pos- 


Collins-street, to throw mud at a body 
of men constituted in that fashion. 
I say that with a due sense of my re- 
sponsibility as a . representative of — 
the. people and a man not above. 
criticism. Any cne who regards him: 
seli as above criticism is taking the 
first step in that. movement which 
resulted in the downfall of angels as well 

as of men. Let us be criticised, in the © 
name of Heaven, when we do wrong; but 
not subjected to this senseless and relent- 
less criticism of which 1 speak, more par- 
ticularly when those who are posing as 
our critics are so ill-equipped for the job. 


I come now to what I regard as the ~ 
most important item in my discourse this — 
afternoon, and that is the absence of any — 
indication in the policy of the Govern-. 
ment for the proper development of the 
northern part of this country. I feel 1 
ain speaking a platitude when I say that 
if we do not fill the north of Australia, . 4 
as it is our duty to do, we run the risk 
every moment of our national life, so long 
as it is empty, of some one else stepping | 
in to fill it for us. J must make it quite 
plain, before I deal further with this — 
matter, that I am not speaking in the in- 
terests of my own State. I cannot bei 
accused of that. I want honorable sena- 
tors particularly to note the report tabled 
by Mr. Hobler, one of our Commonwealth 
engineers, dealing with his extensive tour 
last year through the north-west of Aus- — 
tralia, and itis my intention to mention ~ 
just a few facts to bring home to honor- 
able senators an appreciation of the enor- 
mous area of country we have there, and 


_ the slight effort that 1 18 being made to turn — 


. ode : M inisterial 


, we he pace worn 
which was placed on the table of the 


' Senate last year, Mr. Hobler dwelt upon 


the vast stretch of country which he had 
_ passed through, SUP oars 230,000 
- square miles. Probably members of this 

Chamber know little about two important 
rivers in that part of the country, namely, 
the Fitzroy and the Ord Rivers, and for 
their information I wish to make a few 
comparisons. The Fitzroy River, 
is only part of the immense terra incognita 
of which I speak, drains an area of 50,000 
‘square miles, and the Ord River an area 
of 20,000 square miles, or a total for the 
two rivers of 70,000 square miles. Ih 
the whole of that vast country there are 
only 700 or 800 people, while within a few 
days’ sail lies Jaya, 7 less than 60,000 
square miles and population of 
83,000;000 cf people. “But in addition, 
there ‘are other big river systems in the 
north-west, such as the Gascoyne River, 
draining an area of 31,000 square miles; 
the Ashburton River, draining 24,750 
square miles; the Fortescue River, drain- 
ing 19,600 square miles; and the De Grey 
River, draining 25,750 square miles. 
These are all:on the north-west side, and 
do not include the true northern water- 
shed of Western Australia. 

Senator J. D. Minren.—But is the land 
as fertile as the land in Java? 


Senator LYNCH.—In reply to the hon- 
orable senator I will read a paragraph 
from Mr. Hobler’s report if, by so doing, 
T do not weary honorable senators or over- 
burden my own remarks. Mr. Hobler 
states— : > 

With proper systems of, water conservation 
‘on the Fitzroy and Ord Rivers, sufficient 
water could be made available to irrigate 
large areas of first-class agricultural land on 
beth rivers, and institute industries giving a 
yearly turnover of several millions of money, 
besides providing the means of closer. settle- 
ment, which, as also in regard to pastoral in- 
dustry, would mean the tremendous enhance- 
ment of the value of the country, and, con- 
sequently, its great utility in making Eo 
and other means of development ‘pay. 


al particularly emphasize the fact that 
these two river systems drain a darger 
- area than the whole of Java, which carries 
a population of 33,000,000 people, and 
that they are only part of Western Aus- 


tralia; and that there are other river 


systems combined or individually drain- 
ing a similar area of country. ‘Not 


Lie enough i is known of these immense fertile 


io areas, even by the citizens of Western Aus- 


In his! eee 


which > 


the result of a vigorous public 
policy, and has reached a stage ot . 
successful production. ‘The part o t- 
ern Australia I refer to is the war 5 80 te 
speak, of a small community of 350,00 , 
people, and to develop it properly 1 
tainly beyond their power. The first 
that ee be taken high the Comm 


‘ovid 


the country 1s as build a eae ‘a 


ty 


will connect its own system with - se 1m 


it 030 miles in length, and running 
cireular direction it could connee 
the transcontinental railway, whi 
hope soon to see constructed from 
Creek to Oodnadatta. It might be 
that this lne would mean a big 
the Commonwealth, but constructio 
be carried out for about £5,000 per 
and, after all, this is the. only wa 
which we may develop J phe area, 

pect to hold it. or 


tralia at. all. Raine pean: say, 
have your Western Australian ~ 
char y Of course we have, but I 


Weston Australia was a willing 
build our portion of the railway to 
the border, but South Australia did 
fall into line. I am simply proving 
bonu fides of my own State by showimg 
that out ie our Bide Fesources we were , 


we a. this vast area sp) a ie 
probably come up at a sitting of 
League of Nations or elsewhere, but p 
ticularly at the League of Nations, a 
we might have the. question put to 
“Show us your map. Draw a line ; 
it at a certain latitude. How many 
have you got there?” ‘We want our 
to be that we have so many people 
settled there, and that we are > spend n 


southern areas and the land adjacent to 

- the eastern coast-line. We want to be in 
a position to say that we intend to hold 
the north, and that we are doing some- 
oe for it. It is up to this Government 
to get a move on, and, by negotiation 


wtih, the Western Australian Govern- 
' ment, ascertain if, im the terms of 
heey ene |: ‘Constitution, they are prepared 


do build the line to: develop that coun- 
try. In the interests not of Western 
Australia alone, but of this vast Conti- 


ean do something to people and develop 
our north-western areas. 


Senator PEARCE (Western Wluata! 
 Mtaristen for Defence)  ['5.0|.—After 
_ the breezy and common-sense remarks to 
- which we have just been listening, I feel 
inclined to apologize to the Senate for 
_ eoming back to a matter of administrative 

detail ; but Senator Earle, when speak- 
ang this afternoon, made. statements to 
Penis it is just as well I should reply. 
I understood him to urge that in the 
_ arrangements for Citizen Force training, 
ne ‘provision should be made to prevent 
might parades clashing with instruction 
given to night students of technical 
schools. I may tell the honorable sena- 
tor that instructions have been issued to 
every area officer that, in making up a 
syllabus of parades, this fact should, be 
: ein mind. But as Senator Earle 
he continued his remarks | realized that he 
‘gc was. dealing with a particular case in 
Hobart, a case which does not fall within 
this category. He was referring to a lad, 
Le member of an engineering unit, and 
who is studying at a technical school with 
a view to becoming an engineer. Natur- 
all ly he would like to be associated with 
an engineering unit, but, unfortunately, 
the nights fixed ‘for the parade 
he unit clashed with the nights fixed 
for his technical education, although the 
parade night is suitable for all the other 
members of the unit. A suggestion was 
therefore made by the military authori- 
ties to the father that the lad should 
it transfer to another unit, still a technical 
Wg ‘unit, though not an engineering unit, but 

hey to. this the father strongly objects, so ‘that 
he after all it appears to be a case of the 

- private declaring the rest of the company 
Gy lan ere Hii father demands “dane 


of. 


) ‘pre Ge boy. Rouid iw PTT i in es nity: 
‘ment, ee of ane our piention to 


- 


nent, which we feel is good to live in, we’ 


technical schools? 


eering unit, and that the night fixed for 
the parade, although suitable for all the 
other trainees, should be changed to meet 
his particular “wishes. | Rea f 


Senator Earie.—In such a case, why 
not exempt the boy? o 


Senator PEARCE.—Because there : 
no necessity to do that. The father ad- 
mits that the parade nights fixed for the 
other technical units are suitable, and 
do not clash with the boy’s technical edu- 
cation, and it seems to me that he should 
accept the suggestion made by the mili- 
tarv authorities, for while it is the duty e 
of the anthorties to do everything to) ; 
meet the wishes of the individual, there 


is a duty laid also upon the individual to” 


do something himself to meet the re-— 
quirements of the law of his country. In_ 
this case, the lad could comply with the } 
law without inconvenience. There is no 
particular hardship*in night parades for 
the Citizen Forces, and for. the Benign 
Cadets Inight parades have been done 
away with. Parades are held in the day- _ 
time, and they are largely of a Tecrea- 
tional character. I can assure Senator — 
Earle that what he asks for is already — 
being done. Definite instructions have 
been sent out that every military officer — 
shall, so far as he can, arrange the ae 
bus of training so as to interfere as little | 
as possible with the educational work car- _ 
ried on at night in the technical schools. _ 
Every effort is made to convenience the 
boys. , 
Senator Earte.—Where that cannot be- 
done could not the policy be adopted Of 
exempting from training boys ce 


Senator PEARCE.—I do not see pee 
because a boy attends a technical school, 
he should be exempted from military 
training. As a matter of fact, in the half- 
year there are only eight home training 
parades for the Cimon: Forces. Can day 
one say that that represents a real inter- 
ference with the career of boys attending 
technical schools? te 

Senator J. D. Mizen. aaa on. . 
only eight nights during the whole ake 
year ? re 
- Senator PEARCE. ie ge we are Me 
in an eight days’ camp, ‘and eight home — 
training parades are arranged for, during — 
the half-year. These parades are not all 
ten at We Dae . them are eld on 
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the Saturday afternoon. The difficulty is 
that the boy referred to by Senator Earle 
desires to continue a member of a parti- 
cular unit, and wishes that the whole. of 
the other members of that unit may be 
inconvenenced to suit him. That is not 
reasonable. I suggest to Senator Earle 
that he might advise the father of the 
boy that whilst the Government has some 
obligation to him, he has also a little obli- 
gation to the Government, and he might 
meet his obligation by agreeing to the 
suggestion that the boy might be trained 
with another unit, which would enable 
him at the same time to continue his tech- 
nical training. 


Senator BAKHAP a. [5.7 ].— 
I wish to refer to the time-honoured prac- 
tice of a senator who has been honoured by 
the Senate by being placed in the position 
of its Chairman of Committees not tak- 
ing part in any very controversial debate. 
But the Ministerial statement contains 
certain matters of a “nature which lifts 
them high above party considerations, and 
I feel sure, therefore, that my fellow sena- 
tors will not regard it as a transgression 
on my part if I have a few words to say 
on the motion now before the Senate. 


J have a full appreciation of the very 
great work performed in the interests of 
the Commonwealth by Senator E.. D, 
Millen at the Geneva Conference and at 
various other Conferences which need not 
be particularized, but attendance at which 
was incidental to his duties as our repre- 
sentative in Europe. He had, so to speak, 
to pick up the threads of a spool, which, 
if not exactly thrown down, had at least 
been laid aside, and he did his work very 
well. How onerous it was probably no 
one but himself knows, but we at least can 
have some appreciation of it, although 
we had not the closest possible knowledge 
of it, and do not possess that knowledge 
even at the present time. We know, with- 
out bemg told, that he had to pit himself 
against some of the keenest intellects of 
the world and of the Empire at the 
Geneva Conference, and, despite anything 
that might be said to the contrary, I have 
Tp hesitation whatever in asserting that 
senator Millen has done Australia a most 
notable service by the work he has per- 
formed. 


~The Ministerial statement says that this 
is to be a Tariff session. The nature of 
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the Tae is of very great (nponiniall to. 
the domestic economy of Australia. Iam — 
not going to say very much about it, ex- 
cept that the professed fiscal policy of 
this country is a Protectionist one, and — 
any assistance I may give in regard tothe | 
deliberations on the Tariff in this Chamber — 
will be on Prctectionist lines. I am nee 
a fanatical Protectionist. If I were sure — 
that we were going to have a couple of © 
hundred years of peace, I should in all — 
probability be a Free Trader; but the sie 3 o 
lennium is not = hand, and we have to eae 
consider, in regard to the domeatieny : 
economy of See that because of — 
possible contingencies in regard to our na~_ ae 
tional life many things must be see 
in this country which 1 may have to be pro- ¥ 
duced at a greater cost than attends their — 
production in other countries. A very 
simple illustration may be given ‘to. in- 
dicate our position in the economic field. — 
We might have rifles, munitions of war, — 
and many other things, produced in other. 
countries and imported to our shores at ~ 
a less cost than we could produce them for 
on Australian territory; but 1t would be — 
the very counsel of foolishness in an pan é 
treme degree to say that we must always _ 
be dependent on oversea sources for the ~ 
guns and munitions with which to protect — 
our shores should fateful times come upon 
us. If we could get cartridges, guns, and 
other things necessary for our defence 
from abroad at 95 per cent. less cost than 
that at which they could be. produced 
here, nevertheless we must produce them 
here. Just as man does not ‘live by bread 
alone, so we do not live by cartridges and — 
euns ‘alone, and there are thousands of - 
things aaah as galvanized iron, wire, and * 
almost every article enumerated in a 
Tariff that are necessary to our civilized oe 
existence. Because of the fact that 
the world has not yet reached — 
the millennium it is necessary that” 
a community like ours | inhabit-+ 
ing a continent down o these 
southern seas, should have at its hand, 
and in its own markets and industries, Wo 
the ‘capacity to produce all that is neces- 
sary for our national needs. Conse- 
quently, I am a Protectionist. I am 
aware of the beauties of Free Trade asa 
theory. I am aware of the fact that Free = 
Trade may be an excellent thing in cer- 
tain circumstances, for a country, for in= ae 
stance, like the United Kingdom; but the — 
fact remains that, in our present circum- 
stances, and with the contingency — of i 


7 | Perhd- oie Atari ean ane ever He ecat it is 
me necessary that the Commonwealth of Aus-— 
tralia, claiming as it does one of the 


should have a Protec- 
Therefore, in no fanatical 


world’ s continents, 
tionist policy. 


spirit I declare myself a Protectionist for 


the purpose of establishing in this Com- 


monwealth all that: may be necessary to 


make it as self-contained as possible, be- 


cause of the troublous times that, in my 
view, may still be ahead of us. 


ters of domestic policy, fot 
what does the size of a man’s loverdratt in 


I do not propose to-discuss many mat- 
for, after all, 


the bank matter to him if he is going to 


be executed to-morrow ? 


Imperial ques- 
tions of very great import are men- 


- tioned in the Ministerial statement, and, 


dealt with by Senator Lynch, viz., 


when we consider another phase of the, 


subject, which has been so interestingly 
that 
probably not more than 5,500,000 people 


claim exclusive possession of this conti- 


eee af 


nent, at least in some degree, and in re- 
lation to certain races of the world, we 


_have to address ourselves to the important 


points of how we are likely to maintain 


- our position, how long we are likely to 


~MImaintain it, and what means we must em- 


ploy to secure to ourselves that exclusive 


possession cf the territories 


of this Com- 


- monwealth which practically every Aus- 
: tralian demands. 


a= 


— tinent, 
-sponsibilities in regard to what might be 
ealled the opinions of outside mankind, 
and they must justify themselves. 
Very same argument, as Senator Lynch 
_ very properly indicated, will be applied 
_ to us as we in our daily economic life 
apply to the. squatter. 
‘squatter, 
vou have large areas of land which were 
' acquired in the early history of the con- 
 tinent. ‘Those areas are now fit for closer 
settlement. 

and in consequence of its modern develop- 
ment, asks you to consider the n 
of 
 terests of the nation for subdivision and 
settlement by returned soldiers, 
_ please, or by other persons who may care 


It may be laid down as a self-evident 


proposition that if 5,500,000 people at 


any time claim possession of a whole con- 
they shoulder tremendous. re- 


The 


We say to the 
“You are a land monopolist. 


The nation, in its exigency 


necessity 
your land being acquired in the in- 


if you 


to go on the land.’’ That is the prin- 


ciple we observe in regard to men who 
a Matta held large areas of land in this 
\ mecone ty» it may be for decades only, but 


<1} 
Mas te ‘ 
we 


Re is the principle which will be ap- 


tr Avis, 3 1921, fae 


i - Statement, un ; oi ‘ 


plied to fhe 5 ,500, 000 Sapeial OL ‘ca 
tralia when they claim practically exclu- 
sive possession of one of the world’s con~ ee 
tinents. ( is 

Senator E. D. Minten.—The principle. 
of effective occupation. ys 

Senator BAKHAP.—Yes, “ the reba 
ciple of effective occupation,”’ as ‘ 
Minister very cogently interjects. It may 
be that, taken as a whole, our country is 


not as productive or fertile as some be- 
lieve, but in view of its vast extent and 


the fact that it is so thinly populated 
the question of our external relations — 


and our Imperial relation, the question of _ 
in OUR. 


how -we can buttress | ourselves a 
position in the British Society of Nations, 


becomes one of paramount importance to 


us. Therefore, without any very ee 2 


discussion of what may be called our im- 


mediate domestic affairs, I wish to say 


few words on that, part of the Ministerial 


statement in which it is explained that 

honorable senators are possibly aware that 
a Conference has been called at which im-_ 

portant matters will be discussed by Im- | 
perial Ministers and the Prime Ministers — 
of the various self- -governing Dominions — 
in June next, and that it is the intention — 


of the Prine Minister of the Common- © 


wealth to make a full statement on the — 
subject in another place, 
Senate will be afforded an opportunity to ue 
discuss. | 


No doubt that course will be adopted, | 
and I have no wish to anticipate what — 
may be said by the 
(Mr. Hughes), but rather than in the 
spirit of the plagiarist follow what may be 
said by others, I wish, of my own volition 
and independent judgement, to make afew _ 
remarks on this cverwhelmingly important _ 
matter. Senator Harle and 
orable senators have necessitated some — 
remarks in reply from the Minister for 
Defence (Senator Pearce) in regard to 
some small incidences of’ our defence 
policy. We have been told of seventy | : 
days’ camps, and that they are going to _ 
corrupt the virile youth of Australia. hy ‘ 
have no hesitation in saying, whether it. 
loses me votes or gains votes for me, that 
I regard the whole business as so much. | 
humbug. We must defend this continent. — 
It is not a question of a seventy days’ | 
camp, but whether this continent is ab — 
any time to be occupied by an enemy — 
camp. That is the real question. 
To. those good-natured and probably ex- — 
cellent eae ty who believe an one 


the — 


which the — 


Prime Minister. ¢ 


other hon- 


ee 


Ministerial 
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millenium is at hand, and that, because 
of the projection of the League of 
Nations, we are going to secure a pro- 
longed period of peace, I say that we 
must take into consideration what human 
nature is. It is, perhaps, almost a. plati- 
tude tosay that human nature changes or 
improves with almost inconceivable slow- 
ness. This is the Senate of Australia, 
and I.am not going, as Senator Lynch 
very properly says we should not do, to 
depreciate the abilities of honorable sena- 
tors collectively or individually. I believe 
that, with all the defects which may be 
attributed to men who represent rough 
and ready pioneer communities, the mem- 
bers of this Parliament, and of this 
Chamber in particular, will compare 
favorably with any similar number ot 
men, elected by a similar selective process, 
in any other nation of the world. 

Senator J. D. Mitizn.—In spite of 
Viscount Bryce? 

Senator BAKHAP.—Yes, in spite of 
Viscount Bryce. Honorable senators will 
remember that in the discussions which 
took place during the war period, when 


I was advocating certain efforts on the 


part of our people and. the people of the 
Empire generally as necessary to pre- 
serve our Imperial existence and bring 
about that victory which was essential to 


its preservation, the name of Mr. Asquith: 


and other names which do not loom 
so large to-day, were continually dangled 
before me, as the names of gentle- 
men, eminent in Imperial circles, who 
did not hold the same views as I did. 
Their names were quoted to ‘‘ squash ”’ 
me, and relegate me to outer darkness in 
connexion with the discussion of Im- 
perial questions. I said 1 never feared 
the dangling before me of the great 
names of other men who had been hon- 
oured by the electors of a Democracy, 
and who had been placed in such a 
Chamber as this. They were entitled to 
the full land free expression of individual 
opinion for what it was worth. I have 
lived to see my. views adopted by the 
supreme Council of the Empire, rather 
late in the day, but, nevertheless, adop- 
ted, God be thanked! at a. time to imsure 
their triumph by a narrow margin, and 
to achieve a victory which prevented us 
from experiencing that defeat which 
would have been fatal to our national 
and Imperial existence. Viscount Bryce 
is a very great man, and he, of course, 
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would lament, and does lament, the ab- 
sence from our councils of men with Uni 
versity training—men who have some 
knowledge of the lore possessed by the 
Latin and the Greek—but that is not all. 
Many of us possess something which’ Vis- 
count Bryce may not like; I think we do. 
Viscount Bryce, eminent man as he is; 
and prominent writer as he may be, 18 
not, I think, sufficiently broad a philo- 
sopher to understand the problem which 
we as Australian senators have to face. 


Senator E: D. Mirien.—Viscount © 
Bryce saw our defects, but he did not see 
the defects in his own class in his own 
country. © ' le 

Senator BAKHAP.—Exactly. And 
he does not see.those virtues which we 
possess. Human nature changes very 
slowly, and, in fact, it changes with in- 
conceivable slowness. I have spoken of 
the ability which I feel sure some hon-— 
orable senators possess in no small degree; — 
but, at the same time, to illustrate my 
point, and to indicate to those people — 
that the millennium is not on the 
point of arriving, and that no such 
thing is’ likely to happen, I will 
show that the members of that august 
body, the Roman Senate, differed 
very little from ours. At any rate, our 
Senate does not differ greatly as regards 
individual passions and ambitions. It 
differs, if anything, to the advantage on 
this point of the members who compose — 
this Chamber. In regard to mere literary 
culture, probably Cicero. was more than 
the equal of any man that the whole of 
the Australian Parliaments can produce. 
Lepidus, Cesar, Crassus, Cato and Bru- 
tus were men of ability and power. Per-— 
haps all these men were. in many respects 
of higher intellectual status and capacity 
than any of our own. I say perhaps, 
because they have come down to us 
through the shadows of that antiquity 
which forms a background, and their — 
abilities, through mere perspective, loom 
somewhat larger than the capacity of our ~ 
contemporary men. Nevertheless, they — 
were great men, and I wourtd not, allow- 
ing for modern conditions, care to say 
that members of the Australian Senate ~ 
are the superiors of an equal number of © 
men in the ancient Roman Senate. I 
make this point to illustrate the fact that - 
human nature does not change, or if it — 
does, it is, as I have said, with incon- 
ceivable slowness. That being so, man is 


1s are going to find expression, 
ly in the language of the. us | 

“mats ut. im, action), 50% : 
os because of | ae “fact that 
many national and racial  aspira-. 


ions are going to. find expression in 
every, soon—honorable senators 
know I have always held this opinion 
het tliat: the discussion of the question 
‘of defence is fraught with great ‘issues 
and almost beyond the imagination of the 
‘statesmen of this Empire. It is one of 
the principal factors for immediate con- 
sideration, as it involves the whole 


of our national interests. Ours 
‘is the most singular Empire of 
ito history has. any record. Ali 


shad one or more of three characteristics. 
_ There is the Empire wholly founded on 
force, the Empire of. culture, and the Em- 
Pains of colonization. Ours is an Empire 
having all these three characteristics. As 
it is one of force—although. perhaps, to 
a small degree, at least in intenticn—it is 
also one of culture and one of coloniza- 
tion. We here in Australia are evidence 
beyond all doubt that it is an Empire of 
colonization. We have evidence that 
at is an Empire of culture. It is also a 

tutelary Empire, as it attempts to do what 
it considers neecssary for inferior races. 


force, but Imperial existence has reached 
the ‘stage that it claims to dispense as far 
as possible with the exercise of force. In 
that ‘respect it is unique. This Empire is 
very young when we take into considera- 
ion the period over which the Roman 
Empire extended, or when we consider the 
periods ‘over which the Chinese, the 
Japanese, the Assyrian, or the Persian 
Empires have extended. Our Empire in 
ecard to life is merely a child. There 
were certain colonies which came to Eng- 
a and as the dowry of foreign princesses. 


Githink, until the Cromwellian period, when 


5 Our see 


believe 1 we eaeherea amaica.. 


Ata the ib. ‘has EE a oo eae as 
: its Dominions overseas have been largely 
- eolonized by people of its own race. It is 
“tre tat it is. sh an “Asiatic oe. 


| pres in “connexion. with ‘the lives o of t 


governing powers, so complete that there 
are Now serious discussions proceeding i 


Empires which: we know of have or 


‘Peace Treaty is now an eit sie | 


It is. an Empire, it is true, founded on . 


Imperial family. 


We did not possess a single colony, I~ 


action, 


within the Empire, and’ we are, I think, 


Commonwealth with be “outizens ¢ 


Indian people. — 
Empire have. to an upton as en and’ ‘ode 
60,000,000 or 70,000,000 are availab 
In this jealous, ambitious world men 
still inclined to reconstitute a kind of 
abattoir. We possess an Empire. that is 
upheld only by the force of 60,000,000 or 
70,000.000 white people, all of whom are 
hot fighting units. We have reached the 
point where we deprecate the use of force. — 
We profess to be an educated Empire. We 
give our own people almost complete self- 


the public press concerning our enterin 
into Imperial relations on the basis. of at 
acknowledged international status, 
university professor has said that th 


Commonwealth being a signatory to the 


power. Ancther gentleman, the Chief 

Justice of Victoria, who was long asso- | 

ciated with the political life of Australia, 

has said that our status has not altered in _ 
the eyes cf the other nations of the world, — 
and that as an Empire we are still a. a 
lomatic entity with one diplomatic voice, 
He has said that if we attempted diver- 
sion we would be bailed up by the limita 
tions of nations. |The true position is 
really to be found between these two - 
statements, and an accurate diagnosis of 

the case would show that our relationship 
within the Empire carries an unexpressed 
but real power to exercise some form 6: 
exterior representation while willingly re 
taining our grouping as a member of th 
The whole position 
in a state of flux, and of army 
It would: be uuforbanate,> indeed, if. 
Commonwealth thought fit to ne 
diplomatic representative in, the kindred 
Anglo-Saxon country, the United Stat 
of America, and the Imperial authoriti ; 
satus <* You must not do that”? [ do not 
think they would. They would give pe 
mission to exercise that. measure of in 
pendence in at least semi- diplomatic 
and allow us to have our OM 


representative in Washington. ZT have 
‘always held — as honorable  sena- 
tors are aware—that. such an ape ‘ 


pointment. would be beneficial » tor the 
Empire, because Australia is a nation — 


on excellent terms as a people ‘and. as. a 


i Cae ate satel 


ee im elaiees existing eeween: a ; 
and Great 


ed States of America . 
n, in connexion with matters which 


and | 
ip e e always sdvoeated the representation 


wd 


which is > 


ths Empire, has a diplomatic re- 


sentative at Washington, Australia 


Ww ald be allowed similar representation. 


ator E. D, Mrrrun.—Representa-. 


ion has been granted, but no appoint 
nent has been made, 
‘Senator BAKHAP.—Quite so. So deli- 
ate is the whole situation, and so caretul 
mist we be concerning our relationships 
vithin the Empire, and our status outside, 
hat we must select the best means, in all 
circumstances, and at all times, for Ans- 
tralia to be represented in the coupes of 
the Empire. It may be that our present 
and particular system of Hmpire may run 
ts course more rapidly than  circum- 
stances would for the moment indicate, 
and that the bond which holds us, or 
rather the link which binds us, to the 
- people of the Old Country may be a 
‘comparatively slender one. It is true 
that the Imperial | Parliament 
authority over us legislatively, which I 


- feel sure it would mot: exercise except 


with the greatest discretion and after 
consultation. with our responsible Minis- 
ters. But it still has that power. The 
hs whole ‘situation is most delicate, and we 
must address ourselves to as complete an 
adjustment. as is possible in the circum- 
stances. 


I desire ee Liles that I do not think 


5,500,000 Australians will be permitted to 
hold this continent and be protected unless 
We remain a unit within the British Em- 


‘ on a Doalen square. It is only 
Cat he Bap LAs of se ag 


has: 


linquished, but are, 


a 


fake it for granted th at 3 


Aah ee 1s very. 
so aeet We, who are wit! 


eee ‘extent. if isan dague Empire 

The Aviation tn the British Empire ov yer 

whelmingly outnumber the other pop 

lations. If we are just to the oth 

peoples of this Empire, that fac 

colour all our relationships with 

It must determine to a certain exter 

policy and our attitude within t 

pire, and towards the other whit 

of that Empire. A very grave \ 

is hastening to its : climax. 

likely to take place in the nea: \f 

the consummation of a situation which 
is of momentous importance. I ¢ 

be more particular in dealing 7] 
matter, but honorable  s 

unders tand what I mean: 

them upon it a year or. two a 

La no reason whatever to 


fae anything eich it ‘eu gai 


modify the aoa which I hold, € 


anda neath events pe not a 
rather, bein 
with even greater force. 
Minister (Mr. 

gomg Home. Let every ralia 
forget, for the moment, all asp ritie 
all little petty political feelings, + 
think of -the ‘responsibilities A 
way of Aosta which the 
Minister n 
Council. ale. TI was ey a 
ferent political school from. the 
Minister. In regard to many matter 


domestic policy, I freely admit that ] 
prone to examine - any propo 


iy emanate ara fie very 


i le soes Home ie Git ated (on 
i ference, I have unreserved confidence in 
him as a man who is a true Imperialist, 


and who will do everything in his power 


Ho: buttress to the utmost extent, every- 
ao thing within the Imperial circle, and 
7 particularly those ideals which the Aus- 

tralian people hold dear to them. Whilst 

listening to me, honorable senators may 

_ perhaps think that I am a dreamer and 
an idealist; but I would like them to 
Be ember that in the course of the past 
few years not many of my predictions 
have lacked verification: There are men 
‘who have a singular capacity, so to 
‘speak, for examining national events, 
and clearly discerning national issues. 
_ The other day I read, for the second or 
third time, a book by. Professor Crambe 
on the relations between Germany and 
England. The Professor died the year 
_ before the outbreak of war, yet we have 
in his book’a clear exposition by a pro- 
_ fessorial and brilliant intellect of what 
ie we saw would come to pass. 

Senator J. D. Mirren.—His forecast 
- was wonderfully correct. , 
Senator BAKHAP.—It was correct to 
ie ah. extent of 95 per cent. He said what 
has been said by Napoleon and other pos- 
- sessors of great intellects in a hundred 
different ways, but what is always true, 
namely, that in the course of human 
affairs there are certain events which 
_ happen in spite of the factors that would 
fain check the influences which bring 
them about. He said that there were 
plenty of men in Germany, in England, 
_and in different countries of Europe—men 
of intellect, ability, and of good meaning, 
who hated ‘the idea of a European war, 
of this tremendous crash, this Armaged- 
dona But he said that it would take place 
all the same. We know that it did take 
place. So, too, events which will deter- 
- mine for good or for ill the history of 
 Anstralia, and of the kind of people who 
will inhabit this country 300 or 400 years 
hence, will happen in spite of all our 
desires for peace, in spite of our abhor- 
rence of seventy-day camps, and in spite 


iM ie. 
of our dislike of the cost of armaments. 


This trial of strength, either by moral or 
actual | physical combat, between certain 


“fear that it will take place very soon. Tf 


Vid 


| that be So, abe ug one and etal fae 
legislators and Australian citizens—give 


last, in which he complained that certain. 


cur hearty support and our best wishes to 
the Prime Minister, irrespective of 
whether we like him personally or nots 
let us give him every chance to go Home, 
and by the full exhibition of his powers, 
which I am sure are not decadent, do the 
best he can in the Imperial. Council circle 


to. bring about decisions which may 
favorably ‘affect our children and 
children’s children to the very latest, 
generation, * 


Senator DRAKE BROCKMAN ate | 
Australia) [5.44]._I desire to add my 
compliments to those which have already 
been extended by other honorable senators 
to Senator E. D. Millen for the very fine | 
work which he did recently whilst repress nis 4 
senting Australia at Geneva, and in Lon- 
don. I do hope that we are going to — 
hear from him as full an account as he 
is able to give—having regard to all the - 
facts—of the work which he aceomplished 2, 
and attempted. The matter to which I - 
particularly desire to refer is very closely — 
associated with the speech which has ee 
been delivered by Senator Bakhap. che 
I entered public life, I have made 1 many 
endeavours to fully inform myself on in- be 
ternational affairs. But every step I take — 


in that direction is hampered in a most . 


extraordinary way by secrecy. Honan 

able senators may have noticed a letter 
by Professor Harrison Moore, which was 
published 1 in the Argus of the 30th April 


dottiments which were available in 
Canada and South Africa, and which had 
been fully published, were not yet avai 
able in Australia. TI hold his letter in my 
hand, and I intend to read out the docu 
ments to which he referred. They are 
the documents which I have endeavoured 
to secure from time to time since I became 
a member of ‘this Senate. It is strange 
that they are not yet available, although — 
we are expected to take an intelligent: j Ta a 
terest in international affairs. We have 
been told that, by virtue of the Treaty of — 
Versailles, and of the Covenant of the 
League of Nations, which was drawn up 
during the labours of our representatives — 

in Paris, thé status of the Dominions of — 
the Bean Empire has been entirely os 
changed. That is a vague statement, 
which nay mean a lot, or which may 
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mean very little. At all events, we have — 
not had an opportunity of examining the 
documents which are said to so vitally 
affect the status of Australia, with a view 
to enabling us to decide what is the exact 
pesition. Nor, indeed, have we ever had 


anything from the Government except 


very géneral statements in regard to this 


matter. Jt is peculiar that both Muinis- 


-ters and Departments should be so ob- 


sessed with this extraordinary desire for 


secrecy. A very good illustration of what 


I mean in this regard may be found in 
the action of certain permanent -officers 
of the Defence Department. The gallant 
and distinguished members. of the Senate 
who were with me upon active service will 
remember that, from time to time, docu- 
ments were issued to-ofticers in the field 
marked “Secret.” They were generally 
in the nature of comments upon military 
operations, and stressed the lessons to be 
learned from various phases of the war. 
‘They were issued to all officers down to 
platoon commanders, and copies of them 
were forwarded to Australia and the other 
Dominions in order that those Dominions 
might profit from the lessons which had 
been learned, and that those lessons might 
be passed on to the recruits who were be- 


‘ing trained in Australia, with a view to 


subsequently joining the Forces already 
in the field. I am, however, credibly in- 
formed that these documents are still in 
safe custody under lock and’ key, and 
that they have never seen the light of 
day. Yet they were distributed to all 


officers in the field in France. down to 


platoon commanders. The same extra- 
ordinary secrecy which has been observed 
in regard to these documents is also in- 
dulged in by Ministers and Departments 
upon matters which are of great interest 
to the members of this Senate. I propose 


-to read a list of the documents which 


we ought to have in order that we 


may gain an intelligent view of what 


happened at the Peace Conference, 
and form intelligent conclusions as to 
whether there has been any alteration in 


the status of the Commonwealth of Aus-. 


tralia, and, if so, what it is. According 


to Professor Harrison Moore, these docu- 


ments are— 


(1) The cable messages and despatches be- 


‘tween the Commonwealth Government and the 
_ Australian delegation concerning the repre- 


sentation of the. Commonwealth at ie Peace 
Senator Drake- Uipcey ee, a 


jc ceeuuontialvetons on this gh ee, a 
Australian delegation and the British 
ment. 

(2) The memorandum dated | 12th | ly 
1919, and circulated by Sir Robert Bord 
on behalf of the Dominion Prime Ministers. — 

(3) The Order in Council or other imst 
ment (if any) executed in Australia mov 
the King to issue full power to the Aust 
lian delegates to conclude with the rep: 
tatives of other States treaties in connexi 
with the Peace Conference, and 0 ‘sign, 
name of the King, in respect of the Common- 
wealth of Australia. hon 

(4) Any document showing how and che. 
whom (i.e., whereby through the medium <« 
‘a responsible British Minister or by direc 
communication from the Australian Govern: 
‘ment or their representatives in Great Br 
tain) the instrument in question reached ~ 
hands of the King. 

(5) The letters patent under the Great 
ef England, or other instrument, issued 
His Majesty, appointing plenipotentiaries 
respect of the Commonwealth of Australi 

(6) Any correspondence between the Bri 
vbr Australian Governments concernin 

atification of the Peace Treaty. _ 

(7) Any Order in Couneil or other 
ment executed in Australia moving | 
jesty to ratify the Treaty of Peace awit 
many for and in respect of the Common 
of Australia. 

(8) Any communication showing ‘how 
through whom His Majesty did “ratif 
Treaty on iaiaai of hs ae 


ay ‘the Tee of Gules with prea 
been observed in the case of subsequent rey 
ferences and Treaties. oy 
(10) Rules of the. Peace Conference ¢ 
tained in Annex No. II. to Protocol 1) of * 
Conference, defining the position and repres 
tation of ‘the several Powers, including — 
Dominions’ (dated 18th January, 1919) 2 \ 
(11) The memorandum, signed by MM. 
menceau, President Wilson, and Mr. 
George, as to the meaning of Article Iv 
the League of Nations Covenant, and. affirr 
the eligibility of representatives of the 
minions for membership of. the Council of 
League. ; 
I am informed that they have been 
lished in Canada and South Africa ub 
they have not been published in Au 
tralia, and they have not even been made 
available to members of this Chamber. 
Senator Brenny.—They are in Duncan 
Hall’s British Commonwealth of Nations. 
Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN.—It is 
true that one can get them if he goes o 
the necessary expense and trouble, an 
happens to know that they have been pr 
lished, and where. Unless one happens 
to. Low these things, he has no possible ah 
opportunity of re ees himself on 4 he. 


Affairs. 


Te hous ee access” ny ever 


ctl or at wo, mae in the pis of | 

a Australia who have a full knowledge of 
_ international affairs, and who could give, 
on behalf of Australia, a well-informed 
and intelligent decision. One is the 
‘Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes), and, 

_ possibly, the other is the Leader of the 
Senate (Senator Millen). Is that-a 
proper state of affairs? Is ‘it right that 


‘there should be only two men in the whole. 


of Australia sufficiently informed on in- 
ec affairs? Should there not be 
_ More men capable of giving a decision 
he an intelligent opinion on those sub- 
| "Senator J. D. Minuen.—Or Ppabls, at 
a any vate, of forming an cate ta judg- 
ny ment. 
Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN. —And, 
of course, forming an intelligent judg- 
- ment, as the honorable senator suggests. 
oi When the Constitution of Australia 
was originally drafted, it was not contem- 
Slee by the gentlemen engaged in that 
_ work that Australia would for many years 


4 


' national contracts or treaties with other 
ae - nations without the consent and concur- 
renee of Great Britain. It was deemed 
then that all those matters would be en- 
tirely controlled the Government of 
_ Great Britain, and although our Consti- 
tution was in ‘great measure moulded on 
the Constitution of the United States of 
_ America, provision in that regard was 
nob incorporated in it, as it had been in 
the American Constitution. In the 
United States of America the President 
has power to make treaties with the advice 
and consent of the Senate. The Senate 
| there, as <here, represents the various 
States, which were, and are, sovereign 
States, just as the Australian States are 
It is clearly set out in The 


sovereign. 
Federalist, written by Alexander Hamil- 
ton, that it was deemed necessary that 
@ sovereign powers of the sovereign 
ES. States of America should be aistasned 
_ in the House which represented them. I 
- Sabie, therefore, that as this Senate 
‘represents the sovereign States of Aus- 
tralia, it is the proper House: to have con- 


7 £ tralia. ‘fa order that. there may be in it 


affairs, there should be in this Chamber, 


i 
fa Li 


ieee as cere is in the (One States: Senate, 


is mostly drawn from another 


be in a position to enter into inter-. 


men sufficiently informed. on international 


document that comes to Australia—under 
the seal of secrecy, if honorable senators 


like. Every communication. between the 
Government of Australia and the Im- 
perial Government, and every communi- 
cation on international affairs that comes 
to the Governor-General for the informa 
tion and guidance of the Government, 
should be placed before that:Select Com- * 
mittee, so that we may have not merely 
one or two men in the public life of 
Australia with a proper seals ee of 
international affairs. 

Senator Wiison.—Do not the Ce bines 
as a whole see the whole of those docu- 
ments ? ne 


Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN. — [I 
think not. Even if they do, the Cabinet 
House, 04 
which is elected for three years. Ifthere 
is a change of opinion in the country, _ 
every one “of those men, with the infor- ~ 
mation that is so essential to Australia, 
goes out of public life, whereas if the 
‘then intrusted with that knowledge, and 
acquainted with the action that should 
follow on that knowledge, were in the 
Senate, they would at all events be here 
for six years, and much less likely to be 
wiped out of political existence by a 
change of public opinion. If we had a 
Committee of six senators, three Bee 
whom held their seats for three years and 
the other three for six years, even 1f at 
the next election the first three went 
out, we should still have three who had 
made it their duty to keep themselves 
fully informed on international affairs, 
and who had studied international and 
constitutional law. Three more out of the — 
newly-elected senators could then be! 
chosen to co-operate with them. In that 
way we should secure continuity of know- 
ledge and continuity of policy. This is 
a matter which the Government ought to 
consider earnestly at an early date. 


The documents to which I have referred - : 
should be placed on the table of the 
Senate, and printed and distributed 
amongst members at once. The absurd — 
secrecy in which the Government have in- — 
dulged on these questions should come. 
to an end, and we should have, at all 
events, sufficient information made: ee : 
able to us to enable us to form an intelli- 
gent opinion upon international affairs. — 
At present we do not get that informa-— 
tion from ise Government or eee rho 


yz 
io 


The press of Australia, unfortu- 
1 ‘ab. the Poa time, particularly — 
he press of this State, pays. much more ~ 
attention to “ tiddly-winking ”? affairs 
i than to. international affairs. Every 
morning we see great headlines about 
polit ical situations that exist only in the 
maginations of the men who write the 
articles. If the press devoted that space — 
o educating Australian opinion on inter- 


good than by ‘trying to stir up political — 
‘strife. If Viscount Bryce had been here 
his afternoon, and listened.to some of 
the speeches made here he ‘would have 
ealized, I think, that the intellectual 
attainments and the mentality of the 
members of the Senate, and the educa- 
tion of some of them who spoke this after- 
noon, reach a very high standard. I 


that the members of the Senate possess 


being placed in possession of information 
i i ahink will enable them to form intelli- 
gent conclusions on.the very important 
international situation “now _ existing. 
This is an important question, and I shall 
_ follow it up again and again. This is 
oh the second time I have referred to it on 

_ the floor of this Chamber. My last out- 
Gane was caused through an-“llustration 
of the striking want of knowledge on the 
Lf gi of one of the best informed sena- 
_ tors in this Chamber. If that gentleman 
was without the information then, he is 
still without it, because those papers have 
: not been made available to him. 


a Hes t 


Ca When war was declared, a scale of pay 
He for the various ranks of ‘the Australian 
i Imperial Force and a scale of pensions 
for the widows and orphans of the vari- 
ous ranks, were decided upon. I do not 


minds when they fixed one scale for the 
private, another for the § subaltern, 


the major, but I should imagine that 
they thought that the officer on active 
“Service was going to run greater risks 
than the men in the ranks, and that the 
roportion of officers to be killed 
was going to be greater than the 
sroportion. of men in the ranks. I as- 
pe. that this was what the Government 
in their minds. The facts are cer- 
sinly ‘borne out by the ass umption I 
ake that when they offered greater pen- 


national affairs, they would do much more 


would impress on the “Government also 


a standard of ability that justifies their 


be affected, but at present it 
before they went on active: ‘ser 
know What the Government had in their © 


another for the captain, and another for 
‘do not care who was responsib 


bility for having adopted | t 


sire to refer to this. afternoon, 


| ne fae per alienation) 
ions for | persons of higher SPOR 


ne nite of a “arbarten oe 
the ee: of a aie Eat 18s. 9c 
10s., ch 


need: ca ey A eae whae Wee 
tween 1914 and what now obta: 
day the widow of a private with ¢ 
dren receives £2 2s. per week. In other 
words, her pension has been a lit 
than doubled, and properly so, o 
of the high cost of living, and bee 
original pension fixed was too low. But 
there has been no proportionate increé 
in the pensions paid to widows 
in other ranks; so that a subalt 
captain’s widow receives £2 Qs, - 
and a major’s widow £2 4s. 64., 
cause, in the latter case, this am 
fixed originally. Ts this fair? 
right to make a difference in the 
place on account of the varying 
be taken—and I presume that 
reason why it Was done—is it fa 
not to give some. relative inere: 


higher ranks? I en + ies 
ment to take this. matter into | 
tion, and once again revise | the 
scheme. Not very many widows 


they are being unfairly treated, a 
the undertaking given to their h 


being BOR EG: 


representatives be) returned soldiers 7 
responsible for the alteration? 


Senator DRAKE -BROCKM, ; 


Government must accept the 1 


scheme. If it was right in the fi 'S 
to make any distinction in the pe 
prise aa apt relatives are ent 


These are the pal two fale ! s I de 


are a number of other subject 


Fite he 
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| Western Australia  (\Senator 
~~ Lynch), I am afraid that I might weary 
honorable senators. May I say, how- 
ever, before resuming my seat, that I ap- 
preciated very much the sentiments given 
expression to by my _ friend, Senator 
Lynch. | 


Senator E. D. MILLEN (New South 
~ Wales—Minister for Repatriation) [6.6]. 
I do not intend to detain the Senate 
long, but I desire to refer to certain re- 
marks made in the course of the interest- 
ing discussion this afternoon. First of 
all, let me say how much I value the 
very kindly references made by Senator 
Gardiner concerning my trip to Europe. 
TI appreciate his remarks the more be- 
 eause between the honorable senator and 
myself, unhappily, there occasionally 
arise some slight differences of political 
opinion. I also gratefully acknowledge 
similar remarks made by other honorable 
senators concerning the same subject. 


One statement made by Senator Gar- 
diner rather surprised me, and I refer 
to it now because similar remarks have 
‘been made elsewhere. He said that the 
Senate had not been informed of the rea- 
. son for my visit to Europe, and that he 
_. had only a nebulous idea of the purpose 
for which I went abroad. I remind the 
honorable gentleman that prior to my de- 
__ parture from Melbourne the Prime Min- 
ister (Mr. Hughes), in the other House, 
made a full statement as to the matters 
to which I should direct my attention in 
Europe, and, therefore, it is not the fault 


iy 
re 


of the Government if honorable senators 
were not fully informed upon this point. 


I quite agree with Senator Gardiner’s 
suggestion as to the conduct of business 
in the Senate, and seeing that the Govern- 
ment propose to confine honorable sena- 
vp) tors to a discussion of the Tariff, 1t 1s 
likely, and, indeed, inevitable, that there 
will be a considerable interreenum in the 
yet working period cf this Chamber during 
the present year. However, I shall en- 
- deavour to do what I -can, to see that we 

- -work during working hours, and adjourn 
when there is no work-to do, and in this 


matter I feel that I am entitled to ask for 
Bee: _the co-operation of all honorable senators, 
I remind them that frequently when a 

 - Bill is brought up, not a very important 
-_ measure perhaps, in order to avoid calling 
honorable senators together the following 


rit, 1991.) 


‘When occasions of that nature arise the 
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week it becomes necessary to ask the sus- 
pension of Standing Orders to take the 
first and the pro formd second-reading 
stage in one day, if there is a desire to 
crowd our business into a reasonable time: 


Senate should not be unduly detained by 
protests against the suspension of the 
Standing Orders to which I refer. y 
Senator Garoincr.—But if the Stand- 
ing Orders do not permit of our doing 
business in a bus nesslike way, why not 
alter them ? Res 
Senator E. 2, MILLEN.—Because our 
Standing Orders have been framed for the 
protection of the Senate, and in the ordi- 
nary course of business they are necessary. 
Only when an emergency arises is if desir- 
able that we should not be slavishly bound 
by them, and then it is the privilege of — 
the Senate ta suspend them. boy 
I would now like to say a word or two © 
regarding the price of wheat, to which 
Senator Gardiner directed attention this 
afternoon. First of all, I take exception ~ 
to a very widespread tendency to assume 
that—whether the price fixed is right or 
wrong—I am not dealing with that now—_ 
the responsibility rests upon the Common- — 
wealth Government. I challenge that 
statement at ounce. It may have been 


wrong to fix the price of wheat at its pre- 


sent figure; but I point out that the’ ex- 

isting machinery which controls the wheat 
is not under the authority of the Com- © 
monwealth Government. The wheat 
farmers themselves primarily, and the — 
State Governments, are the responsible. 
authorities. The wheat is the property — 
of the farmers, The Commonwealth Go- 
vernment are associated with the ma- | 
chinery for the propor reason that the — 
Government are financially interested in 
the scheme. They have given a definite — 
guarantee that a certain price shall be re- — 
ceived by the farmer for every bushel of — 
wheat he has produced, and, therefore, as _ 
the guarantor of this big account the Go- — 
vernment are bound to keep themselves — 
informed as to what is going on, and, if 

necessary, to have some final vote if it is 

thought that the interests of the Com- 

monwealth, as the guarantor, are being — 
jeopardized. The question seems to re-— 
solve itself into the consideration of two 

things, namely, the world’s parity, and 

are our farmers to get it or not. To me. 

it appears obvious that we cannot have 

the world’s parity one day and object to 


~ 


wheat, and to those. who. 


oa fa ds a 


me it 
~ home consumption was made, . world’s 
parity was 10s. 103d. 
a assuming that parity has fallen below 9s. 
_ +tare those who now clamour for world’s 
parity prepared to make it retrospective ? 

Senator Wilson suggested that the better 
plan would have been to appoint some 
- eommittee to make re-adjustments: from 
month to month or quarter to quarter. 
_ Probably that would have been a: useful 
plan, . but, in my judgment, the fixing of 
he price for a long period was 
expected. to give greater stability, and 
because of the long period, 
was) fixed at something below world’s 
"parity. Had the price been fixed from 
--mionth to month on the basis of the 
world’s parity, it is quite clear that wp to 
the present the Australian consumer 
ae would. have paid more than he has paid 
to date. I have no doubt that, like 


everybody else, the consumer likes to get 
his fequirements supplied as cheaply as 
| possible, but I feel satisfied that objec-— 


‘ tion is now being urged entirely with a 
view to creating “political prejudice, 


Let us turn now to the question of the 

sanctity of agreements. When this agree- 
‘ment was made the wheat was then, as it. 

is now, the property of the growers. They 


had their Board, on which they were pro- 
— perly represented, and when the question 
a arose as to what the Board would charge 
‘each State for wheat required for local 

: nin it might have fixed the price. 
bi s parity—10s. 

it qwas agreed to fix it at 9s. On 
basis Of; this Le oananan a_ definite 


it oon ne aes chet 
ad gone up? Woulc 


suppose that. these hae who 


| . 


clan 


t rid’s parity : 
a eel ptt ane been taken 
‘to the fact that our people are now ' being 
eharged more than world’s parity for 
t demand 
s parity oe I say, that it is only 
Are they 
Wien this agree-_ 
‘to pay 9s. per bushel for wheat for 


oo Tf ithe farmer sf 
to be content with world’s parity now— — 


the price. 


104 d.—but in- 


P 


Lae if he. _) 
we have had > 
ry Jomand that, as the price had in-— 
ased the farmer should get more? Are : 


a Tt i is one! cane that. 
was) ‘sold to us. for Oe 


“such a poste antes 


V3. 000, ‘000 bushels BE weheaee 
| sold, 


| baat that the ‘Conwy ae 


for the heat! aie ae erew, 


‘supplied by me was complete or not, 


- gee pa the dstedt 3 is veinod eae 


some ote to. meet, t 


price has since gone aes here is an- 
other 2s. :per bushel extra ea he sh y 
devil.” Of course, no one can 4 agine 


Sind that Dae 1s | now neit. 


are not involved in the matter. 
who are clamouring for a reduction 
price of wheat appeal to the State 
surers to secure a reduction of pric 
can ey do so By. Meee 


making up the difference out 


funds. 


I pass from that subject to say 
in reply to Senator Wilson’s 
about new appointments to the bl 
Service. I do not know whether the 
I hope the honorable senator will 
my assurance that it was ey te ‘ e 


Senator Keating suggested ti 


might occupy some spare time in a al 
Mave a a ep Vat Lager) 1 


The hor 


Leal ene canWa Land ation 
if it is. oe to: find the, Seng 


ie Taw Weng Lan 
Senator’ BE, DD: “MILLEN. “ 
look around to see if it is 


y 
Relieve every ‘einbor of the 


naterial prosperity 1s required, and 
the. permanent safety of this country 
ests upon a great developmental and im- 
igration policy. ae ag 


tion of Bolsheviks. 


a. ped eh MILLEN. —No, immi- 


“Senator Bakhap in a most dhoughtful 
peech referred to the coming Imperial 
Conference in June. There will be ade- 
bate on that subject very shortly, and the 
honorable senator will therefore pardon 
ne if at present I make no further com- 
ment por his remarks except to say how 
“in common with other honorable 
B Mabors, ‘I appreciated them. . 


observations about the non-publication of 
documents. Tf the honorable senator will 
ow me to say so, I think he somewhat 
aggerated the bogie of secrecy. On 
xamining the list of documents, which 
a glance may appear to be a tremend- 
sly formidable one, it will be found 
nine-tenths of them are not of great 
oment. One, for instance, is an inquiry 
to the dhannel through which an Ex- 
cutive minute _veaches ‘His Majesty the 
King. 

enator DRaKe- Baoomiehn I did not 
xxhaust the list, by any means. 
Senator E. D. MILLEN .—The honor- 
ble senator did not, or he would have 
rengthened my argument. The publica- 


ot add to the general knowledge of the 
atters with which they deal. They may 
J of ceil to men like 2 ucla Harri- 


ns_ pith Mota y al bintory and 
ethods, but their publication would be 
» great help to the people generally. 
Vhat does it matter to the general public 
a document in reaching the King is 
ied through a particular door by mes- 


enver B? The Government have no 
re to withhold information which 


resent Government, as with others, there 
as always been a restraining influence 
o the fact that many of these docu- 
ae Laue ene are not 


does, that something more than 


Senator Kxrarinc.—Not the immigra- 


Senator Drake- Brockman made some. 


on of many of these documents would 


7 peer A, or through some other door by 


be properly published ; but with the 


1 i hesitancy As publish papers dealing with 
matters in which other Governments re. 


x 


“not say. All I can say is that I will re 


here, and it does not exist in Americ: 


the honorable senator contends that ‘the 


some inquiry. 
to whether other Governments were’ 


(Ghey have! a a shown Uh 


‘It may be in this case th 
should have been made a 


concerned. 


ing to consent to publication. It may be 
that the Canadian and other Governments. 
published the papers without asking tha 
question, but I feel confident that the G 
vernment of the Commonwealth have ni 
desire to withhold from members of this 
Parliament information which ‘aie be 
safely and. properly put before it. 


Senator Draxe-BrockMan, —Am. on i 
understand that we shall Bre ine bi 
I referred to? 


Senator HE. D. MILLEN. ae 1. ca, 


present to the Government, what has been 
said here. Although I am not master of 
the situation, I venture to say that these _ 
documents will be forthcoming now that 
aitention has been drawn to the matter, ; 


Senator Drake-Brockman suggested 
the establishment of a Committee corre 
sponding to the American Foreign Rela-— 
tions Committee. He suggested that such 
a Committee established here should have 
full access to, and control over, these 
papers. There may be something in the 
idea, but I direct the attention of the 
honorable’ senator to the fact that there 
is one very fundamental difference be- 
tween this Senate and the American 
Senate. We have responsible government : 


There may be persons who do not appr 
ciate what responsible government meant 
or its great value, and the way in whic! 
it is interwoven into our system of govern- 
ment; but I do say that so long as re- 
sponsible government is maintained here 
we cannot. jwith safety adopt some 0: 
the institutions that are part of t 
American Constitution. Further, when 


Senate should take control over ‘inter. 
national affairs, I venture to remind him > 


that such a proposal will not square wit 
the views held by our Democracy out- 
~The view the honorable senator “ 


side. 


from the Australian public, nor. “woul 
the idea receive a very long shrift if 
ae within the walls of an adjoin 

chamber. Senator Drake-Brockman 
will, I think, find upon further considera 


tion Vga whilst an se ae oe 


7258 


embody some advantage, it is almost im- 
possible of attainment. I wish to join 
with the honorable senator in expressing 
my appreciation of the most interesting 
debate with which the proceedings of the 
Senate this afternoon have furnished us. 
Question resolved in the affirmative. 
Senate adjourned at 6.29 p.m. 


House of Representatives. 


Thursday, 7 April, 1921. 


Mr. Speaxern (Hon. Sir Elliot John- 
son) took the chair at 2.30 p.m., and»read 
pravers. 


COCKATOO ISLAND DOCKYARD. 


Mr. MAHON Y.—Has the Prime Min- 
ister yet received the report of the Board 
‘that has been inquiring into the conduct 
of affairs at Cockatoo Island? If so, does 
he propose to read it; and, if he finds 
that it is not satisfactory, will he’ con- 
sider the advisability of appointing a 
Royal Commission, consisting of mem- 
bers of this House, to investigate these 
matters? Does he propose to take steps 
to prevent the men there from being dis- 
placed ? 

Mr. HUGHES.—The report of the 
Departmental Committee was received a 
few minutes ago, and I have not yet had 
an opportunity to read it; but, recqgnis- 


ing its importance, I shall read it during - 


the day, and shall subsequently inform 
the House of the findings of the Com- 
mittee, and, without hesitation, state 
whether, in my opinion, they are satisfac- 
tory and exhaustive, or such as, in the 
circumstances, should be accepted as 
final. If the findings are not of that 
nature, and honorable members are of 
opinion that investigation by a Royal 
Commission is needed, I shall not object 
to its appointment. As to the second 
question, I postpone my reply until I 
_ know what the findings of the Committee 
are. As what the honorable member de- 
sires would require the further expen- 
diture of public money, it will be for hon- 
-orable members to say, since the vote of 
this House has been exhausted, whether 
they think that more money should be 
made available. They will be given an 
opportunity to do that. 


Cockatoo Island) [REPRESENTATIVES.] Dockyard. 


, try ut i 7a r ea Mh 


NORTHERN TERRITORY 
REPRESENTATION. 


Mr. TUDOR.—Is it the intention of — 


the Minister for Home and Territories 


to bring in a Bill to give representation ~ 
to the Northern Territory, either here or 
‘in the Senate? R 
POYNTON.—The matter is re= 


Mr. 


ceiving the consideration of the Cabinet, 


and no decision has yet been come to. 


EX-SENATOR READY. 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—TI ask the Prime 


Minister if ex-Senator Ready is engaged = 
in the compilation of a work which igs ~~ 


If 


being subsidized by the Government? 


so, What is the nature of the work, and : 
the amount he is receiving from the Go- 


vernment ? 


Mr. HUGHES.—I see no reason why Oe: 
ex-Senator Ready should be treated dif- 


ferently from any other citizen, and any 


honorable member who can give a reason 


for different treatment should state it. I 


know of no’ work upon which ex-Senator — 
Ready is engaged which is being subsi- 
dized by the Government, but I shall 
If he is so employed, let 
me be told the particulars, and I will © 


make inquiries. 
express my cpinion on the subject. 


PUBLIC SERVICE 
SUPERANNUATION BILL, 


Mr. 


prea 


HECTOR LAMOND,—Can theo 9 


i 


Prime Minister now say when the Com- 


monwealth Public Service Superannua- 


tion Bill will be introduced ? 


Mr. HUGHES.—As T said yesterday, a a 


it is not the intention of the Government 
to submit any measures of legislation for 


the consideration of the House this-ses- 


sion; but, if the House expresses the de- 


sire for more legislation, who am I to ~ 9) 
stand between members and their earnest — 


efforts ? 


FEDERAL CAPITAL. 
Mr. JAMES PAGE will the Peaae 


Minister give an opportunity for the dis- 


cussion of my notice of motion for the 


removal of the Parliament to Canberra 
A majority of mem- — 


after this session 2 
bers have requested me to get it brought 
on at the earliest possible moment? — 


Mr. HUGHES.—Democracy is a form ae 
of government which is beyond criticism 


3 Amzs Pacx, —Give me he oppor- 
, and I will do so. 


Mr. Austin CHAPMAN. ae good ma- 
> 


Pd 
o 


“WAR SERVICE ' HOMES 
, DEPARTMENT. 


WIM UNICTPAL Bovine Review OF 
PENSIONS. 


BOWDEN.—My attention has 


been drawn to the loss of revenue suf-- 


fered by municipal councils through the 
action cf the War Service Honies De- 
partment in taking up land and holding 
“it, and not paying rates thereon. an 
“nob the Department arrange, in regard: 
to the ordinary rates payable, in con- 
nexion with such land, that the amounts 
aie na ale Pye: hy fortheoming one ie 


ee aaa But as soon as it 
1s subdivided and placed in the posses- 


sion of the soldier applicants the land 


eek 


sf becomes rateable ‘property. 


; CHARLTON.—Is the Minister 
ware that since the transfer of war pen- 
sions from the Old-age Pensions Depart- 
ment to the Repatriation Department 
» officials, acting on the advice of a medical 
flicer sent hoa Sydney to the northern, 
istricts, have either reduced or cancelled 
pensions which have been paid in many 
cases to partially incapacitated men, and 
in some instances to men who have been 
iG fully incapacitated?) \ s 


Mr. RODGERS.—The whole Baan 
of pensions has received consideration by 
the Commissioners. ‘There is a general 
view undertaken of the whole of these 


éction, either by the (rernnent, or by 


. Minister for Repatriation, or ‘by the | 


Acting Minister, tp reduce rates of pen- 
ons or to cancel or to increase them. 
ith subject is one which, by reason of 


its. ery nature, must be ‘periodically re- 


_ answer of eine Sate igi 


Mr. 
me to deal with ri ane cases. in 
All ai 


and ie neue the basis of inedicat ev1- 
dence, considered from time to time | 
the various cases are reviewed. : 


REDISTRIBUTION OF SEATS, 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. —Does the 


Minister for aoe and Territories a 


th roughon it ‘Miatwaliat Vee 
Mr. hey TON. Cas metab 


Sunday. En 
has been furnished | to he Blestoral D 
partment steps will be taken in the ma 
ter of the medintrin tied of seats. 

ef the Electoral Department have bee 
informed in that direction, and I expect 
ta get 2 certificate from. the Chief El 
toral Officer at the earliest possible m 
ment. after the census has been compiled. 


GIFT OF SCULPTURE. 


Dr. MALONEY .—Two cases . oe ‘yer 
valuable sculpture have been sent out to 
Australia by one of our leading sculptors. 
Py some egress oversight, if not. somethin. 
worse, these cases have been left | 
about for a year or more. This Ho se, 
representing the Commonwealth, wil 

surely offer courtesy to the artist, w 
ue made the presentation to us; an 
that sculptor is Mr. Bertram Mackennal 
I ask what official is to blame for the gross 


carelessness displayed in the treatmen 


these two cases of valuable works of 
Mr. SPEAKER (Hon Sir Elliot. Joh 
son ) May think that question should be uC 


vede xed ta the Prime Minister. 


of fact, two cases were 


hoa 


Oe pray! of the Prine Minter 8 pe 


ment, namely, Mr. Shepherd, who 
formed me by telephone a considerable 
time ago that two cases had been ben 


herd said ha ies Ohana nner 
and, since they had to be Remus? 
once from the wharf, he asked perm 


4 X mn yo Ely fe tak 
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to oes them. left Laevaaits tise. pend- 


ing arrangements. for their removal else- 
The matter concerns the iar 


where. 
Minister’s Department. 

Dr.. MALONEY.—Then J ask the 
Prime Minister, in the interests of art im 
Australia, if he will make inquiries and 
inform the House what officer has been to 
blame for this piece of gross carelessness. 

Mr. HUGHES.—TI will make inquiries. 


CLERICAL STAFF. 

“Mr BLAKELEY .—In’ the: course of 
a statement made by yourself to the House 
yesterday, Mr. Speaker, you remarked 
that the clerical staff of the House of Re- 
presentatives cost £60 less to-day than 
twenty years ago. In view of that state- 
ment, will you take immediate steps to 
place the staff upon at least a living 
wage ? 

Mr. SPEAKER.—IL think I ey it 
clear yesterday that, although the amount 
of salaries in the aggregate was. less now 
than twenty years.ago, that did not imply 
that there had been any reduction in the 

salaries of any ‘officers of the House. 
Quite the contrary is the case. 

Mr. Busaketey.—What about the high 
cost of living ? : 

Mr. SPEAKER.—That factor has been 
provided for. There has been no com- 
plaint by any officer, so far as I am 
aware, on that score. There has been no 
reduction in the salary of any member of 
the staff. Many, indeed, have received 
inereases. But the saving was consequent 
upon a re-arrangement of duties, and this 


did not involve any financial dinneane 


‘tage to any particular officer of the staff. 


CONSTITUTION CONVENTION. 


Mr. RYAN.—In view of the statement 
of the Prime. Minister yesterday, regard- 
“ing the intention of the Government. to 
deal only with the Tariff this session, I 
wish to. know. if, the right honorable gen- 
tleman can give the House any idea of 
the period during the life\of the present 
‘Parliament when it is intended to submit 
a. Bill to provide for the holding of a Con- 
vention to consider alterations. in the 
Commonwealth Constitution. 

Mr. HUGHES.—1I tried to explain 
that yesterday. 


guage of hope rather than thati of ex- 


_ (REPRESENTATIVES : 


) perience. 


‘Tariff it need not, unless. 1t liked, Poke ‘ 


posed ‘to ask: honorable! menthersaae eal 


When I spoke of the, 


work of the session, I spoke in the lan- for 70 days continuous: training: for: 7 


Convention. 


RuEe oe cet ce Hou 
would accept my. work. as an indicat 01 
that. as soon as it had finished with 


But, of course, ag. [ indiawead in. rep 
to another honorable member Just. ‘now, 
if this House wishes to do more it ma 
The Convention proposal will be dea: 
with later on in’ the year. Whether that 
period may be regarded as in the same 
session, or as In Awotlier session, is no 
very material. Before the end of t¢ 
year the Convention Bill will have 
passed into law. At least, that is the m 
tention of the Government, and it is on 
which will be acted upon. An election 
delegates to the Convention will be held, 
at the earliest possible moment in, the ne 
year; and the Convention itself wall” 


inaugurated immediately 
When I stated that the House, was to} 
asked, only to consider the | 


with immediately. i said _ tae 


in j une next, and that in view of: th 
fact it was en the intention of the G 


with | ye Hicbiler business except — 
Tarif. I would only like to remind’ 
asta Ce that those of us di 


experience” of ohat that means. 
honorable member, perhaps, is nm 
optimistic than we are. He is prob 
right, but as far as 1 can remember 
consideration of the original Tariff 
tended over something like fifteen mont. 
At all events it occupied our attention ~ 
for a very long time. I feel sure ‘ 


pa discussion He Bee oye Tariff will Pati 


SENIOR CADETS. ANNUAL. 
TRAINING. | 


‘Mr. soimesariena ine alsa wit o n 


rire tata to: insist, upon ial pane : 


haere 2 


Mr. cae "LT un TL eeped 
rable member to a statement 


fi 


the Minister for Defence (Sena- ‘ 


_ tor Pearce), and published in the press, 
in which he said that the consideration 
\ of the matter would be deferred pending 

he return. A the Prime. Minister from 


SOCKATOO ISLAND DOCKYARD: 


a ae 


Hit: Mises and eteueil oe of H.M.A°:S.. 


oe from ni time its construction was 


% 


| actual cost me 


ton nee each aml es 


If the dockyard was able to cae 
work on- rhe Bre vessels im ‘the has 


engthy etiod SF vonstinetion and delay, in 
“completion of the H.M.A.S. Adelaide up 
he time of the recent dismissals of work- 


6) (a). we many anal, eeports; shipyard | 


a anagers and foremen are there employed at 
Cockatoo Dockyard at the present time and 


e duties are on ship construction, and (b)-: 


y many were employed twelve months after 
keel of the Adelaide was laid? . 
What is the total amount of salaries 


t to the experts and managers per month? 
(8) What naval construction work (if any) 


Db ne Sagi with at the dockyard at the. 


sh 


3 nd sahepane 


wD 


eae is betas emp and. will be 


hed at the earliest date practicable, 
ywing to the large amount of work 
the thee Ona of answers to some 


PRUIT SHIPMENTS FROM 
HOBART. | 


fr. McWILLIAMS a Minis 


ge of Shipping, upon notice— 
are the names of the ships of the 
\ line that have tens fruit ab 


Byte 


“services of iMees experts smgyard hone: 


Ce! What is the fei ~The answers : 


- Minister’s question are as follow: — 


) One—the Boorara. 
) 43,782 cases. 
(3) 8s. per bushel case. 


TAXATION DEPARTMENT. 
Apetaipe Srarr VAcANcIns, A 
Mr. BLUNDELL asked the Treasurer 
upon notice— 


1. How many 4th tee postion were pr 
vided for on the Estimates for the Taxatio 
Department, Adelaide,” for the years 19 19-2 


and 1920-21 respectively? 


2. How many. of these positions have. ‘bee 


filled? 


3. What is the reason that positions hav. 


not been filled, seeing that applications | h 
been called for and pouenvad? 


4. When does ca eae pst sitgorl — 
these vacancies? “a 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. the, answers uy 


to the honorable member’s ORG OSS ar 
as follow -—— 


1, Twenty-seven (27). poeinns ar aleve: ae) ; 
Class, were provided for on the Estimates oe, 
Expenditure for the Taxation Branch, South — 
Australia, for the financial years 1919- 20 and 
1920-21, 


| 2. Five: (5) of these positions are at present Be 
filled. 


3. The applications lodged have heoeivad: con: 
sideration; but, pending “the settlement of the 
staff position in the Taxation Branch, Western 
Australia, consequent upon the amaleamation 


of the Federal and State Taxation Depart 


ments in Western Australia, and as a result. 
of which it may be. necessary to transfer cer- 
tain officers from the Taxation Branch, We: 
ern Australia, to the Taxation Branch, Sout 
Australia, no definite recommendation for’ th, 
filling of the vacant 4th Class positions” 
the Adelaide office can be made. | 

“4. The Commissioner of Taxation, “aceom 
panied by the Deputy Public Service Tnspector 
for Victoria, left for Perth, on the 30th. March 
1921, for the purpose of aualiy arranging the 


F amaloa mation of the Federal and State Taxa~ 


tion ‘Departments in Western ‘Australia. It. 
anticipated that, upon the Commissioner’s re 
turn from Perth, about the end of this mon 
he will be in a position to submit. recommen 
dations for the filling of , twenty (20) addi 


tional 4th Class positions» in the. Taxatio 
“Branch, South Australia. | 


The. remaining tw 
positions provided for have not. been created 


TRADE WITH GERMANY. — 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN | asked th 
Prime Minister, wpon notice— 


As “he has been successful in placing som 
of our wheat in Germany, will he try to ad the 
‘find 


same with some of our wool, ey t 


x Pt rs 
ade “relations with Germany, | 


vent “woo or “any” ae “Australian 
‘The 


f 


A Whetiier This: intended is arrange for the 
_ representation of Australia at the British EKm- 
pire Exhibition which is proposed to be held 

Nin, ‘England in 1923? es 

Mr. HUGHES.—The Gopenmen! are 
not yet in Boseesnren of particulars as to 

the date and scope 6f the British Empire 
ixhibition, which it is proposed to hold 

in 192: T will make inquiries into this 
matter when in England; and, if it be 

“decided that Australia shall participate, 
action will be taken to a that the repre- 
re ‘sentation i is worthy of the country. 


“TASMANIAN MAIL CONTRACT. 


7 : Mr. WISE. Ly esterday, the honorable 
y “member. for Wilmot (Mr. oe 1) 
a the following question :— 


In view of the fact that the Nairana ae 
ae aeired to take up work in connexion with the 
Bass: Straits mail serviee, can-the Postmaster: 


General aed how long the haga contract has 
to run?) 


ne promised IT would furnish him ae : 
"reply. ihe. following - is the information 


Lode se 


| Five. years, vane von 18th Rost, 1921, 
the new steamer Nairana leaves Mel- 
bourne for Launceston on its first. trip in. con- 
nexion with: ad Fesmanian ney contract. 


i! PAPERS. 


7 ae in a eas (Upoia) —Geological and 
ngineering Report by Mr. J. Brown. 
whe at ati seins of Ts S. 


1 the case for. some time between a ve 


a Tewve. eal cae pee 
ny. has been aie consideration by 


Government, and will be discussed at 


Conference to consider alteration 


opinions in tegard to the Consti | 


- deduce their inventions. from thei 


on some logical plan which they 
‘selves, have devised. Eres sely wh 


m _ jatures, of the Empire. With thes : 
his fh : 1 Ae 


business permitted I would make t 
House a statement in reference to. 
ference which is to be held in Lor 
June of this year, and to which the P rin 
Ministers of the overseas Dominions. i 
Mae saetlang! alt has been — as : 


Cansiiation. «That is ive the =a 


relations between the different ] 
the Ens is to be held, possik a 
year. The Conference to be held in 
next is called to deal with certain defini 
matters, with which I shall deal i de- 
tail. Tn view a the fact that it is nol 


¥ 


cussion in relation eats ‘woth 
of place; but, having regard to 1 
been said on the eek som 


refraining to disclose hee 


as it is. What they dug ie one 
is to. substitute for this 
fashioned by time and eireur stan 
under which we have progress 
flourished—a structure. empir 
illogical, but which is the most con 
and flexible ever ¢ 


et Me PbseEaee, a nple they, I i 


read Tar oaen the ire ene 
create some sort of Imperial 


that sor ae: ae ane 
perial Parliament, an Imperial Coune 
which, although, perhaps, not cloth 
With | legislative ‘powers, Was 
author “ity to deal with matters 
tirely in the hands of the var 


ee hich we ne a edb. 


eg can Pat SO Sivaaea a term 


cording, to any plan, and has de-. 
but 


hones ih the Mather! ‘Country in the 
of our infancy with those of  to- 


. we see great changes in form, but 


As our asta neds 


ad substance. 
we have progressed, 


re have been given to us. There 


a time py nee ee “handful of eres. 


Sieperdait oe aan es 
‘ 1 them. ee pe we Brew 


fon the very eacaont ‘of daiplect 

h every advance our powers of self- 
ernment increased until at length, 
» twenty years ago, dignity and added 
thority were given to us by the Federal — 
ons gpa under which we are living 
. During the five years of war 
niry prog sressed, and its cireum- 
changed more tham in ‘a genera- 

f peace. Jn the supreme hour of 

he Kmpire trial the Dominions proved 
emselves worthy of their breeding. 
hole world recognised that they had 

1 the toga of manhood and become 
ae The - nations of the world recog- 

as their equals, and we were ad- 

nto the League on a footing of 

i we look at the form oe ne 


Pe ioral sient fia ‘elapsed : since 
vas first settled, we see con- 


» ‘but in “substance our 


find a parallel. 


control of the seas. 


* Napertal ey aa a) ae 


that the British Constitution 
supreme achievement of the 

of our race for self-government. 

tory may be ransacked in vain to 
If I were asked ay 
is, as it were, the legal tie that unites th 
British Empire I gay deliberately it is” 
the King—the Monarchy. I cannot 
conceive of a British Empire held to- 
gether under any other form | 0 
government than a monarchy. — 


people of Australia would never cons 


to acknowledge as their ruler a Presid 
elected by the British people. 
Monarchy is the constitutional principle 
which binds us together. Ties of race. 
of kindred, of common tradition, of la 
cuage—all these taken together go to 
weave that web which neither the storm 
of adversity nor the passage of time has: 
been able to destroy; but if we are asked 
what is the material foundation of our 
greatness, what are we to say? _Upot 
what does this mighty Empire of ours 
rest? It rests, and always has done, 
upon the British Navy. As sure as we 
stand here this roe oe of ours would 
never have been built without British 
By an all-powerful 
British Navy this Empire has been b 


up; only byva powerful aN N eh can 


it be maintained.” 
reference 140 the 


dealing: with He puten hho are a 
considered at ‘the forthcoming a ) 
ence. ye 
The Conference bes been summon 
‘deal with questions of foreign pol 
naval defence, and the renawal OL 
Anglo-Japanese Treaty. Certain ot 
more or less subsidiary matters are 
set out on the: agenda-paper. One € 
lates to communications, including wi 


less, between the various parts of the 


Pees but ie direc “t ny 
Node el cee : 
all, the question of foreign Lae, | 
attitude of the Australian people to 


foreign policy before the war was one 
; 1nd ference, 


partly ane from 23 


idicaee) ee those centres of aA 
Halon: which ance thy the” yey 
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of things, regarded by us as. being 
‘most potent in directing the affairs 
of the world. And our indif- 
ference arose, too, from’ another 
- gause. We had lain so securely sheltered 


under the wing of the British Navy from 
the very day of the foundation. of this 
country that not only did war, which de- 
vastated and destroyed other parts of the 
world, pass us by unscathed, but even 
rumours of war left us unaffected., The 
very completeness of the protection which 
the British Navy gave us was responsible 
for the fact that the Australian people 
took no heed of those things which 
vitally concerned other nations, bringing 
to them, war, turmoil, and destruction 
and those upheavals which have made 


history during the last 100 years. But 
the recent great war, changed those 
conditions, Circumstances, to which 
tT shall allude later, have now 


made it necessary that we shall take 
a keener interest in foreign policy. 
No one would have imagined that from 
the assassination of some obscure scion of 
a royal house at Sarajevo, war could 
have come to this sea-girt Australia, and 


‘to the whole world. Hi at that 
time you were to have put 100 
Australians up against a wall and 
‘threatened to shoot .every one whi 


did not know where Serajevo was, I sup- 
pose you would have had to shoot ninety- 
nine. Yet from such an incident out of a 
clear sky the greatest war in history was 
let loose upon ‘the world, and we, in dis- 
tant Australia, were involved. It is.a far 
ery from Australia to Belgium, yet but 
for the violation of the treaty of neu- 
trality made by the great Powers with 
Belgium, a treaty of which the. over- 
whelning majority of Australians. were 
in entire ignorance, England would 
probably not ‘have gone ‘to war on the 
4h August, 1914,. and if ‘she had 
not gone to war the whole his 
tery of the struggle would have been 
changed. As a. result of 400,000 
of our ‘young men leaving 
country they have seen and learned 
‘many things of foreign countries, 
their kindred have been naturally keenly 
Interested in all the movements 
that great stage upon which our soldiers 
“were playing so splendid a part. We 
have at length become alive to the fact 
Mr, Hughes. 


(REPRESENTATIVES 


afford to be indifferent to what : 


has 


ay related to it, that of def onga 


this 
and — 


on 


Confrence, 


that in the modern Wace no na 


nations do, and that war may come up 
us from the most unexpected quarter 
upon the most trivial pretext. — 
cannot afford to anol the hagas 


H ae ne Bl } 
that from the bones t 
the foreign policy of the Hmpir 
been determined exclusively | 
Britain, and, very properly so, for if 
Empire became invelved in war, it- 
mainly on the shoulders of the Britist 
people that the burden of war fell it 
was certainly upon them that the burden 
of preserving the security of the Em ure 
fell, whether in times of peace or In Ww: 
This brings me to one of the poin 
to which I desire to direct the ath 
tion of honorable members. Cert 
matters relating to the foreign policy 
cf the Empire are to be considered at: 
June Conference, We have been invit 
the British Government to take our 
in the councils of eee, pan to ex: 


Piers: 
very well 


us as siete as any other pall of press: | 
pire. I shall come later to a considera. 
tion of what phase of foreign policy m 
intimately affects us. At this es 
turn to the question which is» so i 


seeing | promise of our pe desi ry. 
From the day Australia was founded to 
the present time we have been a free com- 
Hat, enjoying all oc, ee 


wide pity There is no privilege 
liberty that the British people en 
they have not freely handed to us, | And, 
securely sheltered under the broad wing 
of the mighty British Navy, we have been 
able to maintain those liberties and ‘th: 


enjoy blessings in overwhelming measu 
of free government. And, as I have sa 
all this—our wealth, our liberticg = 


“Government of most 
‘so far ‘as Ans- 


ay Quite a 

by bee 4 British: 
 portentous character, 
_ tralia and the: Empire are ‘concerned. 
was that Britain was no longer able 
as ‘to “maintain the navy at the strength 
wage necessary for the complete protection 
of the Empire, and that the Dominions 
must do their’ share. We ought not 

’ to be surprised at this declaration, be- 
 gause during the great war Great Britain 
-- Gneurred a ‘debt. of some £7,000,000,000 
ex £8,000,000,000. She is still stag gegen: 
tie under the tremendous blows receive 
is during the conflict; she is exposed 
to the pevoots industrial and commer- 
cial competition; she is torn with in- 
dustrial strife by internecine struggles. 
ht Her people are demanding, quite rightly, 
- that attention should be paid to domestic 
< : reform, that expenditure on naval and 
_ muilitary defence should be reduced. No 
exception can be taken to this from: the 

- stand-point of the British people, but 
what does this mean to Australia? We are 
2,000,000 of people, we have a con- 
oF tinent very rich and capable of almost 
_ infinite development, but within a few 
weeks sail of the great bulk of,the popu- 
lation. of the world. We have boldly 
announced. that we intend. to retain this 
8 continent for ourselves, and we have set 
up the banner of a “White Australia. 
ME iaerexi hslrning majority of the people 
of Australia believe in this principle, but, 
in all the circumstances, it can hardly be 
expected that the overcrowded: countries 
of the Kast can see the matter from our 
point of view. How long would that ban- 
ner fiy unless behind it there were massed 


about it there was the protection of the 
British Navy? But we are now told de- 


adequate for the defence of the Empire. 
To Rome: there came a crisis simi- 
lar to that which now confronts us: 
a - The Roman legicns had invaded’ Bri- 
tain, ‘and held. it for some centuries, but 
i the onslaught. of the barbarians made 
it imperative that the cversea. legions 
should be withdrawn in order to 
protect the citadel of the Empire. The 
Romans. withdrew, and ‘Britain was. left 
to, her own. resources with the result. we 
| What. can Australia do? 


It 


the legions of the Empire, or unless ringed 


liberately that the British people can no | 
longer maintain this Navy at a strength 


a “ie the» hace ana to. ek’ Pees this 


crisis? 


“The NOHO Saat ashe he a 
graver. Last year we spent £3,352, 000 
or thereabouts on our Navy. Te is only. 
fair to Australia to point out that we — 
have spent on naval defence very much ae 
more than all the Dominions “put 
together ; 
inadequate to defend this country. 
cannot defend ourselves. We have not 

even a plan of campaign for the Pacific 
Quite recently a conference was held at 
Singapore which the Admiral of, the- 
Australian Fleet attended, .to conside 
the defence of that: portion ‘of the Pacific 
covered by the ‘Australian Fleet and che 
Ghina Squadron; but as yet no plan 

of operations has been. agreed for the 
China Squadron, of the “British: Navy 
and ourselves. Sir, we are confronted with 
a position grave in the extreme. What t 
are we to do? ¢ What is our policy to be? — 
We depend for our very existence on the 
maintenance of the control of the sea by a 
Britain. Britain says that she can no — 
longer afford to maintain the Navy at 
its live pre-war strength, and calls — 
upon the Dominions to consider the ques- 
tion, and presumably to contribute their 
share, What are we going to do? The | 
@onference has been called to consider the 
question. Upon its decision rests the — 
safety, the very existence of this Com- 
monwealth, and, indeed, of the Empire oe 
itself. For just as the Empire was built 
up by and rests upon sea power, so will — 
it wither and decay as that power oe 
from, the hands of the British race. ~ 


In order that we may the better under: 
stand all that is involved in any policy 
insuring effective naval defence of Aus-. 
tralia, it is necessary to consider a maitter 
most ‘intimately related to ‘it. . L. turn, 
therefore, to the ‘consideration of the 
Anglo-Japanese Treaty. We live in a. 
world which, thanks to the war, we 
know, or ought to know; very well. We 
are under no illusions. The veil has 
been torn from our eyes, and the — 
purposes of nations have been revealed. . 
One great menace to the safety of man- 
kind has been stricken down and ~ 
humbled; but will any one say that the — 
war, . which was waged. to end war; has 
removed all danger of other wars? Has _ 
there been a day since the signing of — 
the armistice, on the 1ith November, 
1918; Ce NSS has not raged somewhere? _ 
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'T may ie reminded of the existence hot 
the League of Nations, I have never 
Rigen ised: my opinions of the League. 
Yet, because Peace is a thing so greatly 
to be desired, I have endeavoured, by in- 
ducing Australia to become a member of 
the League, to enable it to exercise that 
influence upon the counsels and acts of 
nations which its creators claimed for it. 
'But what are the facts? The League was 
created to banish war by creating a trYi- 
bunal to which the nations could appeal, 
substituting reason for force. Yet within 
two days’ journey of Geneva, where its 
Assembly recently sat, war was raging, in 
‘which two members of the League were 
involved. In the long list of resolutions of 
the assembly there is not the briefest re- 
ference to the. fact that the thunders of | 


war, which the League was to banish from 


the earth for ever, were shaking the earth 
almost at its very doors. If, then, any 
Australian is asked whether he tld trust 
. his fortunes to the League of Nations or 
to the sea power of the British Empire, 
will he hesitate for one moment in his 
answer? Let us not throw away the sub- 
stance for the shadow. The war was 
to have changed many things, and has 
done so; but how deep does the change 
go? Has it changed the hearts of men? 
io they now seck to settle their quarrels 
by an appeal to reason instead. of to 
force? uf not, the change is only skin 
deep, and war is still the one great domi- 
nating fact of national life. Lone ago it 
wes said by Marcus Aurelius, “ Wouldst 
thou confer upon any country the clouds 
of war, then induce its Government. to 
disarm » Is at not clear that if we are 
to have peace, and that security which is 
essential to the development of our heri- 
tage, we cannot rely either on the League 
of Nations or on ourselves alone? Are 
our resources and our numbers such as 
could 1n any circumstances insure ade- 
quate defence? We must confess frankly 
that they are not. We speak at times 
boastingly—I perhaps have led the van- 
guard, in this. We speak of ourselves as 
a nation, and our claim to be recognised 
as a nation does not rest merely on our 
own claim. For the nations have ad- 
‘mitted us to their councils on a foot- 
ing of equality. We are a nation. But 
let us nor be vainglorious or blown out 
with conceit. We are a nation only by 
Mr, Hughes. 
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‘own affairs,” would they not. be well wi 


the grace of God and the power 
coe aad te But. ous these our | 


‘e ag a hot built upon wee S. 
If the British people asked, “ What is the — 
Empire to us? Will it feed or clothe 
or help us? ‘Let us look to ‘ou 


in their own rights? Why should they 
spend their money to defend us? What 
do they’ gain from us? I do not” 
what do we gain from them, becaus 
cur gain is obvious. They might sa 
‘“ Let us look to ourselves.” A Navy th 
comparably smaller than that required t 
palice this mighty Empire would sufiice 
tox.protect Great Britain itself. But im 
that case what of us*-I speak not of the 
other parts of the Empire but of Aus: 
tralia, which stands as a free nation on 
the foundation of sea power, and on that 
alone. At this Conference our circum: 
stances and those of the whole Empir 
must be placed before the people o 
Great Britain. In these days much 7 
td of hans tant and the pute iF 


Hot in thi country rig hand in all coun. 
tries, and is the natural consequence of 
the reckless but inevitable extravagane 
of the war. If Great Britain chooses 
economize, and commences with 
Navy, iow will it go with us. Wha sh 
we do? 


IT come now to deal more in aati 
the Anglo-Japanese Treaty. This Tr 
would have expired last year, but was 
newed for twelve months, m order” 
there might be an opportunity for its 
consideration, 


Mr. Wartr.—There was ho definite re 
newal. Would it not be correct to 
that it was allowed to continue ? : 


Mr. HUGHES.—It was allowed 
continue; but it will expire. 


Mr. Warr.—lIf notice is given. Bit A 
party may denounce it on the giving of 
certain notice, 


Mr. HUGHES. aie the Treaty i 
renewed, it may be terminated on the ex- 
piration of twelve months’ notice, Bae 
that will be given if it is not renewed. — 
need not dwell on the provisions of 1 
Treaty, because they are sufficiently w 
known to honorable members. In offect fet 
they provide for joint action in the Paci- t 
fic by Great Britain and Japan. What 


a rather! of sbaplaan with our 


road carefully. b 7 
; means to us. is ak Tf we 
e told that there was danger of war, 
‘should naturally ask, from what 
2 2 Who threatens us? We are a 
ving Democracy. Whom have we 
d, or whom do we. ‘threaten ? 
ation less blood guilty than we? 
Eve y citizen of Australia realizes that 
e destiny of this country is to be played 
he mighty stage of the Pacific. 
) erefore, when we speak of war. and 
t a n policy, we speak of foreign policy 
elation to Pacific problems and of war 
it may come out of the East. No man 
eu ean deny that it is a thing more precious 
ot an Tt bies that we should have an alli- 
ance with the greatest Power in the East; 
an who was not a criminal, who 
is not utterly dead to the duty that he 
to his country, would do anything 
the ht involve this country in war. 
S. ten. we are asked what the Treaty 
us, either im its present or 
her acceptable form, we 
, that it means ‘everything, to us. 
¢ should recollect that it is an all- 


‘Eastern uae which has sprung up with- 
e lifetime of honorable members of 
ouse. So, in the face of these facts, 

re asked, are we in favour of a 


| ians who want ee thoes can be 
answer, we are. We must recollect 


ret, On we speak as and 

im not chiding the Australian for so 

ge, since he has much to boast of — 

hat pedestal we stand. We must 

ber that our greatness is due— 
ainly due, at any rate—to our occupancy 
fa pe destal which is not ours at all, but 
sh has been given unto us for a cen- 
ore by Britain. — 


ewed ? What are the difficulties i 
ay? These are the. questions i 
cmnst_ now invite the antes 
ble members. It per- 
known that the Japanese 
1 and an Rati 


As. 


are 


What are the 
of the Anglo-Japanese Treaty ny | 


both of us. 
amity with all the nations of the earth. 
If I know the Australian people, they 


~ cause ‘of. our policy of a White 


tralia. And, as we have seen leh | 


there has 
relations United | ‘St 
Now, 2 


of 


between the 
America and J apan. 


world. What is he ee of ig a d 
What do thinking men everywher 
strive and pray for? Peace on eart 
And how is this to be: 
This is no party question. 
every honorable member aie expre 
himself freely, remembering only that 
every word said here in relation to 0 1er 
nations is one which must be well weighed 
before being uttered. Words of counsel I 
welcome; words of warning. too; but not 
words which, lightly uttered, would make 
a. task that is now sufficiently difficult, 
almost impossible. 
the world? As I see it, it is an allianee, 
an understanding, call ‘it what you, “will, 


between the two great branches. of the 
English-speaking peoples. 


our dilemma. Our interests, our cant 
lies in a renewal of the Anelo- Japanese 


Treaty. Yet that treaty is anathema, to. ‘ 


the Americans. An honorable member at 
my right, who dissents, has his own 
opinion; he may be more intimately ac- 
quainted than myself with the viewpoint 
of the American people; T hope he is. 
We read almost every day of disturbing 
rumours of great navies, the world longing 
for peace resounds with the clanging of 
hammers, fervently building more _ ‘and 


more war ships, and there is rivalry openly 


expressed between those two great nations, 
the United States of America and Japa: 

America has said that she must have 
the greatest navy in the world; that she 
must have a navy sufficiently ‘strong to 
defend herself. To defend herself against 
whom? She has left the world in no 
doubt, 


with America,: but we have no quarrel 
with Japan. 
has hers. There is room in the world for 


We want to live in terms of 


desire with all- their hearts to concen- 


| trate themselves on those domestic prob- 


ea which mean ‘more. to ae people of 


What is the hope of 


Now, here is 


Aes 


or In very little, on this | point, | 
And these things concern and disturb us 
greatly. For we not only have no quarrel 


We have our ideals; J. apan 


s 
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‘the world than anything else. War is a 


curse, and we must do all things within 


our power to endeavour to prevent 11. 
What is the ideal at which we 
are to aim at this Conference, and 
elsewhere, by every means at our dis- 
‘posal? It is, as I see it, a renewal of 
the Anglo-Japanese Treaty in such form 
—modified, if that should be 
proper—as will be acceptable to Britain, 
to America, to Japan, and to ourselves. 
That is the ideal. It may be said that 
is impossible. It may be. I do not 
think so. ‘When one comes to the 
alleged causes of the disputes between 
Japan and America, they appear to be 
trivial compared with the tremendous evil 
which war would inflict upon both nations. 
‘What do the Japanese want? They want 
the right to hold land in America, the 
right of entry for such of their nationals 
as so desire into the United States. 
What is our own attitude? For 
our attitude is very much like that 
of the people of the western States of 
America towards Japan. Indeed, any 
honorable member. who, like myself, has 
been to the western States, will say that 
for all practical purposes we view this 
problem almost eye to eye. What have 
the Japanese to complain of in regard to 
our treatment? First, let me say—speak- 
ing now, as I believe, as the spokesman 
of Australia upon this matter—that we 
desire above all things to live in peace 
and friendship with Ji apan. It is utterly 
wrong for the Japanese people to think 
that because we have passed certain laws 
we regard them as our inferiors. We do 
not. We admire their bravery, their 
‘splendid patriotism. - We stand among 
those who are loudest in admiration of 
their magnificent achievements* for no 
other nation has advanced so far in so 
short a time. But, as I had the honour of 
telling the representative of Japan at the 
Peace Conference, while. we were the 
friends of Japan, and while we considered 
them the equal to ourselves, we do not al- 
ways invite all our friends into our house. 
We have our ideals; they have theirs. 
And I want the Japanese people to under- 
stand clearly that we, the Australian 
people, are anxious to live in peace and 
_ friendship with them. 
complain without reason. Let me remind 
Mr. Hughes, 
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deemed 


any further.” 


If they com- | 
plain of any act of ours, I think they 


Conference. 
them of their laws 
foreigners. jJand — 
in Japan. Unskilled dione a ere et 
reside outside the foreign settlements, ex- 
cept with the permission of the Prefeetual 
Government. For all practical” biped 
the foreign labourer is excluded ; 
under the provision to which I nce pie te, 
alluded, Chinese have been deported from 
Japan. Naturalization is extremely difi- 
cult, if not impossible, in Japan other 
than by marriage with a Japanese person 
Japan reserves her coasting trade for her ~ 
own ships. Our treatment of the Japan ee 
ese will compare quite favorably, 1 
think, with their treatment of foreigne 


in ceneral. We do not plain 
of her treatment -of our ic na 
We say, “Those. are our adeals 


This is our country; J apan is yours. — 
shall treat you with courtesy, Wer 
desire your friendship. We want to me 
trade with you. But we cannot eye i 


ne as denationalizing any J panes 
A Japanese,no matter what he does, ca: = 
not divest himself of his nationality. — 
patriotism. of the Japanese could py 
displayed in ‘any more effective way. ‘The 
admission of Japanese labour, the Figh 
to hold land: These ‘are “the: ‘man 
grounds of the differences of opinion b: 
tween the United States of America an 
Japan. Do honorable members tell m« 
that such matters as these are not © 
able of ‘adjustment by ‘peace-loyi 
nations? Do they not rather tell me that 
it is the bounden duty of Australia to u: 
every means at her disposal to effect such 
a modus vivendi as will secure a renewa 
of the Anglo-Japanese Treaty in a form 
acceptable to Japan and the United 
States of America? Whether she is | 
party to it or not is not material so long” 
as she dees not regard the renewal of it 
as an unfriendly act by Britain directed 
‘against herself. For this is the dilemma 
in which we are placed. While makin: 
‘every effort’to retain the friendship ©: 
Japan we cannot make an enemy of thi 
United States of America. 
Britain. do. so. ir 
barque between Secylla and Charybdis. 
In some way we must attain the cal 
waters of port. That is the Bes | : 


ie ) 


. ae dace pie the matter to the House as 
iW well as I could, and even if I laboured 
aaa greater length I do not think I could 
make it clearer. I hope that honor- 
able members will realize quite clearly 
that, treaty or no treaty, the power of 
the British Navy—whether it be an Imn- 

- perial Navy to which we contribute sub- 
Lee erelly or not—is the foundation of 
our greatness, the greatest assurance of 

rit ae peace of the world,, and must remain. 
: eee that Navy should sink to the level of a 
second-class Power, then no treaty is 
worth the paper it is printed on. Sea- 


_ power is the foundation, not only of our. 


but of our very existence. 

‘Let the teachings of history guide 

‘your feet. Be not deluded by 

J ‘or by vain hopes. There 
ee but one way by which this Empire has 
been built up, and by that way only can 
t be ‘maintained, As for the Anglo- 
Japanese Treaty, if we consider ‘the 
question from the stand-point of 
Australia, and ask ourselves what we have 
0 gain by its renewal, the answer 1s 
lain; we have everything to gain. If 
2 eannot secure a satisfactory treaty, 
hen it is obvious that any adequate 
scheme of naval defence will involve us in 
“much greater expenditure, and this at a. 
ime when our resources are strained to 
@ uttermost. LAs E have outed said, 


recut 


cl say could monn ue uakions 
5, 060,000 of people. 


then, is the position as ,I see it. 
ay be put in a more favorable light; 

I have put it fairly, neither exagger- 
ating the difficulties nor minimizing them. 

I have set them out so that men may see 
( judge for themselves just. where they 
The question of what is adequate 
defence for Ea AeRea mean, of 


_ accept it. 


Can we make suche a 
ee poate with Japan as will he 
acceptable to Britain and America? — 
‘That is the point One might Sasiyee 
6ay more than one should on this 
matter, but I think that 
not to have said less than I have. 


I have endeavoured to put the. issues et 
fairly, and I leave it to honorable mem- 
bers to say whether or not Australia — 


should: be represented at such .a Confer- 
ence. 
—and, so far as I know, all the other 
dominions are to be represented—Aus- — 
tralia has the most to lose and the most 
to gain at that Conference. Canada’s | 
position is different from our own. We 
have a coastline nearly three times as 
great as that of the United States of © 
,America, comparing mainland with > 
Mainland, and, if we add her depended: 


I ‘ought Me 


Re 
ie 


Whatever may be true of Canada i. 


* cies and include our own, the proportion — 


is undisturbed... We are vulnerable on 
every side. Canada’s boundaries, on the 
other hand, extend for 3,000 miles along — 
the great American Republic. 
conceivable that the United States of 
America/should attack Canada. The ut- 
most good feeling prevails between the 
two peoples. Canada is vulnerable on 
only one side, because on the other the 
British Fleet 1s alwavs within a few days 
steaming distance. "We, however, are at 
the extremities of the earth, and nothing 


but a scheme of naval defence adequate to’ 


circumstances of the then existing foreign 
policy, whatever that may be, will suffice. 


If I am asked whether the Common- a 


wealth is to be committed to anything ~ 
done at the Conference, 
frankly that this Parliament will have 
the amplest opportunity of expressing its 
opinion on any scheme of naval defence 
that is decided upon before the scheme 
is ratified. As to the renewal of the 
Treaty with Japan, “this is my attitude, 
and I submit it for the consideration 
of honorable members: [I am 


It is in- | " 


Bo We 


IT say quite one 


Ras si 
ren 


favour of renewing the Treatyin any 


satisfactory to Britain, 
I am prepared — 


form that is 
America, and ourselves. 
to renew it in those circumstances. 
is suggested that the renewal should take — 
a form which would involve the sacrifice 
of those principles which we ourselves’ 
regard as sacred, IT am not prepared to 
In such circumstances, T shall 


bring back the Treaty to this Parliament. 
I think [ have put the situation fairly, 


s 


Tf. it a 


0 


/ 


| Imperial vn) 


cas since ehtak matters have’ sometimes th 


to be settled quickly, I want honorable 


- members to say whether they will give me © 


_ the authoritv I ask for. With regard to 
the expenditure involved in any naval 
scheme, the House will not be committed 
“to the extent of one penny. The scheme 


will be brought before Parliament, and. 


honorable members will be able to discuss, 
and accept or reject it. 
members say that we ought to accept the 


Treaty in any form, whether it involves 


the sacrifice of those principles in which 
we believe or not, J cannot agree; but I 
‘am prepared to agree to anything short of 
that, a 
T have a copy of the mandate given to 
us over German New Guinea and all the 
ex-German places south of the equator, 


excepting Samoa, and, in order to enable. 
the whole matter to be debated, I move— i 


That the paper be printed. 


Mr. Tuvor—lI ask that the debate be 
erence until Wednesday next. The 
“matter is one of great importance, and. 
“such an adjournment would give honor- 
able members an opportunity, before the 
resumption of the debate, to read in Han- 


. sard the speech just delivered by the 


Prime Minister. 

Mr. Hueues—May I ask that some 
other honorable member should also ex- 
press an opinion. I want to get the sense 
of the House as to what should be done. 

Mr. WATT (Balaclava) [4.13].—(By 
leave)—As an individual member, I 
think we ought to support the request 
made by the. Leader of the Opposition 
for the adjournment of the debate. The 
speech made by the Prime Minister (Mr. 
Hughes) has covered a wider and more 
important ground with regard to foreign 
policy than has ever been covered before 
by a Prime Minister of the Common- 

‘wealth. I agree with the warning he has 
issued to honorable members to be tem- 


‘perate in thought and language in the 


discussion of these issues, and in, order 


that we may discuss the question in 


- moderation and temperance, I think the 
adjournment of the debate is essential. 
I have one suggestion to make. TI do not 
think there is an honorable member out- 
side the Government who has read the 
| Anglo Japanese Treaty, and if the 


arrangement made with the British Go-. 
_vernment will permit of at, I suggest 


[REPRESENT 


icaneat 


Tf honorable . 


of Free Trade versus Frovecngn, : 


ter of fact, with the situation as 


Mr. Hueuss —Very walk 
Debate (on motion by, Mr. 
adjourned. 


ates. 


(wide page en on Soot 
GREENE— 3 


That duties of Customs and duties 
cise {vide page 736), first. item, be im 


thambers my anmnton not on ae 


tirtted by the Govamirnbae will yp: 
against the interests of primary p: 
ducers. A number of interjections 
made conveyed some rather 1 
predictions as to my fiscal 
generally, particularly | those | 
honorable member for Barrier 

Considine); and I propose no 
give an outline of that belief. 
shall enunciate the principles — 
hold, and if the honorable me 
have mentioned, or any other h 
member, labels them as Free Tra 
Protectionist principles, that is a: 
which concerns themselves. My 
objection to the Tariff as it affect: 
primary producers is not.so much , 
jection see ee the pohey of sie 


Balsioa. Sond proclaimed — 
Tariff to si pire woulke be § 


in he ae of Protection. “As 

day—with varying standards of livin; 
different countries, with some count 
Free Trade, and some with high a: 
with low Tariffs—it is, in my | 
ca ene in certain cases to ee 
tive duties. The yee of P 


certain beanie on eretion “ the 


wage-earners against the cheap workers 


But where does 


cy. h other countries, 
This 


le primary producer come in? 


it Tariff Bompletely ignores ' his | interests. 


re, many of them, only partial Pro- 
Ooi a 
Mr. Corser.—What about the ied. 
fruit industry ? 
Mr STEWART. Bra is a _ protected 


to it. 
given 


If thie same. Teo con were 
to the other primary producers I 


would not have much more to say against 


the Tariff. 
o Mr. Corser.—The bon industry and 
‘the milk industry are also protected. 
bi Mr. STEWART.—I do not know to 
hat industry the honorable. member 
proposes to refer next, but the prosperity 
of Australia really depends on the meat, 
utter, wool and wheat industries. When 
e War Loans, and subsequently Peace 
woans, were being floated, the appeals 
made to Australia as a whole indicated 
fuite clearly on what, in the Opinion of 
he Government, the welfare of Australia 
s founded. On placards posted through- 
ut the length and breadth of Australia, 
inviting subscriptions, we were not 
shown pictures of factories and smoke 
tacks in the capital cities, but pictures 
a @ flock of sheep, a herd of dairy cows, 
wr a field of growing grain, and stamped 
he them, were the words, “‘ Invest: 


say, quite ee what the: Government had 
n their minds when they spoke of Aus- 
It was primary pro- 


chon that dutine the war- helped to a 
ge extent to finance Australia; and it 


he money from the wheat industry 
L is tiding the country over the pre- 
ear. lg is No doubt: that the 


oh The Tariff 2 aims a, cn at the pri- 
ary producer; if it is going to benefit 
body it will not benefit him. As a 


ter of fact, the burden of this Tariff 


ng to fall on the shoulders of the 
ple who are bes eine the 


Ries a 


gsperit of the. SB ue to 
i t 


Mr. Bunnie: had ee ine. Coun 
ae support the Government | lt 


bealia, ee spall come at If - we 
give ‘protection to manufacturers an 
wage earners in the cities, we deman 
protection for country producers ; 

the crux cof the ene Pei 


iekeis of the geld we sei ” 
them the right to buy their tools of 


Piluce. If it be insisted that primary 
producers shall purchase their means o 

production in protected markets at pro- 
tected prices, we demand for them a pre- — 
tected pr:ce for what they have to sell. We 
hear a cry in this connexion from those 
who are not primary producers, and: 
peculiarly enough it comes from ‘those 
who are Democrats, or who loudly pre- 

claim themselves to be D a 
reprecentatives of the working men of the ie 
country. I have heard it claimed over 

and over again that, when there is a 

great wheat harvest, or if meat or 

any other primary ‘product is plenti- 
ful, it should be cheap. But if any hon- 
orable member on this side were to con 

tend that because human labour is plenti 

ful it should be cheap 


Mr. Tupor.—There are some member 
of the honorable member’s party wh 


advocate the closing up of factories a 


order to make labour’ cheap; they 8 
they wish to smash the workers once and 
for all. ' 


Mr. STEWART.—I ask the honorees e 
member to turn his guns on the indi 
viduals to whom he is referring, and nob 
ae me. | 
» UDOR. —I do not accuse he: hon 
od member : but there are members 
of his party whe to-day are doing nope 
say. 


Mr. STEWART. —If that is: Seeeene 


“and no doubt the honorable member be- 


lieves it to be correct—I can only say I 
do not agree with such a policy, for m 
desire is to have fairness all round. 
know the struggle in which many se 
people are. ae eat T Hee ‘bee: L 
ates Tae: hee AES 


emocrats and | 


T2726 Tariff. 

Mr. Parker Motoney.—The honorable 
member is generally very fair, and I can- 
not see why he should attack the working 
people and not the Government, who are 
responsible for the Tariff. 


Mr. STEWART.—I am not attacking 
the working people, but have in my mind 
certain references that were made last 
night. JI remind the honorable member 
that many of the interjections and sneers 
which come from members of the Oppo- 
sition are fréquently directed to honor- 
able members in this corner, 


Dr. Matonry.—The honorable member 
is attacking the Labour party.- 


Mr. STEWART.—Not so; I am merely 


endeavouring to make it clear to the re- 
presentatives of the working men of this 
country how the primary producers and 
workers in the country are hit by the 
Tariff. 

Dr. Matoney.—Then attack the Go- 
vernment. 

Mr. STEWART.—I do not think that 
-the Government would accuse me of be- 
stowing my blessings on them, particu- 
larly after some of my remarks last 
night. 

Sir JosepH Coox.—Can the honorable 
member suggest a way of making the 
parity complete between protection for the 
primary producer and prose for the 
manufacturer ? 

Mr. STEWART.—In my opinion, there 
is only one way. I do not believe that 
we in Australia can isolate ourselves, -and 
ignore -conditions in other parts* of the 
world; we cannot create an earthly para- 
dise in this great, country of ours. There 
are some in Australia ‘who believe that 
we should export all we can, and import 
nothing; and we occasionally have lead- 
ing articles to that effect in a newspaper 
published in Melbourne. They expect 
other people to buy everything we have to 
sell, but we must not in any circumstances 
purchase from ‘them. They do not seem 
to realize that no country can~ without 
limitation export more than it pports. 
There is such a thing as the balance of 
international trade. 

Mr. Greenr.—Does the honorable mem- 
ber suggests that that balance must neces- 
sarily be in goods? 

Mr. STEWART.—It cannot always be 
_ in money; eventually, it must be in goods 

Mr. Grusnn— What about valuable 
securities as a means of balancing inter- 
national accounts? 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] | 


lee 


Tori ee. 


Mr. STEWART.—In. the final fear 
those valuable securities represent. oods 
in every case. I believe it would be cote 
if the duties upon tools of trade made ae 
within the Empire for use in primary pro- 7% 
duction could be purchased in the mar- 
kets of the world free of duty. The wheat- 
growers, wool-growers, butter: producers, 
and meat raisers are prepared to ee le 
the world’s market rates for their produce — 
if those rates are allowed to prevail in 
Australia in respect of their tools of trade; 
but is it fair to forbid them access to he 
world’s market for the purchase of es 
means of production compelling - them _ 
to pay Protectionist prices for their toois — 
of trade, and at the same time feed the = 
Australian people with primary produ 
at Free Trade prices? My advice to the : 
Committee is to strike out the duties on 
tools of trade used in that industry which — 
hag financed Australia in the past, and 
will always finance it in the future. ~~ 

Mr. Ryan.—Will the honorable member — 
admit that it is necessary to manufacture 
those articles in Australia? 

Mr. STEWART.—I do not advocate _ 
that the whole of our tools of trade should ~ 
be made outside this country. I would ~ 
be content if local manufacturers would 
sell us our tools of trade at the world’s 

rates, but they will not do that. 


Dr. Matonry.—So the honorable mem- 
ber desires to bring down wages, too? 
Mr. STEWART.—I desire to bia 
down the wages of the manufacturer to ~ 
the same level as those of the primey 
producer. . 


Dr. Matonry.—aA_ primary producer - 
was the only man who ever sweated me. 
He thought I was an escaped sailor, and 
offered me 10s. per week. 


Mr. STEWAR®.—That was because: 
he was receiving only Free Trade rates ~ 
for his produce. Has the honorable mem- — ae | 
ber ever considered what would be the “ 
prices of wheat, butter, and meat if the 0 
primary producers worked only eight — 
hours per day, observed all holidays, re- — a 
ceived double pay for Sundays and ae, 7 


‘days, and had annual holidays as all other 


sections of the community” have, and ~ 
should have? Under those conditions Pat 
wonder what the price of a 4-Ib. loaf would see 
Pe Le 

Dr. Matonry.—If the honorable mem~ 
ber had his way it would be about a 


er eae = by 


. vital to the primary producers. 


at. eae STEWART ae ‘Be Bindi’ pro- 

ducer based the price of what he sells on 
the same basis as that used by the manu- 
facturer in respect of his product the price - 


of the loaf would be 2s. This question is 
If they 
are to be compelled to purchase within 
Australia tools of trade at prices far ex- 
ceeding the world’s rates, if this Com- 
mittee forces this 
‘the form 
there » 


in which 
can be no 


it ‘is drafted, 
alternative for 


; > the primary producer but to organize 


ip 


and fix the prices of his products 
in Australia, not at the export parity, 
as at present, but at the import parity. 


’ The policy I advocate is that the duties 
-. upon the tools of trade should be struck 
 off—allow us to purchase in the world’s 

markets tools made within the Empire, : 


ie and I shall be prepared to sell my 


it from the corner benches. 


primary products ‘at export parity. But 
‘if you deny us the right to go into the 
‘world’s markets for the purchase of the 
‘Means of production, and yet compel 
us to sell our products at Free Trade 
rates, you are asking of us something 
you have no right to ask, and something 


nk Which we will not do. 


Mr. FENTON eens). [4.38]. 


ce with all due respect to honorable 
members of the Country party, I say, 
from my knowledge of a great number 


‘of the farmers in Victoria, at any rate, 
that they do not agree with the fiscal 
Views which have been expressed by the 
two honorable members who have spoken 
Amongst the 


nea strongest Protectionists in regard to agri- 


cultural machinery and other articles are 


- men who belong to the farming com- 
_. munity. Apparently the honorable mem- 
_ ber for Swan (Mr. Prowse) and the hon- 


orable member for Wimmera (Mr. 
Stewart) have a very serious grievance 
“against the Australian manufacturers of 


at agricultural machinery because of the 
_ high prices which they charge to the 


_ primary producer. The farmers have 


x ne shown in other directions a. means of 
_ coping with those people who they say 


have acted to the detriment of their in- 
terests. | Everywhere throughout the 
ommonwealth, both im_ respect of 


‘ primary production and the sale of “pro- 


ducts from the land, great co-operative 


ay s ‘movements are afoot, which have saved 
‘to. the producers millions of pounds by 
‘satin them. to conduct their own busi- 


Tariff through in 


“quarterly summary of 


‘ness in their ¢ own way. Therefore, a sug- | 


gest. to the honorable member for Swan , 
that if the primary producers are:in ‘the 
dire straits which he hag mentioned on — 


account of being fleeced by the manufac- - 


turer of agricultural implements, there ~ 
is an easy way out of the difficulty 
There are in Australia the men who can 
manufacture for them the implements — 
they require of a quality equal, if not 
superior, to that of the implements which 
come from abroad. If they are not satis- 
fied with the present manufacturers of — 
implements, let them start factories of — 
their own, and supply their own require- — 
ments. They can in that way redress — 


their grievances without trying to wreck — 


a great National policy which, notwith- — 
standing the protests from the members _ 
of the Corner party, is beneficial to the 
primary producers in common with the 
rest of the population. From the 
statistics dated 
March, 1920, I find that the number of 

factories in Australia is 15,421; the num-— 
ber of employees in those factories, — 
328,049; the wages paid, £38,379,000; 

the total value of the output, 
£225,000,000; and the value of goods in 
the process of manufacture, £79,500. If 
the policy advocated by honorable mem- 
bers of the Country party were carried — 
into effect, it would. be comparatively iN 
easy to close ‘a large number of those — 
factories, and thus throw a large number — 
of people out of employment. The hon- — 
orable member for Wimmera (Mr. _ 
Stewart) knows as well as does any other . 
man that once we break down our pro- — 
tective wall, and allow the importer to — 
compete successfully with the local manu- ~ 
facturer, the wealthy combines in other ui 
parts of the Empire will, for a time, sell 
agricultural implements below cost in — 
order to wipe out the local industry, and. ‘ 
when they have achieved their purpose, — 
God help the farmers, for they will then — 
be charged “through the nose,’? and : 
made to pay. for the losses which the 
oversea manufacturer has sustained in 
knocking his local rivals out of the mar- 

ket. That is the position in which the 

honorable member and those associated 

with him will find themselves if they suc- 

ceed in tearing down the Tariff wall 
which has been raised for the protection 
of the Australian manufacturer. I am 
not here to advocate the claim of the 


manufacturer. The fiscal Eee of the he 


Labour party is New Protection, which t 


aims at protecting the manufacturer at 
the port, the worker in the factory, and 
the consumer who buys the article. If 

‘the honorable member for Wimmera 


_ wishes to secure a true and lasting Pro- 
tection, he should advocate, 


instead of 
- the removal of the Tariff wall, an amend- 
ment of the Constitution which would 
give this Parliament more definite powers 
to deal with the manufacturer, so that 
he may not fleece his customers. The 
High Court has ruled against that power 
_ on the ground of its unconstitutionality, 
but I believe that if the Ministry had 
any backbone, they could test that deci- 
sion, when it would be found that this 

Parliament has power to fix the price of 
articles in the factory. That is a means of 
‘yedress that will be more lasting and less 
dangerous than the wrecking of the Na- 
tional Protection policy of ‘this country. 
Can any honorable member name a na- 
tion that, during recent generations, has 
made forward strides by adopting an ab- 
solutely Free Trade policy? As a matter 
of fact, with the exception of China, 
there is no really Free Trade country in 
the world. Canada and the United 
States of America have shown marked 
improvement since they adopted the 
pulicy of Protection. | Therefore, I 
would ask my friends opposite not to be 
0 persistent in their effort to bring about 
in this Tariff that which -in the long 
run would cause injury to themselves. I 
spent my early life on a farm. At that 
time the farmer used a reaping machine. 
One man was required to drive the horses, 
aid another was employed at the back of 


the machine tipping the corn off Ae 


board. Following the reaper same a 
long list of binders to bind the corn into 
sheaves and pile them. in stooks. © Then 
others were needed to cart the sheaves 
from the stooks to the stacks. 
wards. the thresher with his threshing 
machine and his fifteen or ‘twenty em- 
_ployees proceeded to turn the corn into a 
: dahl state. The whole process 
- Was a most expensive one. What hap- 
pens to-day? With a good team of © 
horses and a good harvester the whole 
_ of the work is done in one operation. 
} Compared with thirty years ago, farming 
_ operations can be. carried oie ten times 
vas cheaply, and this is largely owing to 
ee fact that the esata told ss a Hoel 
Mr. Menton, 


: [REPRESENTA’ IVES.) Tariff. 


After- 


Shee: the Poems to carry out 
operations in so simple a fashion a 
such a reduced cost. Surely’ the 
are not always to be regarded as enez 
of the farmers? Surely those who he 
invented agricultural implements a 
improved them have done as much 
primary production as have the me 
have sown the grain and reaped ; 


ne overcharging the farmers he D ha 
their machines, but there is, a met 
by which that can be done. B 
amendment of the Constitution 

{his Parliament should be givel 
right to protect the worker as 
as the manufacturer by putes 
practice the new | Protection 
which is a plank in the Labour plat 

Apart from my earlier experience 
have pile ae farmers ware 


bad up as a sbout Bree steed BS. 
letting him go for some time, I 
As Yun have sons?” He said, “ 
and told me he bad four. «ie 


for some die ooeN OAH : 
you intend to carry out your Free | 
policy, which means practically ¥ 
one by Savas) a indaaea , 


sons employed in various Tactorieaaed 
could go into the Paneane a 


The Se oahls all me eons. 
ask them one question, ‘ 


Yon. are » farmers’ sons?” | up would £0 


: boy, ead to iis Agee Jag fs ‘am rae cut out 
for this game, I do not wish to be a 
farmer. I prefer to be a blacksmith, 
because T think I would be : a Bree, black- 
smith.’ ip 

es ‘Gurson.—Yes, because it is easier 


Me FENTON. —It is not easier ok 
iioss. sweat drops fall from the black- 
smith than from the farmer. But hon- 

-orable. members know that these are the 
facts. Do they propose to close up all 
the avenues of employment for these far- 
“mers’ sons, who, if left on the farms, 
might make an awful mess of the ealling, 
a might make a great success in life if 
allowed to follow their natural bents and 
become blacksmiths, carpenters, and so 
on? Divers'ty of employment and variety 
_ of occupation are the outstanding features 
of nations that have made strides i in his- 
tory or become important. from an in- 


dustrial point of view. I did not remain 


on the farm. My mother apprenticed me 
ie a trade; but when I had served my 
time I was obliged to come to the city 
to follow my calling. I would have pre- 
ae to remain near my people, and I 
Me asked to be given a journeyman’s wage; 
but my employer said, “No; we will 
strug ggle on for a time, and put two boys 
ie your place.” ‘Some farmers’ sons have 
no possible chance of settling in country 
me districts. Of course, I recognise that one 
‘ of the great evils of Australia is the fact 
; ~ that there is too great a concentration in 
our cap! ital cities, and as long as I re- 
‘main in this House I shall assist the hon- 
-orable member. for Cowper (Dr. Earle 
_ Page) and others in endeavouring to pro- 
fae every facility that will induce people 
to remain on the land. But honorable 
_ members sitting in fhe corner are on the 
“wrong track if they seek to do this by 
~ pulling down the Tariff wall. Those who 
desire to see the industries of Australia 
reduced to ashes are a menace to the 
1 iene.” ‘It is all very well to talk about 
purchasing agricultural implements with- 
ne British Empire, 
s party could induce the Govern- 


m a t to accede to their request and re- 


would | be great Bipicine ae? the farm- 
Le, ae ek ye ne 


opposition has been knocked out, 


but if the Far- 


duce the protective duty on some of the 
im pifdants. they wish to purchase, there 
uld b manufacturers | nage 


bake ie could. very soon heh ihe 
Australian manufacturer, and then start 
out upon, a splendid expedition — with 


the object of fleecing 
producers of Australia. .1 know some — 
of these men who. pose. as friends ae 
of the primary producers. They have 
been quite prepared to sell their im- 
plements to the farmers at a loss until 


the primar 


then up has gone the price. What did 
we pay for our reapers and binders be- 
fore a duty was imposed? The Cana- © 
dian firms and some English manufac- 
turers had then a practical monopoly of 
the sale of these implements in Australia, — 
and made farmers here pay through the 
nose for them. But their prices speedily — 
came down when ‘local manufacturers 
commenced. operations. I warn the 
farmers’ representatives in this House 


that what they are seeking to do will be ; ‘i 


ona detrimental to the interests of the 
people they represent, because 1f we close 
up these avenues of employment to the 
large numbers of young people in the 
country districts who are not prepared — 
to become farmers, we shall be doing 
something very disastrous to the com- 
munity generally. Does the honorable 
member for Cowper believe that there is 
any better customer for the Australian 
farmer than the Australian himself? 
The hundreds of thousands of people em- 
ployed in the factories are the very 
best customers the farmers could. have, 
and .the better wage they are paid 
the more money they have to spend on 
purchasing what the farmer produces. 
If, on the other hand, they are thrown 
out of employment through the closing : 
up of industries, they must seek work in _ 
some other country. No better induce- 
ment could be gieced to them to leave 
Australia. The best inducement to offer — 
to people to come here, or to stay here, 
is to provide them with remunerative 
employment. But that cannot be done 
if our industries are closed up. — 
Mr. Gisson.—To what industries does 
a eee member refer? | a 
FENTON.—I am referring par ar 
Miso n to the manufacture of oe | 
tural implements. _ | 
Mr. Gisson,—How did the Australian a 
Gaerne 19 


the old Tariff ? 
fines business in Australia. 


ng the years of the war there was very 
ttle coming here from outside Australia. 
Dr. Earte Pacr.—But during that 
‘same period the Australian manufac- 
turers | established themselves in the Ar- 
. gentine trade. . 
Mr. FENTON. ay hope that the new 
Leader of the Farmers’ party will have. 
mye facts better than that. The Austra- 
_ ban manufacturers of agricultural imple- 
‘ _ ments have been established in the Ar- 
neestins, irade for the last ten or fifteen 
- years. 
Dr. Fare Pacz.—Is the price of agri- 
2 - cultural ‘machinery fair at the present 
time? — 
ae. FENTON. —I do not say that it 
, but the policy of the Labour party 
dee sagt rotect, not only the manufacturer, 
but. also the worker and the consumer. 
‘tite: honorable member for Cowper is a 
a _ very strong advocate for the amendment 
of the Commonwealth Constitution Act. 


rc HaRLE Pace.—That is so. — 
Mr. FENTON. —Therein lies a 
ie for the producers. Iset the 


(oath give the Commonwealth Parlia-- 


ment the power to deal with those per-_ 


- sons who charge excessive prices for agri- 

cultural implements or anything else, and 
_ they will have done‘their duty by the 
> producers. 

Mr. Consipinp.—What is the price in 
- America for Australian-made harvesters | 
in comparison with the price paid here? 

Mr. FENTON.—I think ip 18 very, 
ae higher. 

‘Mr. James Pace—A lot less. 


Mr. FENTON. —Then it has canes 
are very recently. 


Mr. _Consipins .—They cost about 7 
there. ) 


Mr. FENTON. — - They cannot Ne 
lous eht for that price. ' 


Ma. Austin COnarman. —Are you cer- 


tain. that the American prices are not 
much lower than the Australian prices? 


Mr FENTON.—I am pretty certain. 
that they are higher. The war taught us" 
y lessons, ange before all, that we 
e not a self-contained community. 
: suffered Laden we had to rely so. 
nm Therefore, 
1S NOW to set t ourselves to mal 


~ 


They tae up p the ‘ 
. FENTON. Cot suppose that dur- 


for the manufacture in pre x 


‘say about the price of wheat? 


been a steady level price for a n 


present season, and perhaps 3 


: wheat could be imported Ee less the 
per bushel? pet 


oh | 


ee mlablee rons 
which would bring into. “ 


et facto 


eed: tae we require. 
done, not only shouid we not have : m 
or 2 woman unem ployed, but we shop 
have to increase our population. | 

‘Dr. Earte P.ace.—Every one 
then be living in the cities, 

Mr. FENTON.—No. 
woollen mills are being 1 
provincial centres, and turn — 
material at hand into the finishe 
Mr. Austin Cuarpman.—Wha 


Mr. FEN es Had the true 


the price RA ae beige pase 
bushel for one season, there Wo 
years, That would have assisted 
tion. ge 
Mr. Gipson. What pried a 
: a FEN TON If for five ° year 


with a eave os Is. per tiie 


bushel next year. If you pi 
producers a consistent and p 
market over a series of years, 
thera what they need. Rag 

Mr. Austin ‘Cuarman.—The 
the land should not have to ¢ 
baby all the time. i 


Mr. Grsson.—What Sai appen 


Mr. FENTON. —The tann et 
titled to fair wages just as any other 
is, and if the price of wheat were 4 
at. 6s. ay bushel, there pees be no. 


at any rae ae 
Mr. Greson. ae cats pa 
| Mr. FENTON.—Who pays t 
price! is 
‘Mr. Grsson.—Not the: lovernmé it 
a are —A country verfl 


oN their fiscal views. 


‘ ania ie erilin ees ae 75 per 
cent. of that importation could be made 
locally out of our own raw, materials. 
Yet members of the Country party are 
prepared .to tear down. our low Tariff 

2S aie oa 

Mr. Austin Cuarman. ee them. 

Mr. FENTON.—The honorable mem- 
ae for Swan (Mr. Prowse) aud the hon- 
orable member. for Wimmera (Mr. 
_ Stewart) have in this debate declared 

The merits of Protec- 
tion are beyond controversy; and I am 
surprised that there should be in politics 
men who have the audacity to advocate 
_ for this community any measure of Free 

Trade. 

Dr. Earte Pace. La as one has ones so. 

Mr. FENTON.—You are revenue-duty 
“men, moderate Protectionists, or moderate 
Free Traders; mere rail-sitters. 

Mr. Jamus Pace. —They wish to pre- 
vent the manufacturers from robbing the 


Pere _ country. 


Com 


Mr. FENTON.—Has any section of 


the community been more spoon-fed than 


the primary producers? ¢@ 
Mr. James Pace.—Those in Western 


: Queensland have not been spoon-fed. 


rae 


OS La, : 
"ie tA 
‘ rae * , “Dr. 


ees i s 


Mr. FENTON.—I know that in Vic- 
toria money has been expended freely in 
teaching and helping the man on the 
- jand. : 

Mr. James Pacr.—He is the isiektions 
of the country. 

Mr. FENTON.—1I do not pe that. 

JI wish to see the primary producers in- 


Hy - greased ; but when it is contended that 


“nothing has been done fer them, I say 


_ that many primary industries would not 


have come into ‘existence had they not 
been fostered by bonuses. The butter 
_ industry ‘is an example. We have also 
done much for our farmers by our ex- 
_ periments in regard to wheat. 


EARLE Pace. —The late Mr. 
Farrar did more in that direction than 


2 # any one else. 


Mr. FENTON. he, Aer in okoria: 


: 3 1} bes also done good work. He has bred 


a many a wheat that has become a stan-’ 


— dard. If you, Mr. Chairman, could speak 
ene ‘this debate we should doubtless hear 
much from you as to the way in which 
A the producers of the Riverina district 
have benefited a our ee ee 


Tariff. iil oe 

ea and State Goverment 
have stood by the primary producers as 
much as, if not more than, by any other 
section of the community. To say that 
nothing has been done for the primary 
producers is to deny the facts of history. 
But our farmers’ sons need employment, 
and some of them wish to enter occupa- 
tions different from that of their fathers 
and brothers. Would you deny them the 
opportunity to do so? The men in fac- 
tories in the capitals and provincial 
centres are the customers of the primary 
producers, and local customers are always 
the best. The more workmen we have in 
our factories the greater the local con- 
sumption of primary produce. Yet some _ 
would, at one fell swoop, destroy factories 


_ that provide a great deal of employment. - 


Dre Hartz Pace—No one has sug- 


gested such a thing. 


Mr. FENTON.—If you take off the 
duty on_agricultural implements you de- — 
stroy the agricultural implement making 
industry. a 

Mr. Austin Cuapman,—And if you~ 
make these implements too dear you ruin 
the farmers. . 

Mr. FENTON.—I. have my own 
method for bringing to book manufac 
turers who charge too much. cy 

Dr. Eartz Pagu.—The Constitution ne 
will not permit that method to be used. 

Mr. FENTON.—There is nothing to — 
prevent the primary producers from mak- 
ing their own agricultural implements. —_ 

Dr. Earte Pace.—Why not deal with ~ 
the amendment of the Constitution tet 
the Tariff ? a 

Mr, FENTON .—TI am prepared to join ve 
with the honorable member next week in ~ 
securing an amendment of the Constitu- 
tion without waiting for a Convention. 
It is Parliament that should be responsible 
for the submission of amendments to the 
people. The calling of a Convention will 
mean delay and expense. Protection has 


. done a great deal for this country. I do 


not defend those who in a sensé rob the ~ 
producers, but I*do not admit that the 
man on the land is the only producer. 
The man who helps to make agricultural . 
implements for the farmer is as much a 
producer as the farmer himself, and en- 
titled to protection. The war showed that x 
Australia should be as nearly as possible 
self-contained. Yet there are people who 
have not ieaeued this lesson, and who * 


' Flinders-lane. 


: : Peri 


end pull away the props of our ane | 


tries. They would have within the 
es an open market for agricultural 
- implements. That would mean the 
destruction of an Australian industry. 


and, subsequently, our producers would 


Importers have never 
sold their goods cheaply until they 
have had to face the competition 
of local manufacturers. The  hon- 
orable member for Wimmera made a 
gong about the Labour party. being allied 


; ifer for? at, 


- with the manufacturing capitalists; but 


the honorable member’s party are asso- 
_@iated with the worst profiteers that the 
country has known—the importers of 
They wish to knock down 
the Tariff wall, and to import from cheap 
labour countries. If any one goes into 
a Flinders-lane warehouse and seeks to 


buy an imported English tweed and a 


tweed manufactured in Australia, the 
quality of each being the same, the im- 
ported article will be found to be’ shill 
ings dearer. The importer fleeces the 
purchaser, and so will the importer of 
agricultural implements, given the op- 
portunity, also fleece buyers; and I 
would say, “A jolly good job if the man 
on the land is fleeced, seeing that his 
‘representatives here are desirous of 
wiping out his only means of protection.” 
Tf the farmers’ representatives are going 
to pull down the Tariff wall they will be 
associating themselves with a set of men 
who,are among the greatest profiteers in 
this, country, namely, the importers of 
Flinders-lane. Those people want to do 
just what the honorable member for Swan 
and the honorable member for Wimmera 
are desirous of bringing about. I express 
the confident opinion that this House,*in- 
cluding some of ithe one-time Free 
‘Traders, would have too much sense, in 
view of ‘the experience of the war period, 
at any rate, to think of wiping out our 
protective ates: We are going to pro- 
tect the farmers, but not in the way that 
those of their representatives here who 
have so far expressed themselves would 
do. 1 stand to-day, as I did at the time 
wet. my election in 1910, as a New Pro- 
-tectionist: I would protect the manufac- 
turer at the port, the worker at the shop, 
Peg I would protect the consumer. There, 
only one way in which to do that. if 
_Inlere, in the light of the recent all-im- 
Ms ovata 
ay 


be shown now that we cannot, th 


‘implements. 
up a Tariff for the protection o 
_tralta which will be conducive to 


we utd do so under the reccaity : 
our. " Constitution. - ane we were to. 


existing Constitution. the 
cent decision of the Hap Cites we ¢ 
not think that we could give | relief 
such a manner. And, even if its 


stitution should be amended and 
mer protected against fleecing im] 
of his implements. It is about 
that some of the farmers outside, w. 
staunch Protectionists, were made 
of what their representatives in 
Chamber are now seeking ito do. 
Mr. Prowsz.—The honorable mem! 
does not “cut any ice” with them. 
Mr. FENTON.—The honorable 
ber for Swan (Mr. Prowse) is so | 
that all he does is to dance a jig” 
grain of wheat, and there he ‘stick 
the time. He can go and see no ft 
T assure him that there are other 
iries in the lahd beside that of 
growing. I am as much intereste 
is the honorable member in securi 
the farmer agricultural impleme 
reasonable prices, and in seeing tha 
duction in Australia is increased 
I fail to see that his panacea will reli 
the situation at all. He would 0 
make it worse. Instead of keeping th 
people in the country, his ideas, if th 
were given force, would have the 
opposite effect.. They would close 
factories and make Australia depen 
on outside sources for supplies. 
fresh great crisis were to Cen 


ber made a great yng: of th 

“home.” I look at that word, and a 
means from the point of view botl 
the primary ee of ee secondary a 
ducer. 


as es a primary yori as ae 
who grows wheat with the aid o 
I trust that we shall 


firmer establishment of existing 
tries and P ue wide pela hid n 


: ty 
‘sity of Bhs sources a ae tg ee a 
‘ae bee of its industries; a land wherein 
every section shall thrive, as they have 
done in nearly all the leading countries 
| of the world where the ay, of Protec- 
tion hag prevailed. — 


a as Dr, EARLE PAGE (Cowper) [5. 24]. — 
: au have been interested in witnessing the 
burning to ashes of the various industries 
. f Australia by the honorable member who 
1as just resumed his seat. I have listened 
with interest to his charge that the party 
to which I have the honour to belong. de- 
sires to destroy Australian manufactures. 
a ied the outset, on behalf of my party, I 
_ give. emphatic denial to such an accusa- 
tion. Whatever opposition may be shown 
iu members of this party to the imposi- 
tion of the Tariff, it will not be with the 
intention of putting any of the workmen 
of Australia out of employment. Such 
opposition will be demonstrated, rather, 
against political pressure being brought 
ae as bear in behalf of certain vested interests 
‘in order to continually bump up prices 
against the best interests of the com- 
munity at large. Here, I wish to say that 
if any manufacturer of any kind of im- 
» plement, whether for agricultural use or 
_ otherwise, cared to bring before us indis- 
_ putable proof, and were to lay his books 
open for confidential inspection in. sup- 


oe certain degree, at any rate, was neces- 
sary to the welfare of his industry, this 
party would be most willing to assist in 
according such a degree of Protection as 
would enable him satisfactorily to carry 
- on. There are certain lines of duties 
_ which, while they were previously fixed 
at specific sums, have now become ad 
“valorem; they are either ad valorem 
“straight Out.) or’ alternatively, 
is the higher. it 


should not 


_ difference between an ad valorem duty im- 
osed in 1914, or in 1911, or 1908, and an 
ie ad valorem duty fixed at the present time. 
_ That difference les in the fact that the 
rchasing power of money to-day has 
eragisly decreased. The unit figure at 
time would be something over 200, 
it would hive been 100. pebont five 


and that it would diyersify and oxiend 


port of his claim that Protection, up to 


which- 


er 
he forgotten that ee is a remarkable » 


ence follogine upon all 


great war 

we are on the eve of a slump; but. 
this will be an unprecedented slump . 
so far as concerns the price of: Tawi 


materials. The depression is bound to 
last for three or four years at least; and. 
while it continues, the people of Australia 
will be burdened, if the present Tariff i 
continued, with rates of duty which, upon 
the ad valorem scale as it now stands, will 
prove doubly hard, J was much struck, 
when perusing the speech of the Minister 
for Trade and Customs (Mr. Greene) 
to notice certain terms, first, as they wer 
used by the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) 
in his Bendigo speech with regard to the 
introduction of the Tariff, and the general 
terms employed by the Minister for Trade 
and Customs himself. It is remarkable 
that Mr. Hughes said the Tariff would ~ 
prove satisfactgry to the manufacturers of 
the Commonwealth; that it would protect 
industries born during the war, while en- 
couraging others Wick were desirable; 


existing ones. There was no mention, 
however, of the oldest industry of all, 
namely, the agricultural industry, © — 


Mr. Greenz.— The honorable one 
ber cannot say that as regards a 
speech. 


Dr. EARLE PAGE.—I will deat os 
sequently with the matter of the amount 
of incentive offered to primary industrie 
by this Tariff. Years ago, when the fich 
occurred between Free Trade and Pro 
tection in England, the struggle was not 
over the Protection of manufactures, bu 
was waged upon the principle of Protee- 
tion or Free Trade as applied to primar 
products. It is strange to-day that, in 
an Australian Protective Tariff there 
should be no mention of anything except 
manufactures. We have in this country — 
some industries which are not productive ‘ 
of quite sufficient to meet our require-— 
ments, and we import what is necessary 
to fill those needs. These industries re- 
quire assistance to enable them to carry 
on adequately. At the proper time, I 
will deal with the measure of Protection — 
which I maintain should be meted out 
in. such circumstances. The Tariff should 


7280 Tariff. 
be an instrument of government to apply 
equally all round,“and which should en- 
courage both primary and secondary in- 

. dustries. It is the encouragement of 
primary industries that is most essential 
of all, because, without the production of 
raw material, there can be no secondary 
industries established. Under present 
conditions, the various Tariffs which have 
been imposed in the Commonwealth have 
not succeeded in doing this. Of them- 
selves, duties imposed thereunder are, ap- 
parently, not sulticient, because there 1s a 
continual exodus from the country to the 
cities. Production in the country has 
actually decreased in the past ten years, 
as regards primary production, to the ex- 
tent of some 15 per cent. 

What is necessary in addition can be 
ilfistrated with regard to copper, which 
is practically a primary product and basis 
for other manufactures. * We produce 
something like 40,000 tons per annum, but 
only about one-tenth of this is absorbed 
by Commonwealth industries. The sur- 
plus is exported. : i) 

Mr. Gremne.—We used to send it to 
Germany, and get it back in a manufac- 
tured state. 

Dr. EARLE PAGE.—That is so. I 
propose to show how the duty on the 
initial product operates against manufac- 
turers while being of little use to itself 
in the secondary industries in which 
copper is employed. To those engaged in 
drawing copper into tube, wire making, 
and so forth, we give a certain measure of 
Protection, say 25 per cent.; but by rea- 
son of the fact that we add 10 per cent. 
to the price of the copper they have to 
use—although producers of copper tell 
me that they really do not need a duty 
because the bulk of the product has to be 


exported—we lessen to that extent the 


Protection against foreign manufactures 
from the basic product of the secondary 
manufactures, making it practically only 
15 per cent. The producer of copper 
here gets the world’s parity, plus 10 per 
cent. 

Mr. Hector Lamonp.—I think the 
honorable member is wrong in suggesting 
that the local producer gets 10 per cent. 

-above world’s parity. 


Dr. EARLE PAGE.—He gets the 


additional 10 per cent. represented by 
the duty, and adds freight and other 
costs. I only instance this item as show- 
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three or four years ago he proceeded to fix 


~ House. 
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Tariff. 


ing clearly that the mere imposition — 
a duty is not the only means. of en 
couraging an industry, and_ especially 
primary industries of the character I 
have mentioned. I am not speaking im 
a narrow sense, nor has any honorable 
member of our party done so, in asking — 
for the removal or reduction of duties on 
tools of trade and agricultural imple- 
ments, ‘ieee 

Mr. Greene.—-Thé honorable member 
thinks that the tools of trade of all in- 
dustries should be free of duty? = 

Dr. EARLE PAGE.—We think that, 
in many instances, they should be free in 
order to assist and encourage the estab- 
lishment of industries here. There must 
then be methods of encouraging primary 
industries, and especially the agricultural — 
and pastoral industries, other than by © 
the imposition of protective duties. 
Such industries may be assisted by means 
of bonuses, not necessarily in cash, but 
in the form of substantial facilities which 
will enable their production to be im- 
creased. The Minister, in introducing ; 
the Tariff, spoke of subdividing into small — 
blocks land 40 or 50 miles from ~ 
a railway line, and making it produc- 
tive; but no one knows better than he 
dees that it would be useless to sub- © 
divide land so situated, and try to make 
it productive, without providing faci- 
lities to carry its produce to market. 
It is interesting to note that while t: : 


Tariff provides for bonuses or duties 

encourage the production of pig iron, it 
does not provide for bonuses or duties to 
encourage the production of pigs. 


Mr. Greene.—There is a duty on 
bacon. re 
Dr. EARLE PAGE.—That may be; 


but when there is a shortage of bacon, no — 
Ministry has courage to enforce it. Some — 
time ago the honorable gentleman, when ~ 
Minister in charge of price fixing, took 
action to encourage the production of 
carbide, and spoke rightly of the en- 
couragement of natural industries; yet 


the price of beef. If there is one thing 
more than another that has discouraged — 
primary industry in Australia, it is price — 
fixing. We have to-day a Protectionist — 
Both the Nationalist party and 
the Labour party went to the country on 
a straight-out high Protective policy, and 
something like twelve months ago the Go- 
vernment brought in this Tariff, which 


eg a 


x as undoubtedly Elasihio not so Uaheh: to 
rovide Protection. ee to secure revenue. 


i! made- high, so that they could stand re- 
duction, in the belief that during the 
necessarily long time that would elapse 
before they could be discussed, and finally 
dealt with, they would yield a very mee 
amount of revenue. That, no doubt, 
good business from the point: of view of 
the Government. In this admittedly Pro- 
tectionist House we have a .continuous 
clamour on the part of the Labour party 
for high duties, and at the same time for 
ee bread. Honorable members oppo- 
_ site are anxious for the imposition of high 
duties which will enable big revenues to 
be collected. ‘They appreciate the fact 
‘that if local manufacturers, as the result 
of the Protection afforded them, increase 
nee prices to just below those at which 
ota ean be undersold by the importers, 
the general public—not Pei! the. pri- 

__ mary producers, but the people as a whole 
—will be at a loss to know where to look 
_ for the actual cause of high prices. Pitt, 

_ something like 150 years ago, pointed out 
that by means of indirect taxation it was 
possible to tax the coat off a man’s back 
“without his being conscious of it. And 
that is what is happening under this 
Tariff, A man so taxed wonders what is 

: responsible for high prices, and does not 

“4 know who to blame. Yet the same mem- 

bers object : to pay world’s Bprity for food- 

- stuffs. 

_ Lagree with the Minister for Trade and 

Customs that in order to enable real en- 

‘couragement to be given our primary in- 

dustries the Commonwealth Parliament 

must be given additional powers. It 
should have, for instance, power so to con- 

_ trol primary industries as to encourage 

_ and increase them. .One of the first steps 

: to be taken with that object in view is 

te: Cotas of liberalizing the conditions under 
which our rural dwellers live. Especially 


_ should we liberalize their postal, tele- 
“ \ oe oh, telephone, power, and _ trans- 
of port: facilities. There is also open 
BS to the Government a splendid op- 
: _ portunity to encourage and _ increase 
Cigar primary industries by -hberaliz- 


ing the systems upder which the perish- 


Be able products of the farmer can be trans- 


formed into imperishable products capable 
of being retained for a relatively long 
time. and so rendered independent of 
ig ogee Nnateies By the conversion of 


‘he duties in this Tariff were purposely 


irrefutable proof that it is practically — 


into pl aeoeey: our Aci into 


flour or starch, and the canning of our — 
fruits we would render such products — 
practically imperishable. In this way 
many perishable products could be 
made fit for use even twelve or 
eighteen months after production; 
the market prices of the product 
would be stabilized, and ultimately the 
consumer also would be helped, since 

the waste which follows every glut at the 

present time would be avoided. Every - 
one knows, for instance, what occurs when - 

we have a good season for potatces, In — 
the Clarence River district this season, — 
owing to the want of such facilities many _ 
farmers with 50 or 60 acres of potatoes — 

to market had to send to their commission — 
agents some £50 or £60 to make good the 


aaa losses on sales caused by the neces- _- ; 
sity for dumping the Dee ned article into ay 


the sea. 
Mr. 


to arrange things that there would be 
more people in Australia to eat our pota- 


toes, rendering it unnecessary to convert 


them into starch. pee 
Dr. EARLE PAGE.—That is one of © 
the objects I have in view; but I do not 


think that any rapid inerease in the a 


population of Australia is possible while — 
our Constitution remains as it is, and €6- 
pecially while we have our present un- 
wieldly States. 

Mr. Greenr.—With that we all agree, ey 
but it does not touch the question which - oe 
asked the ‘honorable member. . : 

Dr. EARLE PAGE.—TI hope to give. 


impossible by means of a Tariff alone 


such as this to establish rural indus 
All that we can do under pre- 
sent conditions of constitution and size of 
States by means of such Tariffs is to con--— 
tinually increase the population of the 
big capital cities, where the living condi- 
‘tions are rapidly becoming worse and’ 
worse; where the health of the children 


tries. 


ig deteriorating, and where their chance _ 
of becoming physically strong is becoming 
less and less, while at the same time people __ 
are fleeing from the country districts as 
from a land of desolation. The power to 
overcome that undesirable state of affairs — 
is largely in the hands of the Federal Go- ~ 
vernment itself, i 
by which our primary industries can be — 
assisted. We can assist them by the en- 
-couragement of Pools to dispose of their One 


GREENE.—Does not the honorable! Le 
member think that it would be better so 


There are many ways — 
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oS products. | ‘The Minister deserves the 


thanks of the community, and especially 
of the producers of butter, for the efforts 
he has made to secure the co-operative 
- pooling and handling of butter by the pro- 
ducers themselves. 
tude taken up by our sugar producers dur- 
ing the war a happy illustration of the 
good results which attend the policy of 
treating the primary producer reasonably, 
and giving him something like a fair 
- show. For many years, largely with the 
_ object of supporting the policy of a White 
_ Australia, and to make it possible for us 
to hold the north, the Commonwealth Par- 
jiament subsidized the sugar industry. 
Then came the period of the war, during 
which the price of sugar in other coun- 
tries soared enormously. But did the 
Australian producers of sugar hold out 
for the world’s parity? No! They were 
willing to take one-third of the world’s 
parity so long as they were given a reason- 
able assurance of the stabilization of their 
industry for a term of only three years. 
We shall have the same experience in rela- 
_ tion to every primary industry if our pro- 
ducers are given an opportunity to do 
their best, and having done their best, 
are allowed to obtain a fair price for their 
produce. 
(The Tariff could be so framed as to 
help very largely in the establishment of 
secondary industries in country districts, 
and more particularly near the sources of 
- supply of raw material, by penalizing to 
some extent the imports, say, of rice, so 
as to prevent the manufacture of starch 
from rice grown abroad instead of from 
maize grown in: Australia. If we are 
going to do any good with our industries, 
- if we are to people Australia as rapidly 
as is necessary, if we hope to hold this 
- country and mean it to be of any avail 
instead of a mere drag on the Em- 
pire, we must provide for thoroughly 
comprehensive power schemes through- 
out the Continent, such as will enable 
country industries to spring up, and to 
_ make the fullest use of their opportunities. 
_ Since Protection became the national 
_ poley of Australia some eighteen years 
-ago, the population of Sydney has enor- 
_ mously increased; but with the exception 
_ of Newcastle, practically no other city or 
_ town in New South Wales has expanded 
or grownup. With a comprehensive plan 


Dr. Earle Page. 


distances, electric power ean. be 4 
We have in the atti- 


control y 
‘ag the districts they will supp 


so that the needs of every State m 


of power distribution the position would 


must be Federal. By reason of 


mitted by modern means, Practi 
water power propositions, and m 
the fuel power schemes, must be 
State in their incidence, and unle 
is some Federal power of initia 

they will never be 


develop are remote from the — 

cities of their respective States. — 
Kiewa water scheme near the WV 
ray will influence the Riverina as we 
Victoria, the Snowy River scheme 
influence southern New South Wal 
well as Gippsland, while the Cle 
scheme will influence Queensland 
as New South Wales, and so on. If 
is not constitutional power for the 


be supplied. Our aim in Australia she 
not be to build up huge industrial 

but right through the country, citie 

size which has been proved by exper 
to be the best for manufacturing, 
and social purposes. . The best si 
such cities is no mere guesswork no 
is known that when a city becomes 
a certain size it loses its manufact 
value, because workmen have to #1 
too far to work, and departs from 
proper functions, involving degenei 
and ill-health of its population. O 
the lack of power facilities, and 
in which the State railway systems bh. 
quite unconstitutionally in my opi 
imposed differential rates, certain 
mising towns have been prevented fro 
developing. ‘Towns in the State of 
toria are a case in point. There are ma 
towns in this State, like Bendigo a1 
Castlemaine, which had good opportur 
ties for becoming mannfacturing centres 
but have been prevented from d 
ing owing to the causes I have 
tioned. At present there is a 
crudescence of interest in various 
torian towns; but there is no 4d 
that as soon as any one of them m 


any headway, and promises to rival 


the big commercial centres, the di 


in country. manufacturers. and doonarieec? . 


Eo eigen reduced rates were limited to. 


“has been De oe to 

ive the steel industry from Lithgow 
he coast near to Sydney. 
her correctly or not, I cannot say 


within two years Hoskins’ works 


e transferred to Port Kembla, and 


of the shipping done through Syd- — 


Ye The following extract aes a 
andum prepared ‘by Dr. Hugo 
_ and ioe in Barreti’s The 

an Educated Common- 


t days the. Hee mining bare’ to 
rat, Castlemaine, and Bendigo. the best 
ng ability of Australia, 


ure mining se ni Tt, was i atelag 


Eby, not ck of the page etal ean 


Melbourne. They had the one essen- 
‘such expansion, an abundant supply of 
r at a price commercially advantageous; 
n ee early seventies the wages of miners 


mained at that level. It was fonnd| business 
he for the rind fe el to encou: 


Bi the Pgoerieat of the raw a eal: from 
ourne to the. aforesaid” ene and _the 


elbourne. ‘Accordingly the Railway. De- 
artment, which, when given a free hand, is 
managed with that apathy, lack of energy, 
ant of intelligence so frequently ascribed 

In 1875 “transferred “ ‘heavy machinery ” 
Class I.—d. per ton. per mile, to“ Mis- 
ellaneous Class” —3d. 


ey og “and in 1877. the hae ida 
t restored ‘ ‘heavy machinery ” to, Class HI. 
Light and fragile” . machinery, which, from 
864 to. 1877, had been in Class IT., the Railway 


ee) 


pai tment raised Speen to ‘Class Iii. 


ey me 


v 


ae 1t to chake a radon! on. pains ma- 


ay ry, provided it-was exported, and not 
wed to remain in eR A there to com- 


the Pelosement’ oat a step farther, and 
duced rates were extended to country 
ery, boilers, cast-iron pipes, and rough 
‘3. sent to Melbourne, and shipped thence 
to points in Victoria: outside of the 
Tee ele coke 1893, vand the 


day. 


ft am told 


there to. 


Melbourne. ated 


2006 
‘sent to places “distant 50 miles from M 


bourne”; and that limitation is in as 


A > 
$y 


Sir Rosert Brsn—That j is ne ovel 


is teeny of i a pee 1881 on, oby 


‘ministrative ruling, and without express 


lative enactment by Parliament, have 
lished within the State of Victoria a fa 

area, to wit, Melbourne, and have given that 
favoured area “protection” against Ball 
Castlemaine, and Bendigo manufactur 3 0 
machinery, ‘boilers, cast-iron pipes, and ast 
ings in the territory contained within a radi 
of 50 miles from Parliament House. =~ : 


Sir Robert Best has said that thay aula 


history, but it is history that will be re 


peated unless some protection is given to 
these country towns, A similar policy 
some two years ago was attempted in the 
case of Mr, Hoskins, who immediately 
wrote a letter to the Daily Telegraph, an 

closed down his works, involving the turn 


ing away of some 5,000 men, realizing, a 

he did, that he could not carry on against 
the competition of the Broken Hill Pro- 
‘“prietary, at Newcastle, ae has spe 


cially favoured rates, - Hoskins 

succeeded in what he ee re 

by the magnitude of the erisis he create 
—but what effect would the locking ou 


of thirty men have at Castlemaine? 


Victoria, we have already seen “wor 
shifted from Ballarat to Sunshine: £0; 
freight reasons. | oe a 


Sir Rospert Best. She. worked “were 


shifted in order to evade the Pactorie 
Act, 


Dr. EARLE PAGE. Ok man 1 engag 
in the jam-making industry told me oz 
this year that he feared he would — 
forced to set up business in some capita 
ay because, poner a. foderae regulati 


Wales Guverament is using its ¢ own pub 
utilities as a means of securing preference 


for certain individuals. In my opinion, 
that is unconstitutional; whether it is un- 
_ constitutional or not, some remedy should 
Te found i in order that ee bart ma, 
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spring up and develop. Mr. Hoskins, in 
his letter, says— 

We think it would have been fairer if it 
had said “dolomite from Havilah to Newcastle 
steel works,” instead. of saying “for fluxing 
purposes to be 150 miles or over between the 
stations.” The freight on limestone for Broken 
Hill Pty. Coy. from Tamworth to Newcastle 
will be 182 miles, at 6s. 4d. per ton. 

If a farmer wants to send hay, straw, or 
chaff from Tamworth to Newcastle, he’ will 
have to pay lls. 1ld. per ton; or if he wants 
to send grain, flour, bran or pollard, potatoes, 
pumpkins, and many other things from Tam- 
worth to Newcastle, he will have to pay I2s. 
per ton. 


Mr. Jacxson.—What is the rate on 
the finished product? 

Dr. EARLE PAGE.—TI suppose it is 
exactly the same— 

The result is as follows:— 

Limestone for Broken Hill Pty. Coy., 6s. 
4d. per ton. 

Hay, straw, and chaff, lls. lld. per ton. 

Flour or wheat, 12s. per ton. 

Our firm, being large users of the railways, 
Mr. Hoskins consulted various Commissioners 
and was told by them that the lowest charge 
they could make without a loss was a _half- 
penny per mile per ton. This is borne out by 
the fact that crude ores were charged at this 
rate. This was the old rate before the rise 
of the first 74 per cent. 

If it costs the railways 3d. per ton per mile 
for crude ores, ‘how can they afford to take 
the limestone for the Broken Hill Pty. Co. at 
less than 3d. per ton per mile? 

If they can afford to make this loss, would 
it not be better to send the flour and wheat 
at a cheaper rate instead of limestone, because 
the people cannot eat limestone? 


Mr. Jackson.—They cannot eat flour 
unless there is machinery to make it. 


Dr. EARLE PAGE.—That is no 
reason why all the machinery should be 
made in one place— 


Tron and steel are now classified in two dif- 
ferent lines—one is the locally manufactured 
and the other is imported. 

Under the new order of things, if a farmer 
at Tamworth wants any corrugated iron, or 
fencing wire, or wire netting from Newcastle, 
he will be compelled to purchase it from the 
local manufacturer, or, if he desires to have 
imported goods from England or America, he 
will have to pay extra freight, i:e., if he de- 
sires any of those commodities, the freight will 
be £2 4s, 2d. per ton for local manufacture and 
£3 2s. per ton for imported. The same rates 
and difference would be maintained through- 
out the State, according to distance. 


He has already paid his Customs duties, 


and on the top of that he has to pay the 
extra freight— 


I am very much surprised to see this new - 


clause brought into operation, as it appears 
the Commissioners would penalize the farmers 
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PS ee 
for purchasing imported materials. I am natu. 
rally a Protectionist, but I think the proper 
method to give the manufacturer Protection is; 
the Customs House. us 


? 


I think that that is the general opinion. 
The Country party believes that Aus- 
tralia should be self-contained and self/ 
populated. hg 
Mr. Parker Motonry.—Tell us how ~ 
that can be done under Free Trade? — 


Dr. EARLE PAGE.—I am not adyo- 
cating Free Trade, but, under present — 
conditions, it seems impossible to decen- 
tralize industry without some constitu- 
tional change; and, in my opinion, that 
change should have been made before the 
Tariff was imposed, and not afterwards. 
It has taken fifty years to double our ~ 
population, and if it takes another fifty 
to double it again, Australia will be lost 
to us, and the British race. The onty 
method to prevent this is, as has already ~ 
been suggested, to increase our popula- — 
tion in scattered areas in order to secure 
many manufacturing communities by sub- — 
dividing the present big States and en- 
abling them to prevent themselves being 
penalized in their use *of the State rail- 
ways, and with sufficient influence on 
metropolitan communities to insure a fair — 
deal. This has always proved to be the — 
only way to insure rapid development and ~ 
rapid increase of population, and secure” 
a rural population. To do ‘any good we ~ 
must first populate the country, and then ~ 
the city; and to endeavour to do this by 
continually increasing the duties on 
articles: essential to country industries 


makes the task” hopeless. The only — 
other point is that of machinery 
essential for these industries, es- 


pecially that for the production of — 
power. It is necessary to have pro- — 
tection for all, but some industries need 
it in the form of duties, while others ~~ 
need it in the form of a bonus. ~ 
In New South Wales there is a proposi- 
tion—fortunately in the hands of the’ 
State Government, or its position would — 
be very much worse—to establish a hydro- 
electric scheme, at a tatal cost of from ~~ 
£600,000 to £700,000, and, the duty on 
the machinery would be something like 
£150,000 or £160,000. That machinery | 
cannot be made in Australia. ee 


Ay 


Mr. Greevne.—And we admit it free. me 
Dr. EARLE PAGE>—Because iit fis” 
for the use of the State Government. — 


at 


te as io: ea Iagaletioris 

ply to all imported machinery of that 

‘ ae. whether for private individuals or 
State Governments. 7 


Dr. EARLE PAGE. — Et am glad to 
coe that assurance from the Minister, 
_ beeause the collection of duty on ma- 
- ehinery of that class merely increases the 

_ capital charge and the annual charge for, 
interest, sinking fund, and so forth, and 
ace only: a, negative advantage in the 


palance-sheet for one year. I am pleased 
oe. learn that the policy the Minister 
_ nientioned operates, and surely the con- 
-eession for which we are asking in re- 
(spect of the admission of the farmers’ 
tools of trade free of duty, if made in the 
_ British Empire is merely an extension of 
that principle. 


* 


i ae of an improved Commonwealth 


Mr. WEST (East Sydney) [6.2]—I 


did not think it was possible in this en- 
lightened ago to discover so queer an 
individual as a Free Trader. As a 
matter of fact, there is not one living 
soul who is not "really a Protectionist, but 
‘the trouble is that men will not give pro- 
tection to the other fellow. Every man 
o wants protection for himself and his 
trade or industry. No countries have made 
ee any progress except those which have 
Fidopted a policy calculated to make them 

; e self-contained. America and Canada 
have followed a policy which gives full 
_ scope for the development of the in- 
 genuity and abilities of their people, and 
_ only by such a policy can a nation make 
progress. I address my remarks more 
particularly to honorable members of the 
Country party, who are absolute novices 
ine regard to political principles and 
economics; if they will pay full atten- 
tion to this debate they will be more in- 
telligent citizens than they are to-day. 
ee as the honorable member for 
(Mr. FkOwse) was the first 


it 


Sn Tariff he must, 


I suppose, be 
taken to be ae 


champion of their 


ho. a ‘i vides a bad italic, be- 
Li en left WONEE eee Ny “aa 


-tion of finance. 


disappear! ug. 


i Apem, pe 


upon fiscal questions. I have on more 
than one occasion endeavoured to focus 
the attention of the House upon the que 

Any one who takes a 
lively interest in the welfare of this coun- 
try must come to the conclusion that we 
have reached a stage in our existence 


‘when something should be done to create 


industries which will make for the deve- 
lopment of Australia. We are rapidly 
diminishing some of our natural re- 
sources. ‘Tn the past our coal has been 
readily got, but in the future it will be 
mined at greater depths. We have been 
depleting our timber resources in a cal-— 
lous and indifferent manner, and without 
making any attempt at conservation. 
These great national assets are fast. 
In addition, all the 
Goverments, with the ex | 
ception of Queensland, have been 
seiling Crown lands without any © 
regard to the future. Queensland has 
opted a system of leaseholds, and is the 
only State that has conserved for future _ 
generations an opportunity to deal with 
Crown lands. In New South Wales the 
Crown lands have been sold recklessly, 
without even making adequate reserva- 
tions for public requirements. At the - 
same time we have been borrowing money _ 
in a mad fashion, utterly regardless: of — 
the obligation to repay it; thus we have 
to-day a huge public debt for the re- 
demption of which no provision has been a 
made, ae 
Lhe CHAIRMAN (Hon. J. M. Chan- : 
ter)—Does the honorable member pro- — 
pose to connect these remarks with ‘the: 
Tariff ? 
Mr. WEST.—I propose to show the 
necessity for building up new industries 
in order that we may be able to meet ou 
huge obligations. It has been often said 
that New South Wales was a Free Trade 
State, but there has never been a Free 
Trade State in Australia. During the 
great boom in New South Wales, when ~ 
Sir Henry Parkes was in power, ‘and be- 
fore the Premiership of Sir (then Mr.) 
George Reid, duties were in operation — 
which were more protective than those im- 
posed by the Tariff\now before the Com-_ 
mittee. With butter at about 10d. per — 
lb. wholesale, cheese 5d. per lb., and — 
bacon 6d. per Ib., 4 duty of 2d. per ec oe 
was imposed, and I maintain that there — 
could not be such a thing as Free Trade ~ 
while such duties operated. The Tariff — 


State 
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oy, proposed is not such a one as I would 
choose. It is a revenue Tariff, as is 
_ proved by the enormous amount of money 
that it is yielding to the Treasury. A 
revenue Tariff is dangerous, because it 1s 
‘neither fish, flesh, fowl, nor good red 
herring, and it detrimentally affects the 
industrial section of the community more 
than it does the people who are in affluent 
circumstances. In respect of commodities 
which can be produced in Australia of a 
quality equal to that of the imported 
article, prohibitive duties should be im- 
posed. A person who is so enamoured of 
his friends overseas that he will not use 
articles of Australian origin should be 
compelled to pay a heavy duty for his 
fancy. Therefore, the present Tariff does 
not go as far as T would like in respect 
of some items. The honorable member for 
Kooyong (Sir Robert Best) was concerned 
during the war because he could not pur- 
chase “English chocolates. If he'is not 
satisfied with the chocolates produced by 
some of the firms in Melbourne and Syd- 
ney, he should be made to do without the 
imported article, or pay a .high duty 
for the privilege of indulging his fancy. 

The Australian native is a born genius 
in applied trades and mechanical inven- 
tions. The lad who takes up the trade 
of plumbing or any other trade, or any 
of the professions, proves himself more 
efficient in the period allotted for 
training than those who are appren- 
ticed to it in other parts of the 
world. That is my experience genet- 
ally, because, being of a studious 
nature, I have kept a close watch on 
the progress made in the industrial 
world. Any attempt to refrain from 
giving encouragement to those who are 
engaged in secondary industries will pre- 
vent Australia from increasing its 
national wealth. The young Australian 
by his ability is fitted to be something 
better than a. mere hewer of wood and a 
drawer of water, and we shall fail in our 
duty if we do not give him the oppor- 
tunity to do something better. No one 
; will put capital into any industry unless 
he is given some encouragement to carry 
it on, but if, after having asked men to 


invest in industries, we compel them to. 


compete with others who, tin relation to 
the rates of wages and rents they pay, 
and the value of the land on which 
their establishments aré built, are in a 
. far better position than the ‘Australian 
manufacturers, we cannot " expect our 
Mr. ee | 


mnrnmsevrariyes 


) ae hem ta wane nae Mee 


themselves proficient in the calling 


‘cottages in which to mu 


industries. We ought all to hay 
ambition to make Australia sel! 
tained. We ought to make it ou 
deavour to find employment for our 
people rather than for people who 
living thousands of miles away. 


first . duty is ‘to. look / afters 
selves so that we shall not be ir 
pendent on others outside. r( 
money for the establishment 


Lehonlg SO that our youths may " ae i 


alk to follow, and so te he n 


oh but ai this cepenaiieeas 1 
be wasted if we do not provide our people | 
with opportunities to occupy position ta 
which they can return some benefit t 
State. I cannet understand how hor 
able members can raise opposition to 
secondary industries. Every ‘one wishes © 
the ‘primary producer to prosper, but yj 
goodness knows, the State has alw. 
been his godfather. The men engag 
secondary industries have not been n 
as great a burden upon the State as 
farmer has been. In time of drougl 
the farmer gets free seed wheat, am 


The primary. cae have eae 
great vreceivers of the benefits 
socialistic legislation, but are eo a 
pared to extend them to others. a 


ing this debate to the ery far io 
tion. Asa city man I am opposed to 
further increase in the population of 
cities at the expense of country districts; 

but what steps have those who a. 
anxious about decentralization tak 
prevent it? During the last few m 
as a member of the Committee of Pu 


of pisiting country disteiote A 
function I took as my text, when: 
ing, the cry of decentralization, and. 


was entertaining ‘the Commitaaaee é 
claimed that the people of the dis 
wanted lanes o and pais at 


ii vi 
said that. he knew of no place, wh 


© backyard 
country districts | have never at- 
d- to make the conditions of their 

: ch as would induce them to 


ployees su 
nain away from the cities. On one 
occasion at Cairns, in “Queensland, there 


as industrial trouble during a visit J 
“making to the district, and the 
le arose from the fact that men went 
re. from other parts. ‘of Australia, 
ked in theeugar-cane, earned a fair 
que, went down to- ‘Cairns, partly 
inted the town red, and then took their 
sparture by.steamer for. the south. I 
inted ot to the people. of the town 

at no attempt was being made to induce 

ese workers to make their habitation in 

the district where, apparently, there was 

_ any amount of cleared ground for the 

~ erection of cottages. I told them that if 
they took steps to provide these workers 

with accommodation, the men would be- 

vecome permanent residents of the district, 

with the consequence that their earnings 
would create employment for others, and 
thus bring further prosperity to the 
neighbourhood. 

Bees cnet es 6.30 to 8 pM. 


oe WAR SERVICE HOMES 
COMMISSIONER. 


a Afr. “Rodgers have leave to “make a 
it, and conclude with a motion. 


RODGERS (Wannon—Assistant 
er for Repatriation) [8.1]—Be- 
en the adjournment of the House last 
November and its reassembling yesterday, 
overnment took action to declare 
1d void the appointment of Lieu- 
Colonel James 
‘Homes Commissioner, and in sup- 
bat action I wish to make a State- 


; he first Gitte ‘4 ne a aaiote 
that Lieutenant-Colonel James 
at the date of his appointment 
Va peace eons. Commissioner (6th 


War § Barrios’ nee Act. Dac 
on 6) that ‘‘the Governor-General 
int a fit. and proper person to 
: joner,”” and (section 7) that 


instructions for the correctness of oe in: 


Walker as War . 


who i is an ab rtificated bank- 


ah ee ak of his 


Oh the same ee (9th March) ES gay 


formation to be investigated, 
ey, if the information were correc 


of being artaten Commissioner, and his 
appointment was null and void. 


On 10th March a report was receiv 
by the Solicitor-General that Lieutenant 
pohaean Walker had been adjudicated in 

olvent in Queensland on 25th October, 
1915, and had remained an uncertifica 
insolvent until 19th July, 1919, when th 
adjudication was annulled. This rep 
was referred to me on lith- March. 

I immediately communicated the in- 
formation to the Prime Minister, who 
consulted with his colleagues, and the 
Government decided to take immediate | 
and definite action. 


Accordingly, on 10th March, T sent re 
Lieutenant-Colonel Walker, ‘and ques 
tioned him on the subject. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Walker admitted that the facts 
were as stated, but said that the circum-, 
stances of his insclvency were not dis-. 
creditable to him, and that the facts were 
known to the Minister for Repatriation 
(Senator E. D. Millen) at the time of 
his appointment, as a telegram on he, 
file would show. 


As Senator E. D. Millen a not ek 
returned from the Geneva Conference, 
the Government decided to take no final 
action before his return; but immediately 
grauted Lieutenant- Colonel Walker a 
week’s leave of absence to cover the in- 
terval until he would get back, instructing 
him meantime not to perform any adminis- 

trative acts, and appointed Colonel J. M 
Semmens as Acting Commissioner during 3 
Lieutenant- Colonel Walker’s absence, — 
also informed Lieutenant-Colonel Walker 
that he would be given an opportunit, 
of meeting Senator E. D. Millen on hi: 
return, and making any statement he de- 
sired piece final action was taken. — 


Senator E. D. Millen immediately xo 
his return informed his colleagues an 
Lieutenant-Colonel Walker that he ha 
never been aware of Lieutenant-Colonel — 
Walker’s insolvency, and lLieutenant- 
Colonel Walker thereupon said that he 
accepted this statement. 

At no time, until ueafonee on 10th 
March last, did Lieutenant-Colonel 
Walker fake. any steps to inform the 
Minister or any member ‘of c. Govern- 
: insolvency. eee 


ii 


é 
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The Government decided that, on the 
above facts, no course was open to it but 
to treat Lieutenant-Colonel Walker's ap- 
pointment as a nullity, and at an Eixecu- 
tive Council meeting held on 18th March 
the Governor-General in Council accord- 
ingly declared the appointment to be 
null and void, 

Those are merely the facts and dates 
relevant to and supporting the action of 
ihe Government, and I propose to take an 
early opportunity to make a full state- 
ment concerning the general administra- 
tion of the War Service Homes Commis- 
sion, and to announce more fully the Go- 
yernment’s intentions regarding future 
operations. . 1 move— 

That the statement be printed. 


Mr. BAMFORD (Herbert) [8.7] —I ex- 
pected from the Minister a much fuller 
statement than we have just heard.’ He 
has told us that the reason for the suspen- 
gion and subsequent dismissal from office 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Walker was that he 
at the time of hig appointment was an 
uncertificated insolvent. Now, there is a 
good deal to be said about the facts of the 
insolvency. Lieutenant-Colonel Walker, 
with four others, was a guarantor to the 
Bank of Australasia for an advance to 
provide funds to buy machinery and pay 
for the sinking of shafts and prospecting 
work generally in connexion with a gold 
and copper mine at Charters Towers, a 
venture which proved a failure. Subse- 
quently, the bank sued Lieutenant-Colonel 
Walker for the amount it had advanced. 
He was the only guarantor who was sued, 
the chairman of the company, also a 
guarantor and the owner of 18,000 shares 
in the company, being the principal wit- 
ness against him. Neither the chairman 
of the compnay nor any other guarantor 
except Lieutenant-Colonel Walker, who 
was made the scapegoat for all, was inter- 
fered with. 

Mr. Ruzy—And Lieutenant-Colonel 
Walker was away at the war. at the time. 

Mr. Jamus Paer.—aAt any rate, he was 
then a member of the Australian Imperial 
Force. 

_ Mr, BAMFORD.—Yes, and was‘at the 
Front when further proceedings were 
taken. It was not until the war was over 


that he was able to defend himself. I 


have here all the documents relating to 
the case, but I shall not weary honorable 
members with unnecessary detail. This is 


War Service [REPRESENTATIVES.] Homes Commissioner. 


and an order for substituted service  ~ 


‘ Colonel Walker, and, so far as lam abla 


. ? oe hee ee a 
Ae tae 
{ 2* ’ ce 


a résumé of what occurred: On the 13th 
May, 1915, the Bank of Australasia issued 
a writ for £2,865 19s. 1d. against Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Walker on the joint and 
several guarantee of the directors of the 
Carrington Land and Mining Company, — 
that guarantee having been given on” 
the 10th June, 1910, four years before 
the outbreak of war. The bank took no 
action against the other guarantors. At 
the issue of the writ, Lieutenant-Colonel © 
Walker was in camp, and left shortly 
after. There were really three guaran- 
tees dated 16th September, 1909; 24th ~~ 
April, 1910; and 10th June, 1910. On” © 
the 2nd July, 1915, judgment was given 
against the defendant, and on 10th July, 

1915, a debtor’s summons was issued,” 


made. During the same year the de- ~ 
fendant was adjudicated insolvent, and 
his only creditor was the bank. In 1917, — 
the defendant returned from the war,, 
and his solicitors entered into some corre- 
spondence with the bank with a view to 
getting the insolvency annulled; but the 
defendant returning to the front, nothing 
more was done. On 14th July, 1919, an 
order of annulment gave as the reason, 
‘“Insolvent having obtained a release of © 
the debt due to the Bank of Australasia, 
the only creditor who had proved against — 
his estate.” An order of annulment is only 
made when creditors give release, and 
otherwise a certificate of discharge 1s ap- 
plied for. The bank had annulled the in- 
solvency, and realized on the assets of the 
company, which fully discharged the la- ~~ 
bilities of the guarantors. An order of an=- 
nulment is only made when the creditors __ 
give release, and unless there is anything 
of a questionable nature involved, it 
merely becomes a matter of granting a 
certificate. In this case a certificate was 
not granted, but the insolvency was an- _ 
nulled. The Judge who heard the case 
expressed his sympathy with Lieutenant- —- 


to understand, said that it was a serious 
matter, because the bank had been un- 
necessarily severe, for, as Lieutenant 
Colonel Walker was the only one of the 
guarantors who was in a position to pay, 
he alone was proceeded against. I submit _ 
that Lieutenant-Colonel Walker was fully 
qualified to hold the position to which hae __ 
was appointed. I have some correspond- 
ence which has an important bearing 
on the matter, and for the information 


di A 
0 ee eee 


6th Febru: , from a 
n whose name I do not. intend to 
ose, but which appears on the file. 
Peer is directed to the 


an ae received your m urgent Uae! Poud: 
ng, “‘Lieutenant-Colonel James. Walker under 
onsideraticn for Housing Commissionship 
under Soldiers Homes Act, Senator Millen 
Geb. be glad to be favoured with your confi- 
dential” opinion as to his character and capa- 
city, Unless you see objections will be 
Pe obliged | to have collect wire.’ 


ag ‘Tupor. —Who forwarded that let- 


Pe say; ay the name of the writer 
appears on the pepe in. the . file. 

That communication is dated 26th 
ra February, 1919, “and, copecauentiy: all 
i hie Mle. ‘information that was necessary 
ie _ concerning Lieutenant-Colonel Walker’s 
‘position _ was available prior to his 
ap ointment. I say, without hesita- 
tion, that in view of the fact that Lieu- 
died, chor Walker’s insolvency was 


0 ES ntytive years as a contractor in 
Queensland, where he is well known, and 
is regarded by the people as an_ honest 

a ipright citizen. It is the duty. of 
overnment to make a full statement 
t position, and-to state clearly whe- 
. r on can charge him with bribery or 
u raat the overament 


ae is at stake. I am anxious to 
1 mace the Government: are hiding 


3 from honorable members, oe in 


Mf 


n said with a eee endant 


has exceeded his duties 


‘I shall read a 


1d vehemence that Lieutenant- 


is was, awe nied to. pene ts 
matters of administration. I trust t | 
honorable members will look at the file te 


cause we say that it cannot. 
Mr. Ropezrs.—W hose 
that ? : 
Mr, BAMFORD.—I am making th 1 
statement. I say it is so, and he says. 
may be so. : <i) 
Sir Josupa Coox.—Who says it may 
be so? 
Mr. 
Walker. : 
Sir Josrrx Cone .—He was distinctly 
told, when this question was considered, . 
that the satisfactory discharge of his, 
duties was not in question at all. 
Mr. BAMFORD.—Will the Treasurer. 
(Sir Joseph Cook) definitely make such 
an announcement, so that it may be re-. 
corded in Hansard, and so that Lieu- 
_tenant-Colonel. Walker may be cleared 
‘from any charge of bribery, corrupt prac : 
tices, or incompetence. 7 
Mr. Roperrs.—The action taken by the~ oy 
Government would be a definite obliga- a 
tion on. the part of any Government. ie 
Mr. BAMFORD.—Because of the in- 
solvency? If the Government had any 
merey or sense of what is just and fair 
they would have accepted the annulment 
of the insolvency as a perfect and com- 
plete justification for the appointment. 
It is, in effect, a certificate of discharge. 
Sir Joserpu Coox—We cannot accept 
it, as the Act will not allow it, Lieu 
tenant-Colonel Walker has never been the 
Commissioner, because he was not chewy 
for the appointment. 
Mr. BAMFORD.—If he has never been 
Commissioner, is every action of hie in- 
valid ? 
Sir Josrpu Coox.—Oh, no! 
Mr. BAMFORD.—It must be if he was 
not entitled to the position. 


statement 


BAMFORD —Lieutenant-Colon 1. 


Mr inane: —He was a de facto Com | 
missioner. y 

Mr. Jamus Pagu—There is room fee : 
the honorable member alongside the hon+ = 
orable member for Perth (Mr. Fowler) 
and other disappointed men. ? 

Mr. BAMFORD.—I am not a disap: . 
pointed man, but am merely speaking on 
behalf of one who has been—I will no 
say toe ee to > ofthe 


2 a ndnies or Stes 


from the Minister if there are any. facts 
- which have not been disclosed, and if so 
J ask him to make a public declara tion, so 


that it will be recorded in Hansard. In 


view of the information given, the ques- 


tion of insolvency has no bearing at all 


_ years, 


“knows his 


‘on the matter. Will the Minister declare 


here and now that there is nothing be- 


yond the insolvency? The Minister is 
‘silent. I have known of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Walker over a period of many 
and have heard no word 
him, He has ‘been’ a 
in a large way, 1 and 
work. As Commissioner 
he would be perfectly competent, at any» 
rate so far as practical experience went, 
to build soldiers’ cottages. The matter of 
Lieutenant-Colonel ‘Walker’s insolvency — 
is 2 mere nothing. For the Government 
to interpret the Act in its severest mean- 
ing may be justified; but the point is 
that the Government knew of this insol- 


“against 
contractor 


 yeney disability long ago. 


- Mr. Roparrs——The Government did 
not know. 

Mr, BAMFORD. —I say. that they 
did. 

Sir Josrpx Coox.—Who says they 
did? 

Mr. BAMFORD.—1I repeat that they 
knew. The facts are disclosed in the 
official correspondence. 

Sir Josrru Coox.—That is not so at 
ee a 


Mr. BAMFORD.—The whole matter 
of Lientenant-Colonel Walker’s insolvency 
was done with long ago, and there is 
nothing against him in connexion with 
the matter. He could have asked for his 
certificate of discharge in the ordinary 
way, and it would have been granted, con- 
sidering that the whole of the amount 
involved had been paid. [appeal «to | 
honorable members opposite, who are- 
always seeking fair play for somebody or 


_. other, to support me in my request that 


the Government should make a complete 


public disclosure of the facts. I do not ask 


them to go back on their tracks and re- 


store Lieutenant-Colonel Walker, but to 
state here whether they have anything 


beyond the matter of insolvency against 
him, and, if so, what it is. 


If the re-. 
eM ees will not as are. 


I a to coe 


is Tecate tee Th hers is, : 
lenze the Minister to disclose it. 


Mr. Rirey. —Suppose that the ( nV 
ment say there is nothing. Must th ; 
restore him to his position? 


My. Ropasrs, —Were it Ne : tent 


yeaa the only renee 
Minister’s silence it can only ae a n 
ae there is something more. I 


iene is oe more ¢ a 
Latte Lieutenant- Cas Walker 


man who has done cine whi h 
Government will not declare. af it 


deem their silence to be kindly, it i mi 
taken. kindness. It is rather their Jui 
to make known the facts. = 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [8:27] 
orable members recollect Mae ws: 


babes ee for 
omes Commission. 


nexion oe the nice a 
inquiry. Lt will be recalled that 
was a very close division upon th 
tion whether the Government ha 
rightly in making those purchases, 
quite possible that the action which 
tenant- Colonel Walker took at tha 
caused him to fall out with cert 
Ministers, and that they are now maki y 


Uni 
eae oe, 


Seen t. 
Mr. Ropeerrs —That j is not § 50. 


the beats Commitee was ede 
public, and I consider that hon 
members are entitled to receive copies 
it, provided that not too much expen 
and be involved. I hold no brie fe 
- Lieutenant-Colonel Walker. han 
spoken to him only twice. 
occasions was when I 


deputation to him, and the other a 
when I, with several other Wee 
Parliament, 


Cae a privat coioeue in thes ie 
than they learn under the éxistin 
al tem in eighteen months. As a ‘matte 

enant-Colone Matter is not com- of fact, it frequently happens that a 
they have completed their course of tr 
ing they are obliged to go outside ani 
unlearn all that they have learned. 
the Minister himself knows, I have 
several occasions privately urged him 
take some action in this connexion. 
made similar requests to his predecessa 
the present Minister for Home and Terr 
tories (Mr. Poynton). If the War Ser- 


i ‘ eC Oe vice Homes Department be in a muddle 
Mr Roponns —There was an intima- it is not right that one individual should 


tion published in the press this morning |. made a's dapegeat in order tq stale ie 
that his rele won: he ee for- those who are really responsible for that 


condition. I hold no brief for Lieut.- 
ee Walker, but I submit that every 
accused person is entitled to a fair trial 
before being condemned. H 


Sir ROBERT BEST (Rapyonay 

_ [8.33].—I know nothing more of this 

matter than has been said. in this House. 
Ww Id Aiave been better 1f Binocible From the statement which was read by — 
om mbers generally had known that this the Minister for Repatriation (Mr. Rod- 
r was to be brought forward this 8¢e%S) honorable members are asked to 

ing. Not only have the Public ‘Ac. believe that the sole reason for the re- 

~ Committee been inquiring into moval of Lieut.-Colonel Walker from his 

phases of the Boris iruchion. of war office is that upon the date of his appoint 

. 7 Bead ment he was an uncertificated insolvent, 
Est.—And the fisteermnonk. of If that be so, the position can be readily 

t " Ww i Service Homes — Department. rc medied. roi what has already been 
he ernment are afraid of our report. said, it is obvious that there was nothing 

UDOR. We do not know whether lisoreditable about Lieut.-Colonel ae 


h ‘But an inquiry into, 
sé nieces of the construction of war’ 
homes by. the Public Accounts. 
ttee was deliberately ordered by 
I rliament. i Metvthe Government byt 
ent, passed over that body and ap- eae bigniieant, Lieut.-Colonel Walker, 
n ed another Committee i in. pater to appears, was a joint and several guara 
: tor. It was quite competent for the bank 
aes of to sue Lieut.-Colonel Walker alone or 
morable members ‘upon the other sue him and the whole of his co-gul . 
the Chamber. tors, It saw fit to sue him alone, and, of 
JOR.—Very likely. I asked He course, he had his remedy: aganist his co 
ister for Repatriation (Mr. euarantors. But, as a matter of fact, we 
make an inquiry into the are told that thes debt itself has alrea 
: on of the. Department, be- been paid. This, coupled with the fact 
sider that it is far more vital that his insolvency has been annulled or 
e should be done to our re- 4a certificate of discharge obtained, is 4 
ier, in the matter, of voca- clear indication to this “House that there 
was nothing discreditable connected with 
¢ the matter, so far as Lieut. -Colonel Walke 
“ig ae ; iM _ then, he is merely. the 
r “if 


ees this ein tes been 
sed of, no further opportunity of 
ssing the matter will be presented 
feb members until the Esti- 


F292 War Service 
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~ eompetent to fill the office from which he 
has been removed, the difficulty can be 
overcome by re-appointing him to his 
office to-morrow. If, therefore, the sole 
reason for his removal from office was his 
insolvency, the Minister should have stated 
the intention of the Government to re- 
appoint him to his former position. Upon 
the other hand, if the fact that he was an 
uncertificated insolvent is merely being 
utilized as a subterfuge to get rid of him, 
and if there are other reasons for his re- 
moval from office, we have a right to 
know what those reasons are, and so, in- 
deed, has Lieut.-Colonel Walker himself. 
If he igs incompetent, he should be 
suspended, and ‘ultimately dismissed, and 
if he has been guilty of conduct that does 
not justify his restoration to the office 
which he recently filled, charges should 


undoubtedly be levelled against him, and 


he would then have an opportunity of 
answering them, 

Mr. Ropcers.—Does the honorable 
member say that the circumstances set 
out in my statement did not compel the 
Government to take the action which 
they have taken ? 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—I have already 
stated what is the legal position. The 
Government are placing themselves in an 
entirely false position by their failure to 
be more frank with the House. 

Mr. JAMES PAGE (Maranoa) [8.39]. 


——It appears to me that the Government 
have something to conceal, or they would 


not have brought this motion forward i in 


the way that they have done. Nobody 


upon the Opposition side of the Chamber ~ 


knew that such a motion was to ee sub- 
mitted this evening. 

Mr. Jowrerr.—Nor did we. 

Mr. JAMES PAGE.—Then 
been sprung upon the House. 

Mr. RopGcers.—There can be no ques- 
tion of ‘springing it upon the House, :see- 
ing that honorable members were notified 
in the press that it was to be brought 
forward. ° 

Mr. JAMES PAGE.—What the 
““ dickens ’’? has the press to do with this 
House? If the Government are going to 


it. has 


notify honorable members of the business 


which is to be. brought forward here 
through the medium of the press, then 
the press controls the Ministry. As a 
‘matter of fact, Ministers will give to the 
press information which they will not 
furnish to the House. If honorable 


'hard- working man. 


members are foolish enough to ° ee 


that sort of treatment, they deserve ‘alt o 


that they get. To me it is very strange 


that it should have taken the Govern- 


ment such a long time to discover that — 


Lieut.-Colonel Walker was an uneqaitg i 


cated insolvent. , 


was appointed. 

Mr. Roperers.—They did not. 

Mr. 
the honorable member for Herbert ae 
Bamford) prove that they did. 

‘Mr. 
cepted Senator Millen’s statement that he 
did not know of it. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—It. <COlMeL 
Walker said that'a telegram was sent to 
Senator Millen; Senator Millen said he 
did not receive it, and Lt.-Colonel Walker — 
accepted that statement. It is a wodilteet 
thing that every one but the Government — 


seems to have known of Be ments. bl 


Tee: 


Tupor.—The documents read by 


Ropczrs.—Lt.-Colonel Walker ac-— : 


¢ 


dertice Hares eine that fe et jee 


make a scapegoat of him, and throw the 


blame on ied 


Mr. Ropcers.—That ‘may be polities, o 


but it is not the fact. 
Mr. JAMES 


 PAGE._It.-Colonel oe 


Walker, while War Service Homes Com- — 


missioner, 
and Victoria. 


against that ‘ cia. i) 


He must 


beat the timber merchants’ — 
and builders! combines in Queenland, New _ 
South Wales. | 
have been a strong man to stand up 


T hold no brief * 


Foe him, but I know that he is an honest, uf 


He carried on busi- 


ness as a contractor in Queensland for — 


many years, and his character is without — 
blemish. When he applied for the posi- 
tion of War Service Homes Commissioner — 


he could not have been such a bad man 


as the Government would now have us be- Z) 


lieve him to be. Why do they not tell us — 
whether there is any reason other ‘than 
that stated by them for getting rid of 
him? He has a wife and family to sup- _ 
port, and his summary dismissal has — 


placed him in a very awkward position. “6 
How would the Assistant Minister _ fore a 


Repatriation (Mr. Rodgers) like such a 


stigma to be cast upon his character? The i 


honorable gentleman has not a word to 
say in answer to that inquiry. He is 
‘oyster.”’ Unless we give Lt. me 


“know of the 


justice. : From what 
leanne that 


| Parliament Ab am. 


| te ee Fae sede that any 
officer, no matter who he may be, ie 
always get a square deal at ibd Randa of 
_ the Federal Parliament. 


nae Mr. JAMES PAGE We have always 
2 endeavoured to give every Man a square 
Sy: deal, and I invite the Minister to say at 
x hha 
eine. against this man except the fact 
that he is an uncertificated insolvent. 
Surely they do not want. to brand him as 
ue + incompetent ; but his commission was ter-. 
oe _ minated in a very “‘ fishy ” way.. I have 
been told bv returned soldiers in Queens- 
_ land that War Service Homes which they 
ry were informed would cost them from £650 
te £750. ultimately cost them an addi-. 

a tional £200. Is this dismissal of Lt.- 
#4 Colonel Walker mere camouflage on the 
part of the Government with the object 
f throwing on him the blame for blun- 
lers that have been made by them? Are 
_ they trying in this way to protect them- 
selves from the result of their own sins 
of commission? The Government’s ma- 
jority is a very slender one, and with an- 
rik other defection from their ranks I am 
id the Prime Minister will not oe 


erence i in London. The honorable mem- 
er for Herbert, who is a Government 
2 nae es, for jr for this 


WOT US, 


© i iap Kooyong (Sit, Robert Best), 
3 also a Governinent supporter. 


i assert the Government : they have 
gs the bag.’’ The honorable mem- 


lonel Walker for over thirty years, 
-urged the Government to say 
they have anything more against 
n the fact of his being an uncer- 
solvent. This man has not re- 
tish patie. as I understand the 


—He ohallenges the Go- 


G 1.—Exaetly. How 
mber. oppo Hee. like - 


once whether the Government have any- 


to eethe vie aateter ‘impugned as 
Colonel Walker’s has been. ‘He was dis 


— bunged aa? on er ‘* pink ear ’ 
and the Government say to him, ‘'. 
though we think you are a good man w 
are dismissing you because you are an un- 
certificated insolvent. of 


There are in this 
House a lot of men who ought to be un- 
certificated insolvents even if they are not 
The honorable member for Herbert has 
given the facts relating to Lt,-Colonel 
Walker’s insolvency. Some years ago E 
was placed in ‘a position exactly similar 
to that which led to Lt.-Colonel Walker’ 


insolvency. I signed a joint and sever 
bond for £4,300. At the time I was 
not worth a ‘“‘tenner,’’ but was quite 


satisfied that everything would be all 
right since the other four men who signed 
it were wealthy. There were amongst 
them some pastoralists known to the hon- 
orable member for Grampians (Mr. 
Jowett), but in the whirligig of time I 
became ultimately the only man out of — 
the five who had any means, and ab 
twenty-four hours’ notice I was called 
upon under the terms of the bond to pay — 
up the £4,300. I had either to raise nat 
money or go insolvent. 


Mr. Tupor.—Did the honorable mem- 
ber file his schedule? 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—No; I put my : 
shoulder to the wheel, took over the con- 4 
cern in respect to which the money had — 
been advanced, made it a payable gt nd 
sition, and paid off the amount of the 
advance, I had no parliamentary osu 
to tell me they were discharging me, but 
the people of the district I was in knew 
that I was honest in my business transac- 
tions. Lieut.-Colonel Walker has to go out 
into the world now to earn hig living, and 
it is a most despicable act on the part of 
any individual, to say nothing of a Go- 
vernment, to turn a man adrift, and say 
to the public, ‘“'The only reason we have 
dispensed with his services at such short 
notice is that he is an uncertificated in- 
.solvent.’’ Like the honorable member for — 
Herbert (Mr. Bamford), I plead with the 
Minister and the Government to do. 
the fair and square thing by Lieut f 
Colonel Walker. If they have any- 
thing against him beyond the rea- at 
son they have given let them ted 
him so, and allow him to defend him-— 
self. There i is no man in the House nent ity 


ready to rina. aromas tha a anate ‘ i, ‘ 


~ Downs 
(Walker is.a “towny” 
least the honorable member can do is 
to. plead his case. 
to be retained ; 


eek 


194 ‘War Raves 


(Mr. Groom). 


of ours, and the 


all he wants to know 1s 


- what the Government are dismissing him 


oe 


for, and I say to the Government, ‘‘ For 


-Heaven’s sake, tell him.’’ 


Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 


 [8.52].—It is evident that the Govern- 


tract for the building of houses. 
‘been told that it caused a dearth of build- 


ie Walker. 


. that the returned soldiers will not be 


| the house. 
section of the community that the War 


ment have made either too full a state- 
ment, or what amounts to no statement at” 


all, Lieut. -Colonel Walker had charge of a 


Department with enormous ramifications, 


and responsible for great expenditure. 
That Department has 


had many sup- 
porters, and on the other hand its opera- 
tions have been strongly opposed by 
several sections of the community, notably 
that section whose business it is to con- 
We have 


ing material, and, rightly or wrongly, 
the public ill believe that the Govern- 


ment are availing themselves of a techni- 


eality in order to get rd of Lieut.-Colonel 
One honorable member suggests 


sorry; but I know two returned men who 


have growled most about the War Ser- 


vice Homes, one of whom was the in- 


spector for the district in which his house. 


ig built, the other being the foreman of 
We know from the building 


Service Homes are quite good houses, and 
better than those that are built by con- 
tract, If the complaints of other returned 
soldiers are of the same character as 
those of the two men I have mentioned, 
we cannot believe much of them. Many 
of us did not agree with much that was 
done by the War Service Homes Depart- 


ment, and I am certain that both the 


Minister for Repatriation (Senator E. D. 
Millen) and the Assistant Minister (Mr. 


- Rodgers) have had differences of opinion 


with their departmental officers, They 
would not be human if they did not. The, 


_ Minister may have made his statement to- 


- day with the best of intentions, but surely 
he can see that unless some fitther ex- 
planation is offered the public will be- 


_ them. 


lieve that the Government have availed 
| _ themselves of the peculiar circumstances 
- under which Colonel Walker was 
gaged to get rid of him to satisfy the 
cormorants of Australia, because he beat 
: a was tae in ‘Queensland a few 


en- 


He does not. ask. 


_[REPRESEN’ au : | 


i oe the honorable member for Dering 
Tieut.-Colonel 


of the War Borvios Homer Carn 
kept down the price of building: 
That statement is yn] 
Queensland, but of New South. Wal ‘ 
Victoria. | 
Mr. Livineston.—Do you Hoe 
Government gave Lieut. -Colone 
a fair deal? 
Mr. MATHEWS.—I cannot s 
do on the information at present before n 
L want to know more of the facts. 
flinister has said too little or to 
Anyhow, I have indicated the w 
which the public will look at the n 
I was told two years ago by | wo 
bourne contractors, who for the 7p 
thirty years have, been building cottas 
homes as a speculation for sale, tha 
was the fight put up by the War 
Homes Commissioner that kept d 
price of all building conned tae 
bourne. That applies to lime, | 
timber, bricks, and paint. 
Mr. RICHARD Foster.—It Pe tt 
in South Australia all rong 


Mr. 


A 


ultimately burst. Tt 


game that they played ov 
in connexions with the buil di 
homes, The War Serviee > 


In South Australia ay set ae 
homes for the ordinary workers 
ces Ceara was a failure. 


diers, they dropped the building ta ) 
workers, and started building © 
others. The South Australians, who h 
been sticking out their chests and bl 
ae their own re ies do no| lik 


Mido? it. 
~~ Unless Ministers will tell us more than 


Walker. 


pana soldiers and officers who know him how 


_ War Service 


[Tt Aven, 1921.) 


Homes Commissioner. 


_ truth; but it is a fact that they dropped 
f batdink homes for the workers because 
they saw a better opportunity to build 
for the returned soldiers. Then the 


South Australians tried to come. over. 


ere, and teach their “grandmother to 
suck eggs,” but they found they could not 
It is of no use to mince matters. 


they have told us to-night, the public will 
form the impression that Lieut.-Colonel 
Walker has been beaten by the combines 
of Melbourne. That is what I am 
going to believe unless I hear some- 


% thing more. As I. say, there was 
“much done under the War Service 
“Homes scheme with which I. and 
many others did not agree, and I 


was soméwhat surprised to find that there 
was no money for certain work because 
it had already been spent in other direc- 
tions. ‘The cost of the purchase of the 
timber supplies should nevér have been 
charged to current account, because that 
"will be an asset when the work is finished, 
5 and the extra money could have been ob- 
tained to continue other work if the De- 
pe rent had wanted it. I cannot under- 
_ stand the Minister’s motive in making the 
statement he has made to-night. Am I 
to understand from the Treasurer (Sir 
Cian Cook) that the Government are 
“not prepared to make any further state- 
“ment regarding Lieut.Colonel Walker? 
_ I know it is not fair to ask the Treasurer 
(Sir Joseph Cook) to take the matter 
out of the hands of his colleague, but 
_ surely we should have more information 
than has-been vouchsafed. Perhaps if 
_Isit down the Treasurer will act upon my 
~ suggestion. 
Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) Lo. 0} ao 
Tf my information is correct, I consider 
the Government have been more than kind 
to this man, for it shows that he is pos- 
te the worst man who could have been 
‘appointed to the position. There js a 
‘letter referring to this case in the hands 
of the Attorney-General (Mr. Hughes), 
and I moved yesterday that the evidence 
re ~ should. be printed, because a request to 
hat effect had been made by three lead- 
ing legal firms in this city, who desired 
eat to be available for reference. I be- 
~ lieve that charges amounting to actual 
perjury will be laid against Lieut.-Colonel 
Ask some of the returned 


they have been treated. Honorable mem- 
bers should ask Captain Burkett his 
opinion of this man. I shall read a few 
clauses of the letter to which I have re- 


ferred as in the possession of the Attor- 


ney-General, as follows :— 


The Commissioner, to destroy Caldwell’s tes- 
timony and his bona fides, deliberately volun- 


teered (by producing his file) a single sheet ~ 


which, he said, was signed by Mr. Caldwell in 
his presence, and in the presence of the archi-_ 
tect and the accountant. 

Fortunately, Mr. Caldwell and I were pre- 
sent, and I insisted upon Mr. Saari he examin- 9 
ing it; and I examined it afterwards, and 1 
publicly said that it was not signed by Mr, 
Caldwell. The Committee then insisted upon 


detaching this sheet from the file, and Colonel _ 


Walker was severely cross-examined by Senator 
Millen, and he broke down, and. ultimately 
withdrew his sworn statement as untrue: 


Iie was trying to ruin another Austra- 
lian— 


The importance of this was that Walker, in 
order. to bolster up his untruthful statement 
on oath to impress the Committee, audaciously 
challenged the Committee to call a writing ex- 
pert who would prove what he swore, “namely, 
that this document was signed by Mr. Caldwell. 
This was supposed to be a written statement 
which Mr, Caldwell had signed, and in which 
he was called the “lessee.” When Walker was 
under the cross-examination of Senator Millen, 
he tried to substitute a four-page document for 
the single-page document, which Senator Millen 
strongly resented. Having regard to this de- 
liberate and malicious attempt to further in- 
jure Mr. Caldwell’s rights by a malevolent offi- 
cial, 1 have now to formally request, on Mr. : 
Caldwell’s 
with for perjury. 

The evidence is complete, the shorthand- 
writer can be called, and the secretary to the ~ 
Committee. 
these facts. Mr. Caldwell will give evidence, 
and the pressmen present can also be ealled-to 
testify to this incident. . : 

I will be glad if you will give forthwith the _ 
necessary instructions for the prosecution of 
the malefactor. It is obviously your duty as 


the highest law officer to see that the law 1s 


maintained’ and enforced. 
punished, 

I will await. your. reply for seven days, after 
which Mr. Caldwell will act ag he is advised 
for the purpose of seeing justice done. 


Perjury should be 


“That letter was written by Mr. J oseph 


Woolf, one of the leading legal practi- 
tioners in Australia. I hope that a strict 
inquiry will be made into this matter. 
If Colonel Walker is simply dismissed by 
the Government on a technicality, that 
course is taken out of kindness to him. 
i do not know a single soldier in Mel- 
bourne who can speak well of him. I 


have given the name of one captain, and 


a. 
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behalf, that he be prosecuted forth-') 


Senator Millen can also verify |. 
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honorable members who know the work 
that officer did during the late war, and 
on the platform, will admit that he is a 
man on whose statements we can rely. I 
have no personal interests in the case. I 
- received this‘ correspondence only this 
afternoon; and had I known that the mat- 
ter was coming up to night, I should have 
given the dinner adjournment to a study 
of it. ‘If this man has been wrongfully 
dismissed, by all means let him have an 
opportunity to prove his innocence. To 
produce, a document which is absolutely 
forged, in order to ruin another Austra- 
lian, is infamous. I know that the soldiers 
have not been treated as. well as, perhaps, 
honorable members would desire. Any 
man put into a position such as that occu- 
pied by Colonel Walker ought to be of a 
character absolutely above reproach; but 
the streets of Melbourne actually shriek 
at his name. I do not love the Govern- 
ment, and would gladly have voted against 
them last night if given the opportunity; 
but, 1m justice to them, I repeat that they 
have been more than kind to Colonel 
Walker. I personally asked the Attorney- 
General to take notice of a letter which 
contains accusations so serious, for if not 
we may have a case only equalled by that 
of that unfortunate gentleman, the Rev. 
J. B. Ronald. 
Question resolved in the affirmative. 


TARIFF. 
In Commattee of Ways and Means: 
Consideration resumed (vide ‘page 


7287), on motion by Mr. Greenz— 

That duties of Customs and Excise (vide 
page 736), first item, be imposed. % 

Mr. WEST (East Sydney.) [9.6].—Last 
night the honorable member for Wimmera 
(Mr. Stewart) said that if he had his 
way wheat would be 14s. per bushel to the 
Australian public; yet he and_ his  col- 


leagues in the corner are endeavouring 


to prevent those employed in our 
secondary industries from earning decent 
wages. How those honorable members 
can reconcile the two positions I am at a 
loss to understand. I am quite prepared 
to assist the primary producers to get a 
fair return; but how are they to sell their 
products if the people in the cities have 
no means with which to purchase them? 
I remember that in the early days, when 


Pree Trade was the policy of New South 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] 


names, 


sentatives of the city of Sydney, I am 5 


Tariff. | 


Wales, I was regarded as a eee 
curiosity, and called all sorts of funny . 
for advocating that Australia 
should be self-contained. I am not go- 
ing to call my honorable friends in the 
Government corner names, because I think 
that_an intellectual re-adjustment on their | 
part may cause them to realize the possi: 
bility of making Australia self-contained 
I ask those honorable members who are 
not in accord with my views on Tariff 
matters if they are prepared to destroy — 
the great steel works at Neweastle, con- 
trolled by the Broken Hill Proprietary — 
Company; to destroy Thompson Brothers” 
establishment at Castlemaine; and the 
ereat works controlled by Walker Bro- 
thers, of Maryborough; or, dgain, if they 
are opposed to the establishment’ by Cad-— 
burys, of England, of a big manufactur- 
ing industry in Tasmania? think ti 
has been said that the statesman is a mam 
who can look some centuries ahead; but 
members of the Corner party appear to” . 
be able to see only the length of a cow. 
We want in this Parliament men who 
will do something to build up the nation. 
We want more than we are getting 
at present for the expenditure of mil-_ 
lions of pounds upon the education of 
our people. It was my misfortune that 
the opportunities, now available to the 
younger generation, were denied to me. 
Had it been otlerwiee I would have been 
much more effective than I have been in 
my attempts at social reform for the 
purpose of increasing the comforts of the 
people. We should see to it that the 
oe generation are not denied the 
opportunity of entering into those 
avenues of industry for which Australia 
is so well suited. Free Trade, no doubt, 
is an admirable doctrine, mentioned in 
the Scriptures; but as a practical, work-_ 
ing principal, it is a fatal barrier to pro- 
eress. It is, and must be, the duty 
of this Parliament to make it possible for 
our people to be profitably employed. 1 
agree that it is most unfortunate that our 
population is so distributed that about 
49 per cent. of the people in Victoria are 
gathered in the city of Melbourne, about — 
41 per cent. of the people of New South — 
Wales im Sydney, and about 54 per 
cent. of the people of South Australia 
in Adelaide. As one of the repre- 


Peay ee et f tis 
gies \ ; gigs ge é j 
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enunciated, we shall lay. the foundations 
of progress and add greatly to the wel-_. 
fare of the Australian people. 

Mr. JACKSON (Bass) [9.25]—I 
thought that after six years of the most 
terrible war in the world’s history, the 
eause of Free Trade would have been 


quite prepared to do what I can to assist 
the people in the country. districts. But 
_I appeal to them to give us some en- 
-couragement in the establishment Sf our 
‘secondary industries. The Labour party, 
to which I belong, has always endeavoured 
to cut up the larger estates so that the 


sons of farmers, as they reach years of 
maturity, might have available to them 
‘land at a reasonable price. . We have 


_ done our best in this respect, and 
al the same time we have been 
endeavouring to do something for 


_ the industrial population of our cities. 
___ There does not seem to be. very much life 
in this debate. It is a foregone con- 
elusion that the Minister for Trade and 
Customs (Mr. Greene) will have an easy 
_*task in conducting the Tariff through the 
Committee, for it must be apparent to 
ever¥body that the Tariff is a revenue- 
‘producing one, and that whilst Free 
Traders will make ia lot of bluster, and 


promise that all sorts of funny things will 


_ happen if their proposals are not adopted, 
they will be praying that the Tariff will 
be agreed to in its present form, so that 
they may be saved from further direct 
taxation. The first principle of economics 
is to export as much as possible; no 
country can export too much, but it can 
import too much. The country that 
imports very little and exports largely is 
prosperous. The surest way of altering 
the foreign exchange rate in our favour 
is 40 increase the export of Australian 
goods and decrease our imports. Tf the 


dead, but it 1s apparent that there is still 
plenty of life in it and that there is an 
endeavour on the part of the Free Trade 
representatives to upset the Tariff which 
the Ministry have submitted. I propose 
to deal briefly with one phase of the ques- 
tion which so far has not been touched 
upon—that of national safety. It is 
essential that Australia, like any other 
country, should be self-contained as far 
as posstble, and I remind honorable mem- 
bers of the Country party. who have been 
advocating low duties, and, in some eases, 
no duties, of the well-known fact that a 
country may be living in happiness and 
contentment and yet be on the verge of a 
volcano. | 

Mr. Roserr Coox.—So it can be under 
a Tariff. 

Mr. JACKSON.—Yes; but a country 
that protects itself with a Tariff is taking 
precaution against disaster. England has 


plenty of factories for: the manufacture 


of munitions, but depends upon other 
countries for foodstuffs. Australia, on 
the other hand, has an abundance of 
foodstuffs, but who will say that we are 
in a position to protect ourselves in the 
event of war? If the Australian people 
are to endure as a nation we must look 
a long way ahead. I: remind the Com- 


_ party on this side were on the Govern- 
~ ment benches that policy would be 
adopted very quickly. Unfortunately, 
--* ehanges in the Government must take 
_ place before there can be any improve- 
ment of the nature I have indicated. In 


mittee of what Germany did after the 
Franco-Prussian War. It may be of in- 
terest to honorable members who have not 
read this phase of history that the then 
Emperor of Germany was almost elected 


the meantime, we shall do our best with 
_ those Ministers who are in power until 
the next general election brings about a 


change in the personnel of this House. 


a member of the Cobden Free Trade 


‘Club. After the war of 1870 he espoused 


the cause of Free Trade, but as soon as 
he had joined all the divided States of 


Germany into one Empire he threw off 
the mask, and Germany became the most” 
highly protected nation in the world. 
For that policy Bismarck was responsible, 


We ought to try to turn the key of sal- 
vation by disposing of the Tariff as 

~— quickly as possible. As I remarked be- 
fore, all honorable members want  pro- 


__tecticn for their own interests, but they 
‘take. care that nobody else shall get it. 
‘That is human nature. Let us, however, 

think of the great mass of the people and 

_ of the interests of Australia. If we do 
that, and adopt the policy I have 


and the result.of it was that Germany 
became one of the foremost manufactur- 


‘Ing countries in the world. It is safe 


to say that but for the outbreak of war in 
1914, within a decade of that period she 
would, by peaceful penetration, have 


ae vee economic control. Be the 


_ world. 


Mr. Jowerr,—Germany never exceeded | 


| England in respect of manufactures. 


Mr. JACKSON.—The honorable mem- 
ber cannot be serious in making that 
“interjection. The British Committee 
which in 1916 or 1917 inquired into the 


matter of ship construction, found that 


60 per cent. of the steel forgings or cast- 


ings used in British mercantile shipbuild- 


ing were imported from Germany, There 
were no forges in operation in Great 
Britain except those operated by the 
British Admiralty, and a lot of credit is 
due to the Minister who kept them in 
existence. It was only a question of 
time when England, as a manufacturing 


nation, would have been completely out- 


classed by Germany. 


Mr. Jowretr.—Pure surmise and asser- 
tion. 


Mr. JACKSON. ine fe honorable mem- 
bers consider the success of America. 
began her successful career as a manufac- 
| turing country when she put up a protec- 
tive wall which prevented outside compe- 
tition with her manufactures. Who will 
contend that that was anything but good 
for America? Let us consider the qués- 
eas of the beet sugar industry. In the 

early seventies the sugar trade of the 
cd was controlled by Great Britain, 
and yet, fifteen years later, Germany col- 
lared the sugar trade of the world ‘with 
her beet sugar industry. Because of this 
Great Britain lost the West Indies trade, 
and was entirely dependent on Germany 
for sugar. Great Britain had no trade in 
sugar in 1914, whilst at that time Ger- 
many produced 8,500,000 tons of beet 
sugar. 


I say that it is essential that this coun- 
try should be self-contained, and it can 
be so only if we establish the necessary 
factories here to turn out the goods which 
_ we require. 
Free Trade in Great Britain has been a 


_bad one for the people of the United King- 
I sincerely trust that this Pavia 


dom. 
ment will pass an effective Tariff for the 


building up of our industries and the safe- _ 


an guarding of the community. I agree that 

we should bring about reciprocal trade 
- with all the coms ie orate of 
i a oe nie Fb 


She 


“Sunshine Harvester people, who wer 


In my opinion the policy of 


ae farm per and 


mary GaSe ee 

Mr. JACKSON. For ae 
Australia. When will the suppor 
the primary industries understand #1 
they cannot exist without ay se ondé 
industries ? a 


WEE wy 


Jy 
an. 
oF 


that ? :: 


Mr, JACKSON. Sadie i 
speeches which I have so far | 
the Tariff, I say that some of ther 


members 
cerning farm machinery. J 
believe that a big effort will Mae 


Mr. JACKSON. rosea a 
who have spoken in this way c 
have listened carefully to the speech 
by the Minister for Trade and Custe 
(Mr. Greene), when introducing 
Taruf. 


© Mr. Jowxrrr.—The micas ae 
should ares for himself. 


Mr. JACKSON. —Then ¥ am. 
that some members of the Countr: 
have very short memories. 3 
land, where there is no te riff ¢ 
machinery, the same mac inery sol 
the same firms that are selling 


iralia, is dearer than it is here, 
there is a 30, to 40 per. ce: 
Wn it. “The honorable member ‘ r 


It is ee so very ce ago since it mg 
cost £40. It is only this year tha 


first to manufacture binders in A 
put them on the market, and yet, w 
any Tariff on binders, the ‘pri 
jumped from £32 to about £120. 
Mr. Prowsn.—Because of the sf 
piled on over the fifteen yest fle 
to. 


on. Pricer, ie to tie year: a 
orable member is barking up the 
tree. He nevertheless puts his argu: 
forward as a justification for ‘Fr ve 


i iaraeh woe i it is all a case of 
¥ how the matter affects us individually. 

_ Mr. Jowxrr.—The honorable member 
4 “would object if we said that. 

aie ‘Mr. JACKSON.—Not at all. Every 
¢ man appears to be out for himself, and 
~ 1 am looking forward with a creat deal 
f pleasure to the humorous divisions we 
hall probably have on some of the items 
of the Tariff during the next few months. 


England, in the fifties, secured control 

of the cotton trade of the world, and 

people there said, ‘‘ Look what a fine 

thing Free Tides is! We get the raw 

inaterial, and secure control of the cotton 

ee of the world.’’ But during only 
mane year those engaged in the manufac- 
_ ture of cotton in England went to the 
_ British Government, and asked for pro- 
_ tection against Japanese competition. 


Mr. JowetTt.—Did the ‘honorable 
ars ever hear of a manufacturer 


2 ahe: would not get protection if he 
sould. 


oe Mr. JACKSON. —[ am pantie out 

how an industry as great as the cotton 
: eae of Great Britain, which con- 
trolled the markets cf the world, is’ be- 
ginning to be ousted from those markets 
“by the competition of cheap labour coun- 
tries. That is not what we are looking 
i ‘for in Australia. With all the raw 

- materials at our disposal, we should not 
be importing any manufactured | goods. 
We cannot wonder that money is scarce 
yhen we are sending out of the country 
yery . year from £100 5000,000 to 
£120,000,000 for goods which we could 
thanufacture ourselves. 


rare: ‘Consipine—If we have to com- 
i pete with the productions of cheap labour 
‘abroad, how are we going to sell overseas 
‘articles: manufactured here? 


| Mr. “JACKSON.—It will be time 
enough to discuss that question when we 
atch up with the local demand for 
manufactured articles. There is a prac- 
tic ally ilimitable market in the East for 
; odstufis which we could supply. — Let 
me _ remind honorable’ members that 
America, at one time, had no overseas 
trade, and could not have it to- -day if she 
ad not established her own factories. 
fou must produce goods before you can 
carry on an overseas trade in them. ve 
ae. neve local mannfactures. 
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friends do not want them to live. If 
they do, they must give them the benefit | 
of a fair Tariff. I should be very pleased 
tomhear that the members of the Coun- 


try party are prepared to give our people | i ce 
a fair Tariff, and I trust that when it)” 


has been finally considered the Tariff 
passed by this Parliament will be an 
effective onegin the ‘interests of Aus- 
tralia, and of the safety of the Empire, 
of which it is a part. 


Mr. RICHARD: FOSTER (Wakefeld) 
[9.38].—I wish to make a few general 
statements in connexion with the Tariff. 
I have listened with interest, if not with 
pleasure, to speeches which have come 
from members of the Country party. 
While I profess to be as keenly interested 


in the primary producers of the Com-. vt 


monwealth as are: honorable members of 
the Country party, I like to be fair all © 
round. If, yesterday, I had been asked — 

my fiscal faith, I should probably. have 
said that I must shake myself up and. 
come to a determination soon. I reached 
a stage further last night under the in- 
spiration of members of the Country - 
party, and [ have reached a still fur- 
ther stage to-night. I believe, with the 
honorable member for Bass (Mr. Jack- 
con). that, in.a country like Australia, we’. 
should, wherever possible, convert our 
raw products into manufactured articles 
for our own people. We 
self-contained. Recently a petition was 
sent to me by the secretary of the Single 
Tax League of South Australia, for pre- 


sentation to this House, and I presented 


it, ag it wag my duty to do, although I 


did not agree with all the conclusions Lh 


it. About twelve years ago, | came to. | 
this Parliament with a fiscal faith that Re 
some of my friends construed into Free | 
Trade, Phe present Treasurer 


Joseph Cook) was one of them. I was 


yeally a Revenue Tariff man, and stood ee 


by that policy in the consideration of the 
Tariff then under discussion. 
we came to the item dried fruits, as I 
Ba ppened to represent Renmark, hind. aN 
district relies upon the dried- fruit in 


.dustry, I had to vote for an impost which — 


was something more than a revenue duty. 
The present Treasurer came down upon 
me like a thousand bricks, and said, “I 
thought you were a Free Trader.” The 
position is different to-day. The right — 


BER Ni 


JACKSON. — My © honorable ae . 


ought to. be - oe 


(Sire 


But when ars 


y 


were 
throughout the world’s 
out any Protection. 


Wimmera claimed, that 


Tari. 


RMoborable gentleman is now. behind a 
Tariff which is the most. extravagant 
ever submitted to this Parliament. 


LT have no intention of going all the way 
with my honorable friends in the corner. 
» Some of the arguments submitted last 
night by the honorable ‘members for Swan 
. (Mr, Prowse) and Wimmera (Mr. 


Stewart) were sound; but others were 
somewhat extraordinary. J& must be ad- 
. > mitted by honorable members opposite 


that the primary producers, particularly 
the farmers, have no beneficia] Protection. 
They are getting a little out of butter 
at the present time, but not from any 


Protection. They have no _ beneficial 
Protection on wheat. In fact, they 
obliged to sell their products 


markets with- 
On these grounds, 
the honorable: members for Swan and 
the farmers 
ought to have a practically free market 
for their machinery; and the honorable 


member for Wimmera even went further, 
“and became somewhat abusive in a way 


that was not at all justified. We in Aus- 
tralia ought to be proud of the men who 
have given us our agricultural machinery. 
We ought to be proud of our Australian 
inventions, and of those who have taken 
up the ideas of others and-manufactured a 


elass of machinery that is not equalled 


in any other part of the world. 


so sure of that. 


Mr. Jacxson.—And is not sold cheaper 


in any other part of the world. 


Mr, RICHARD FOSTER.—I am not 
The honorable member 
for Swan erred in his reference to binders, 
not so much in his statement that there 
_ hag hitherto been no duty upon them, but 
because he failed to realize that, without 
the competition of Australian rein eaie 
turers, Canada and the United States_of 
_ America could charge the Australian pro- 
_ ducers whatever they | liked. This year, 
for the coming season’s requirements, im- 
ne binders were quoted at from £120 
“to £130; but when the local binder came 


on the market at £100, the imported 
rae | attic dropped in price to £100. 


Mr. Prowsr,—Before the duty was im> 


| » ‘posed on binders, the imported binder was 
selling at £80. 


In January last, the pate 


quoted was £120, 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. That’ is 
The imported article rose 


erfectly true, 


Taw ee eae brought. iso 


structing the then Inter-State Co 


followed the Commission’s ‘ing 


> i) 


Mr, Poa eos to th 
of the Tarts f 

-Mr, RICHARD FOSTER ¢ 
‘But towards the end of last year the 
of APE machinery was, 


obvious causes, such as the se. 
shipping. The price of the impc 
articles was increased genera i 
amount anne was double the 1 


view one special feature. Al 
years ago, many honorable m 
anticipation of Tariff alterations, 
to have .a thorough investig tion 
capable men of the position and ou 
of Austrajian industries. — tc 
ment complied with that eee J 


sion to make a thorough investi 


fully, and, in my, opinion, it was t. 
thorough and practicalethat has e 
attempted. The result was to { 
orable members good, solid in 
re the hee needs of our it 


cisions which ad unde abe 
manufacturers, and build up in 
tralia millionaire employers, s 
hear of in America, whose exé 
do ‘not wish to follow in that res 
investigations of the Inter-State 
sion provided reliable and valuab 
mation on which to consider T 
tions. I regret that we have n 
clusions of the Commission 1 
densed form. ae 
Mr. Greenr.—Some time ag [ 
buted to honorable members a bo 
taining ig conclusions)” im) 
form ae 
Mr: RICH ARD POSTER. — 
still available? ; 


‘Mr. GREENE. —t have none. 


Ga ernie, 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. .. 
should be exceedingly valuable to 
able ne is a not entens 0 of 


iY 


“Mr. Gremnz. Coos many cacgs the con- 
clusions of the Inter-State Commission 
| is, have proved entirely wrong. 


“Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—Possibly. 


eS Victoria you can prove the Tariff ex- 


_tremists wrong to any extent. 


Fe Mr. GREENE.—The Inter-State Com- 

‘ mission said that certain industries could 
not be established here; but the war 

os showed that they could be established. 
~ Quite a number of such cases have oc- 
curred. 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—I  con- 
ee Protectionist Australia on the 
pe Possession of this Protectionist Minister. 
One of the biggest manufacturers in Aus- 
tralia has brought out a new article’ on 
which there is going to be a big run, and 
has called it the “ Massy-Greene. his 
Tariff has immortalized the Minister. 


There has never been a more exhaustive 

and careful analysis of the fiscal question 

_ set before this House than that with which 
a the Minister introduced this Tariff. 


i ¥ 


Mr. Austin Cuapuan.—Why not quote 
the Treasurer on Protection 4 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. —Quite 2 
a ier of other Free. Traders in the Go- 
vernment are behind this extremist. 

_ Sir Joserpa Coox.—What about Foster 
i Oe bottled fruit? 


"Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—TI am lay- 
“ing all my cards on the table, and the 
_ Treasurer will-have to do the same to ex- 
ke his conversion to Protection. 


‘Sir J OSEPH Coox. —J need ,revenue. 


" Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—I am with 
fhe ‘Treasurer there, and am more of a 
_ Pariff man because of the need of revenue 
- than I would be otherwise. If we do not 
‘get revenue by means of Pee how are 
- we to get it? 


f i é Mr. GREENE.—Out of the farmers. 
aye “Mr, RICHARD FOSTER.—That is so. 


ia 
Mr. Greene.—But under that system 
eae 1 farmers would be called upon to pro- 
Wade. all the revenue instead of the whole 


‘ ommmuni ty contributing to it. 
/ Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—Yes, 


and 


that makes me more of a tariffist han A ia 


should otherwise be. Members of the 
Country party sometimes speak ag if all 
ms nowledge regarding country . interests 
were in them, and I ask them to remem- 
ber, far as the income tax is concemned, 


oN 
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that it is levied on a progressive scale, hte ye 
and that the higher rates have been levied 
value of wool’ 


largely on an annual 
amounting to £50,000,000. Next year, 
however, ‘there will be only £15, 000, 000 
worth of wool to tax. 


Mr: 


much, 


JowrtTtT.—There will not 


Mr.’ RICHARD: KFOSTER.—The fol- 7% 
That - 
the revenue from income ’ 
But there are others besides’ — 


lowing year there,may be still less. 
will diminish 
taxation. 


A30U 


be so 


the farmer and the manufacturer to be 


general body of consumers. I am 


anxious to know if the consumers are go- . 


ing to have a fair deal. I am not a be- 


liever in the policy of price fixing; and I~ 
challenge any honorable member of this 


Chamber to prove that 1t ‘has been the 
means of keeping down the cost of living, 
particularly during the period of the war. 


I believe it has been the means of in- 


ereasing it.. In dealing with the Tariff, 
we have to consider the future of Aus- 
tralian industries, and how far it 1s pos- 


sible to extend them beyond what we 
have already achieved in converting raw 
materials into the finished article, or, at 


all events, up to the point of Australia’s 
complete requirements, 


war period; and if we are going to face 


this “ Massy Greene”. Tariff in its most 
consider. 
how we are going to protect the con- 9 — 
This, is a serious matter, be-).. 
cause we have no right to saddle out 
people with an unjustifiable burden, and 7 


extravagant phases, we must 


sumers. 


go beyond the point which will give to 


At the same — 
time, we have to protect the public. How | 
‘are we going to do it? 
in price fixing such as we had during the — 


TI do not believe ~ 


considered. There is the great public, the © 


the promoters of our new, and also our 


old, industries a reasonable possibility of ~~ 
We can do it without injuring © 
the farmer, who is at all times a most — 
It is wrong to tempt 


SUCCESS 


reasonable man. 
the farmer into believing that he repre- 


sents the most important section of the — 
community, and that Parliament or the 


country have no interest in his welfare, 
because that it absolutely untrue. 
farmer cannot complain of the treatment 


he has received from the Parliaments of. 
Australia’ since the outbreak of war, andi: 
He deserves the utmost. 


long before. 


The 


Peale Dob. agarise on his suc- 
a Resa our national prosperity largely de- 
I want the attention of the Go-. 


pends. 
 yernment, and particularly that of the 
author of this Tariff, that absolutely over- 

shadows anything ‘that Australia has 


been accustomed to, because I desire to 


learn how the Government are going to 


"protect the people who have to purchase 


the products of the manufacturers that 
the Minister is supporting too extrava- 
. gantly in many directions. 

We were informed by the Government 


quite recently that the Inter-State Com- 
mission no longer exists, because its work 


' has, so far as the purpose for which it 


was created is concerned, been coin- 
pleted. I am hoping, although the JIn- 
ter-State Commission has been abolished, 
that a Board of Trade, or some similar 
body, will be exeated, consisting of highly 
qualified men, charged with the duty of 


he investigating the operations of the Tariff 


im relation to the development of the 
manufacturing industries of Australia. _ 
. Mr. Greenr.—I nope, later on, to be 
able to give the House an outline of a 

proposal of a somewhat different nature, 


‘which will provide: for a continual re-. 


view by a properly constituted authority 
_ up to a necessary point, so that if an un- 
due profit is being made, or any undue 
, advantage is being baleen under the 
Tariff, tne position can be considered, 


‘ and the matter brought before ‘Parlia- 


ment in due course. 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—I thank 


the Minister for the information he has- 


given the House, and I will state quite 


frankly that if some such scheme were 


not entertained, I would not vote for any 
of the high duties it is intended to impose.’ 


Mr. Greznz.—That is what we propose 
hi doing 
. Mr. RICHARD POSTER. —It simply 


aa that the Government will have 


_ the assistance of a qualified Committee 
- in administering the Tariff in connexion 


with many of the duties set ‘ut in the 


: ie schedule. 


Mr. Greenn—That is ‘the iutehi 


pach I have not yet definitely settled the 


be form of review. The matter is being 
| investigated to decide what is the best 


Ain 


Yi esutad . provided, f eours 


I am not going to support a hig 


That infers that enormous sums ha 


war, so I eagerly bought the 


| mre paper which T had bough n 
or. 


Tariff, he.needs the money. T 
- may be the principal apology Oo" 


urse to follow; pus some fone will ae vernment for the introduction 


agrees. 


Mr. “RICHARD -FOSTE 
quite sure the House will agree 


ducers will noptenie the Ministe 
nouncement. At present, we a 


EG i am sure Put we 
ting a fair deal on “ the othe 


unless we can have some safegua 
will insure fair play for the people 
country. I will try to give rez 

encouragement to the building 


tralia, but there must be. sur. 
shall not be robbed as a people, an 
individuals made millionaires. © 


Mr. JOWETT (Grampians) | 
There are two results which are 
vious with respect to the Tariff. 
ever may have been the rece 
Government, one ; 
sults is that the Tariff hase 
means of collecting a colossa 


taken out of the pockets of the pe 
put into the Treasury. Some ye 
I was travelling in Alaskan - 
came upon a delightful cy named P 
Rupert. i ay 

as. santa Carsten Was the 


ue JOWETT. —I was not 
alone. . I had gone into a Py 
shop to buy a pair of what they ( 
‘rubber shoss.’’ A newsboy rus 
the shop calling out ‘‘ Third ie 
This was during the early sta 


“Third edition,’’ I discovered, : 
that except for that caption, 
paper was apparently word for 
same as the two previous edition 


| I expressed some surprise. 
shoemaker consoled and silenced me - 
the remark, “Well, I guess they y ne € 
money.”’ As the Treasurer (Sir J 

Cook) has already indicated by ay o! 
terjection during this debate, and in 
planation of his attitude ‘towa | 


Tariff. ca ig fee 


: Tariff Honorable meiner: of the party. 
to which I belong will take no share of 
_ responsibility for a Tariff which has 
transferred from the pockets of 
ee at the people a huge sum of money. 
Unfortunately, of the tremendous amount 
+ which has come out of the public pocket, 
not moré than 50 per cent., perhaps, has 
reached the Treasury. The remainder 
has gone to swell the wealth of those who 
have paid duty to the Customs House and 
_ have passed it on with a very large in- 
 erease to the public. The second great 
feature is that the Tariff has been re- 
~ sponsible for an enormous increase in 
paws “the cost of living. It has been the main 
| factor, indeed. It has vastly increased 
__the prices of almost all goods that are im- 
ported. Also there has been a great deal 
_ of profiteering, but the existing Tariff has 
_ played into the hands of the profiteer’s by 
enormously adding to the value of the 
stocks of the importers and distributors. 
Meer. GREENE. —Hias this . Tariff 
greased the price of wheat, or of flour, or 
- thutter, or meat? 
ey Air. 
_. the imposition of any Tariff could in- 
 erease the prices of those commodities; 
but it will be found from the records that 
there has been a great decrease in the 
prices received by the producers in respect 


Butter has fallen. 
Mr. Greenz.—I know more about but- 
: ter than does the honorable member. 

ro ie SOWERTT. —The only object of 
io these interjections is to divert the atten- 
_ tion of honorable members from the real 


oa tion of wheat. 


ins: 


JOWETT.—I1 do not know ‘that 


of all those items, with the single €Xcep- ‘ 


1921.] 


a Larvff. 


issue. Asia matter of fact, the prices of: 


butter, meat, and bacon are not affected — 


by the Tariff at all, The main cause of 
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the increased cost of living is not to be 


found in the prices of these commodities. \ 
In: my opinion, there would be no need for | 
increased taxation if we had efficient Go- — 
_ expenditure, — 


vernment control — over 
Having opened up this question, I appeal 


to the Minister for Trade and Customs — 


(Mr. Greene) to report progress. 
Mr. 
ane ee on for a while yet. 


JOWETT.—Evidently, it is not. 
heen to secure an adjournment of the 
‘I do hope that we — 


debate at thig stage. 


Greenze.—The honorable cei o 


are not going to drift into the bad prac 


tice which we adopted last session of sit-— 
ting night after night-till an ee : 


aM hour. 


Mr. Wiss. WW ley, the en ouiite mem- 
in a theatre until ten 


ber would sit 
minutes to 11 o’clock!: 

Mr. JOWETT.—Not in company like 
this, anyhow. 
first division of the Tariff, 


to ale, spirits, and other beverages, 


The discussion upon the — 
which relates 


should have been a little more exhilarat- 


ing than it has been. 


Mr, Parker Moronny.—tIit Was been 


altogether too dry. 4 
Mr. Greenz.—If the honorable mem- 


ber thinks it necessary to start talking 
about spirits at this hour of the evening, zy 


it is time we went home. 


Progress reported. oe 


House adjourned at 10.26 p.m. 
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